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' The volumes here presented to the public cou- 
tain notes of any thing and every thing that I 
either saw, heard, or thought, which appeared 
to me deserving of insertion in a journal, kept 
from the period of my leaving Englapd for South 
America, until my return ; so that — A Jouri^al 

OF VARIOUS EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES DURING 

TWO YEARS AND A HALF — would have been the 
appropriate title ; but, as the most novel, and, I 
hope it may be found, the most interesting por- 
tion of the work relates to excursions in Peru, I 
have, on that account, been induced to adopt the 
one which is now prefixed. This, however, im- 
poses on me the necessity not only of bespeaking 
patience, but of maintaining good humour during 
a long voyage and a long journey, before I arrive 
in the ancient territories of the Iiicas, into which, 
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from the title page, my readers may probably 
expect to be at once introduced. Indeed, the 
fiite of any work pretending to entertainment, 
more than to information, depends, in a great 
degree, on the good humour and indulgence of 
the reader ; who, on his part, ought not to expect 
too much, recollecting that a uniformly agree- 
able book is almost as rare as a uniformly agree- 
able companion. *' Vos lectures dans ce genre 
auraient dii vous persuader que les vrais ouv- 
rages d'agrement sont aussi rares que les gens, 
vraiment aimables.'' * 

Numerous travellers have written on the pre- 
sent state of South America, and, although I 
have myself not overlooked existing circum-. 
stances, yet, I confess that I have taken greater 
pleasure' in contemplating what that country may, 
and most probably will become, than in expatiat- 
ing on subjects of which we have heard so much 
from others. All the physical elements of great- 
ness there exist, the moral only are what require 
to be called forth and developed. Under this 
idea, the views which I have taken of the coun- 
try and its inhabitants -are, for the most part, 
prospective. 

From the nature of my visit to Sqiith America, 
and the situation which I there filled, it can 
scarcely be expected that I should have alto- 

* D'AUmbtrit Apoh^deV Etude. 
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gelher abstained from the trite:aiid somewhat 
weamorae topic <^ mines and mining. On that 
subject I bostowed much attention, and the 
result of my researches is a firm conviction, 
confirmed by frequent communication with per- 
sonsof practical knowledge, that*those specula- 
tions^f conducted with ordinary prudence, cannot 
fill ef being extremely beneficial ; while, under 
the management of agents of zeal and integrity, 
possessing activity and deckion of character, 
audi as distinguished the chief CommissioDer of 
the Rio de la Plata Company^ no loss, certainly 
none of any importance, can possibly occur to 
the speculators ; because, on the one hand, mis- 
appropriation of the funds is nof to be appre- 
hended, and, on the other, due vigilance may at 
all times guard against the consequences of local 
interruption. 

To state that my remarks are generally given 
as they were noted on the spot, may be a matter 
of no moment; but it is requisite to observe, 
that, in preparing them for puUication, I have 
in some few instances arranged them, not in the 
order in which they were successively made, but 
according to their connection with, or reference 
to, the subject which I may be discussing. 

A journal of the occurrences of a traveller's 
life must necessarily exhibit an ever-varying 
succession of diverse events and subjects: many 
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of those described in the following pages, I would 
fidn believe, are new, so far as regards publica- 
tions on South Ameqca ; some of them, perhaps, 
the grave, sober, and plodding traveller, might 
not have condescended to notice ; still, I cannot 
but think that what one party (all its members, 
too, of diflferent countries and pursuits, as were 
my brother-travellers and myself,) felt deep inte- 
rest in witnessing, another party may feel some 
interest in hearing or reading of. How far this 
opinion is correct in the present instance, 1 now 
leave the reader to judge. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Formation of the Potod Mining Aaaociation— Departure of the first 
A^Fiirioo oflta establifllunent for Buenoe Ayre»-Shipwi«ck of the 
Friaoe Bmeit packet-Providential ceoape— Turtle ««•««« Dol- 
pikiB. 

Ooe of tha nine hundred end ninety-oune specnlatione 
of the eU-q^eenleting yeer 1825, wee the ** Potosi, La 
P«« end Penmen Mining Aeeodetion ;** the olijecf of 
which wes to work the fiir-fianed mines of Potoei, end 
tundfy others in Pern. The company commenced its 
cqwr^ione for thie *^gra»de H btlU entrtpme^ (eo Barea 
Homholdt wae pleased to term it) upon the extensive 
and prodigal scale, adopted hy itp sister assoeiationi ; 
and* irojn ajBMmg a long list of persons sdected to fill 
numerous official situational at home and abroad, I was 
^>pointed to that of aecretery to the establishment at 
Potoei Never did seeretary of the richest treasury in 
Europe receive his appointment with greater certainty 
of acquiring ftstune than I did, Ti^ien named chief 
of the office for registering the treesures to be drawn 
from the mines of America. My first act was to employ 

VOL. I. 2 
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broken to boy up all the iharet that ooold poeaUy be 
procured for aU the money I had to dispose of in so eli- 
^ble an inTostment; but, from the high premium they 
bore in the market, a few hundred pounds went a very 
short way indeed in the purchase of such TaluaUe pro- 
perty. I had, however, in my run of luck, the good for- 
tune to obtain what I considered sufficient to insure 
independence, ease, and luxury, which the Latins call 
** oHtim cum dignitaU^^ to myself and posterity in end- 
less perpetuity! 

On the 22d of September, 1835, it was signified at the 
post office that a packet was appointed tq convey the mail 
and despatches to Buenos Ayres. This usual monthly 
notice was the signal for the instant departure of the 
first division of the estaUishment of the Potosi Mining 
Association, consisting of General Paroissien, the chief 
commissioner ; Baron de Czettritz, the chief of the mining 
department ; Kr. Scriviner, a young gentleman of the 
mineralogical aepartment ; and your most obedient, &x. 
dtc ; also two domestics, and Carlo, a favourite spanieL 

At two o'clock in the aAemoon, orders being issued 
by the board of directors for our departure, portman- 
teans, chests, bags, and boxes, were packed in all the 
oonfiision of hurry, and these were again packed in and 
on a highly fashionable carriage, provided for our con> 
venience by the Association, together with a quantil^ of 
gingerbread nuts and peppermint drops, to comfort us 
on our journey across the continent of South America. 
In the outfit of this establishment, no expense was spared 
that could contribute to the luxury and the dignity of 
those individuals, who were expected soon to make am- 
|de returns of gold and silver in repayment of the ex- 
penses that were now so profiisely lavished. 

We left London at seven in the evening, thereby gain- 
ing one hoiir*s start of the mail ; and, in order to keep 
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this advantage, we sent forward to every stage an ezpresa 
to have four horses in readiness, which added consider- 
ably to the eclat and consequence of the travellers, but 
tended little to expedite the journey; for the mail over- 
took us at Exeter, and, from Sxeter to Falmouth, it left 
us fiill five hours behind ; so that, had it not been for an 
order from the foreign office to detain the packet, we 
should have arrived at Falmouth — ^** just in time to be 
too late !" 

But, on stopping at Selly*s Hotel, on the evening of 
the 24th, we were as delighted to see the captain of our 
packet standing at the door, as he was to see us arrive ; 
for, having laid in an ample sea stock in expectation of 
us, he began to apprehend the loss of £74 for each cabin 
passenger, £36 for each steerage passenger, and £30 for 
our handsome carriage. 

.We remained at Falmouth Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday, which' enabled us to make an excursi<m to the 
copper mines of Cprnwtdl ; a very natural visit for gen- 
tlemen of our caffing; but every thing, of course, ap- 
peared exceedingly mean and inferior to these who were 
soon to dig and to delve for gM and ft2vcr in the mines 
of the New WoHd. 

For myself, t^lush to confess it, I was in a state of 
the most profound ignonmce respecting all that I saw or 
heard. Smelting, amalgamating, assaying, separating, 
washing, roasting, crushing, sifting and huddling the 
ores, was all Greek to me ; and when I got home, I re- 
collected nothing except a steam engine, at the Consoli- 
dated Mine, said to be, if I mistake not, of betw^n eight 
hundred and one thousand horse power, capable of pump* 
ing up seven hundred and sixty-eight gallons of water 
in one minute of time, or one million one hundred and 
five thousand nine hundred and twenty gallons in the 
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ooune o£ twentj*loiir houn, from a depth of twelve 
hmidred feet 

On the 38th, at eleven o'clock, his majesty's packet 
brig FroUc fired a gttn as a signal of having received the 
mail and despatches. No timcf was lost in getting on 
board, and by one o^clock we were mider all sail, nm^ 
ning down Channel with a fine fresh breeze fix>m E£.£. 

We found the Frolic fitted up, like all the packets of the 
same class, with little side berths, several inches wide 
and a few feet long, large enough for persons of moderate 
dimensions to stretch and turn in, but rather a tight fit, 
i guess, fer those who pride themselves on their height 
or magnitude. The height of our state cabin, too, was 
such as to require great precaution in the exercise of our 
locomotive powers, and doomed some of my companions 
to a never ceasing curvature of the body, very different 
from that pleasing line of beauty which, we are told, is 
to be feund in " the gracefiil bend." 

On 4he upper deck, large coops, and larger boxes, con- 
verted into supernumerary coope^ were ranged on each 
side, crammed with fowls — though the unhappy i»«i*n«]a 
.sever exhibited the af^aranoe of erammed fowl* when 
served at table. From under the forecastle proceeded a 
melody which apprised us still farther of the provision 
laid in for our voyage ; {ugs, geese, ducks, and turkeys, 
not yet accustomed to their imprisonment, in notes pe- 
culiar to themselveSf^gave viva voce evidence of their 
uneasiness, fiir exceeding the shouts of the sailors in 
weighing the anchor and hoisting the sails. 

Soon were to be seen " masts, spires, and strand, re- 
tiring to the right," and soon were to be seen, retiring 
to both right and left, my companions and mjrself, with 
every particle of our animal spirits in visible dejection. 
** Oh, dear T' said I, in a more than half audible ejacula- 



TRAVELS iit PEBIT. 17 

tton, ** here we are, inmates of this Noali*8 ark oonfoaed, 
for at least two full months to come !**— and then I was 
sick again. 

The hreeze carried us about two hundred miles, and 
then left us to give pIiLce to heavy gales of wind from the 
S. W. which tossed us over and under the tremendous 
waves of the Bay of ^scay for several dreary days. 

A ship, struggling in a storm, is an interesting sight, 
^whatever it may be to those on board. A late n\pdem 
author has remarked, that in this dilemma men are 
generally dispose to Msort to ** rum and religion** for 
consolation ; but another modem author, of less levity, 
and VTith more prudence and judgment, observes, that it 
is then the soul is drawn to heaven by a sort of natural 
impulse, not always, perhaps, proceeding from an emo- 
tion of piety, but from a fooling conviction that every 
other refuge is " a refuge of lies." 

The following little narrative, related to me by the 
principal actor in it, deserves, I think, a place here, as 
being in some degree connected with the last observa- 
tion. 

The commander of the ship which I am now im 
board, when thrown out of employment, vrith hundreds 
of others, at the period of peace-— that sudden downfall 
to martial ambition — ^that abhorred state of national 
tranquillity — ^purchased the Prince Ernest, a Lisbon 
packet, and commanded her in the service of the post 
office for several years. In this ship, to use his own 
words, he ** embarked all the hard earnings of twenty 
years' service, and all his prize money to boot ;** of 
which, with the exception of a fow hundred pounds, he 
was in one unlucky hour entirely bereft 

He had just arrived, with the mail from England, at 
Gibraltar, and was on shore at that place, when a h^avy 
gale of wind arose, and prevented him from returning 

2* 
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to ioB ship ; bat, in the scene of oonibsian and distress 
which ensued amongst the shipping in the baj, he hsd 
the satisfaction of observing that the Prince £mest re* 
mained steadily at her anchors. 

The gale increased ; guns were fired ; Tarious signals 
of distress appeared in all parts of the bay,and fi^rtj-nine 
vessels were already driven on dmre. Still the Prince 
Ernest held on, and a lull (as the sailors term apanse in 
a gale of wind) taking place, it was sij^posed that there 
was an end to the scene of destructiQii. It finequently 
happens, however, that lulls are fellowed'by the heaviest 
part of the gale, as if the vrind took breath to OGme on 
with the greater fiiry. It proved so in the present case. 
The cables parted ; the moumfid signal gun was fired, 
and the ensign, hoisted with its union downward, indi- 
cated distress : but to render any assistance was impos- 
sible. In a few minutes the captain, amongst thousands 
of spectators on the shore, saw his ship driven upon the 
rocks and totally wrecked. The crew, except one man 
who perished, were with difficulty saved. 

Shortly after this dii^faster, my firieud was appointed to 
his present command in the Frolic, and, on his very first 
voyage, which was to North America, the ship, one bois- 
terous night, running between six and seven knots an hour, 
struck upon a sandbank, off the coast of Halifax, which 
proved to be Sable Island ; a bleak, uninhabited spot, sur. 
rounded by rocks, just above the sur&ce ofthe sea, which has 
proved fiital to hundreds of vessels and thousands of lives 
—so filial, I haye been told, that if the crews have some- 
times succeeded in saving themselves, there is scarceKy 
an instance of the vessel that once touched upon it es- 
caping total shipwreck. 

It is the nature of a British sailor never to despair ; 
the greater the difficulty into which he is thrown, and 
the more imminent the danger, the more deliberate are 
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his piami, and the more energetic is he in the ezeoiition 
of them. Ahove aU, that cool, determined ooarage which 
nething can appal, never forsakes him, but tends by its 
example to regulate the conduct of the whole : it checks 
the intemperate, animates the feeble, inspires confidence, 
keeps hope alive, and preserves that order and disciplinet 
without which the best designs are frustrated and the 
most active efforts rendered abortive. In the present in- 
stance, all the sterling qualities of the British sailor were 
requisite, and all were called into action. Skill, calm- 
ness, courage, activity, and perseverance, command on 
one hand and obedience on the other, were jointly and 
severally practised on board the Frolic during a long 
and dreary night, the wind and the rain unceasing and 
increasing, and the waves making a ctear breach over 
the vessel, whilst she beat upon the rocks with a force 
that left but little hope to the wearied crew of seeing 
another day: all were aware of the fiital spot on which 
they were cast. 

The master, an old experienced seaman, (if thirty 
years constant practice in the dangers of the sea entitles 
to that appellation,) when consulted by his commander, 
and asked ** What can we do now, '-old boy 7 What do 
you think of it ?** — ^replied in terms which may be fidrly 
said to illustrate the * ruling passion* — ^^ Think of it, sir? 
why, I think there will not be one of us left to take the 
sun to-morrow.'* 

The landsman who glances over these pages may need 
to be inarmed, that it is the duty of the master to ** take 
the sun*' every day at twelve o'clock, when it is visible ; 
and this is called the ** observation,** by which the lati- 
tude of the ship is ascertained. The old master's last 
thoughts (or what were considered very near his last 
thoughts) were therefore directed to one of his principal 
duties : he was not in the least dismayed by the scene 
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around him, but teemed to regret exceedingly that the 
chances were against his ^ taking the son** the next day. 
Hard and harder blew the wind, incessantly poured 
the rain, and louder roared the sea aroun^ them and 
over them, the darkness of the night ccmipleting the 
scene of distress. 

To lighten the ship, the water was started in the hold ; 
provisions, and shot, and chain-cables, and stores of all 
kinds, were thrown overboard, but to no purpose— wreck 
was deemed certain. 

Before the day began to dawn, the tempest was at its 
height, and the vessel in so hopeless a state, that seeing 
their exertions useless, and admitting that no human e£> 
fort could avert their destruction, the crew gathered 
round their captain on the quarter-deck, and there calmly 
resigned themselves to the will of Him, whose mercy, 
nevertheless, they with one accord humbly implored; 
and, lo! in that moment, when aU hands had given up 
all as lost, the vessel floated — it was not known how ! 
She cleared the rocks ! it was thought impossible-^she 
was at sea, safely scudding before the wind ! Excessive 
joy did not prevent the ready and gratefol acknowledg. 
ment that Providenoe was the guiding star which beamed 
upon their darkened way, that the Sovereign Ruler of 
the world wssthe pilotwho steered them insafety through 
the storm. 

Wind, weather, knots, latitude, longitude, course, and 
distance, are the daily, and often the only, subjects of re> 
mark on board ship. The sailor, who is accustomed 
to pass months, years, and perhaps his life, in the ** float- 
ing prison,** contents himself with these professional re- 
marks; or, if he condescends to notice other occurrences, 
it is generally in exceedingly concise terms. The great 
sameness in a sea life, and the difficulty of finding where- 
withal to eke out a. journal, is proved by a well-known 
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extnct &om one, ^titled " Joamat of m Voylga from 
Liveipotd to tbs We«t Indies, ind hoiIiB (giuii ;" in which, 
the only inlereetifig remark from fint to Uat vu, on 
" Friday, twentieth Noierober, A. M, moderate bneiea 
wulluzy; at oooa caught a dolphin. P. H. ditto weatheT 
— Bt one let him go again." 

Whoever writes, be it much or little, be it well or ill, 
is aure of incurring the eenmre of tomt one, and tbere- 
f>>r« I cannot expect to escape ; bat, <ta the other hand, 
like every author, 1 hope to meet with the apfiobattion 
of some one i for who eret gave his piodnctiona to the 
wxttld withoat believing that they possees n d at least alitUe 
trifiing something' or other to recommend tliemT For 
my own pert, I am determined to please, and that ooght 
to go tt great way to iosiire indulgeoce, since it sneoaeda 
through lite, nine times ont attea, with those who j^ae- 
tiae the determinaticn. I shall, therefbre, as of^mrtimi^ 
itmtea and as indinatioii prompta, proceed with this 
Journal ailer my own method j and I promise, among aa 
many trifling incidents no doubt, sometfaing to the fiiH aa 
interesting, though not so conuae, aa the story of the 
dolphin. For instance : — 

October 9th. A dead calm ; the vessel laxily rolling 
in a long plow moantsinous swell, and all on board as 
listlBHs and as lifeless as the ship. Suddenly, a voice 
&OTn tbe niain-top is heard hailing the quarter-deck^ 
" Pon deck, there I" — " Halloo !" — " A turtle on the star, 
board quarter !" An electric shock on the most sensitive 
nerves could not have excited more lively sninw i tion . 
The jolly-boat, with four jolly lads, was out like - seven 
bells hnlf struck :" every ejre was directed upon the star. 
board quarter, and every neck was strained to get a peep 
at the subject of this inleiesting alarm. 

It woold take a quire of foolscap to describe aa it 
deserves the dehght with which " I Be« it t" waa every 
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moment ezpreMed hj each fortmiately quick-nghted ob- 
server, and also the sensations of hope and fear that al- 
ternately reigrned in ^yery breast respecting the doubtftil 
result 

One dive, and *twas gone for ever! What a thought of 
distraction ! Happily, the sleep-exciting swell of the sea 
and the rays of the meridian sun composed a 6hann too 
powerful to be easily or suddenly dissolved. Pillowed on 
the glassy wave, the turtle slept {Hrofoundly, unconscious 
of its fiite ; whilst all on board watched in breathless 
suspense the laudable anxiety- of the bowman, stcwpin^ 
over the bow with eager eyes and outstretched hands, 
long before he came within reach of his victim, which' 
at length he dexterously seized, andufdifted triumphantly 
in the air, amidst the congratulatory cheers of the spec- 
tators, accompanied with peculiar exjvessions of delight 
from the select few, who knew in their hearts that this 
delicious prize was aul fi>r them! The care with which 
it was handed, or rather escorted, into the ship, proved 
that there was no intention, as in the case qf the dolphin, 
to ** let it go again/* 

This amiable creature was treated in the very best 
manner by our excellent cook ; never were four state 
passengers,' in a state cabin, in the Bay of Biscay, re- 
galed with a richer soup. And fhus ends turtu rersus 

DOLPHIN. 
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CHAPTER II. 

PasB the Canary and Cape Verd Islands— Sudden and flrequent 
changes of weather— J^xceasive rain— Stories of sharks. 

Variable weather and variaUe winds, chiefly advene, 
kept ns tttragghng for seventeen days before we made 
the Island of Madeira, which this ship, in her last voyage 
firom Falmouth, made in five days: a circumstance pe- 
culiarly calculated to aggravate that impatience, which 
seems to be the natural characterbtic of all travellers, 
^whether by sea or land. 

October l7th, we passed the Canary Islands at a dis^ 
tanoe of 110 miles fi'om Teneriflfe; but the weather being 
hazy, we could not discern the celebrated peak, which 
sailors say can be seen, on a clear day, at the distance 
of 150 miles. Humboldt, from the top of the peak, saw 
the true horizon forty-three nautical leagues, distant; 
and he observes, that ** the peak of Tenerifie has fre- 
quently been seen at the distance of thirty-six, thirty-eight, 
and even forty leagues." 

20th. Moderate breezes, a smooth sea, and. pleasant 
weather, which is all I should have had to remark on 
this day, if a flying-fish had ^not flown on board, and 
sufiered itself to be taken, thereby affording me an op- 
portunity of recording an event. 

If Buffon has. not already given a perfectly satisfiic- 
tory history of the flying-fish, the journals of the ^as- 
sengers on board the Frolic may be consulted to advan- 
tage ; fi>r there is not a passenger who does not keep 
(Hie, and there is not a journal in which this little animal 
has not a place, being in some described with geometri- 
cal accuracy, and with an amplitude befitting a whale. 

2Sd. The keel-impelling breeze from east-north-east. 
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ham wafted lu at the rate of aeven and eight hnote an 
hour, for the hurt twenty-fiinr hours. It is beautiinl to 
Me the flying-fish, in conntleM multitudes, skimming in 
every direction before the vessel, as she plunges through 
the waves. 

23d. In the morning-watch, we passed dose to the 
citstward of the Cape Verd Islands, whieh it is aoarody 
possible to view without a thought upon the scenes of 
human wretchedness which have there been eihibited. 
The sun, too^ shone with intense heati as if to excite by 
wpoftJiihy our utmost compassion 6r the suffiBrioga of 
thousands of our ftllow-creatures, who have here pined 
in indescribable misery under its scorching rays, crowd* 
ed in the pestilential holds of slave ships thi^ at one 
time frequented the harbours of these islands. 

When the slave trade flourished, the Cape Verd Islands 
had the sad celebrity of being the princqwl reodeivons of 
slave ships to and from the coast of Africa. A perpetual 
mart existed there, to which slave-merehants from all 
parts resorted to make their purchases ; and to this day, 
something of the same kind exists in the Island of St 
Jago, which has been declared a ^ a free p9rV^ There 
a slave ship may take refuge, and remain secure from 
the cruisers of those nations which have abolisfaed the 
trade, and which make prizes of slave ships when, they 
can catch them elsewhere. 

A slave ship, with its cargo of four or five hundred 
wretched victims (itowed in hulk), is .a valuable prize for 
a maiM>f-war to fall in with ; for, besides the ship itself 
becoming the property of the captors, the British go* 
vemment pay a handsome sum for every slave found on 
board. And what value shall we set upon the heartfelt 
gratification which a British officer and his crew must 
experience, when they have relieved from the dreadful 
tortures of sufibcation, and restored to the light of day* 
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to fresh air An4 to liberty, five huadred hnown bein^ 
gaspng for existence, which, even if prokMkgecl, ie ex- 
pected at best totermifiate ki the drapery of brutes ! 

24th. SiBMBefithis evraing was tndy a q^ndid $ight. 
The coiours of the sky were differe nt from and more 
various than any I had ever before obser^iBd^- 



outvying some tbe rose, 



An^ 9om» tbe violet, yellow, andwMle, vnd Mue, 
(Bearlet, and inrpliiig fed. 

The eloods, too, asramed a fonn, a toige, and a mafai- 
tnde in their mass^ iSiaft excited the admk a^on of all 
on board. Nosoon^v had the son, hi a daisliikg blaze, 
sunk beneafh^thft sea, tinm tiie moeil shone' Ibrth with a 
brilliancy quite unusttal to us of northern chnies;. Otir 
diip, with all sail set, was gMmg silentfy ewer the rip* 
{tied snr&ce of ^e ocean, at the rate of two or three 
knots an hour, when,, in a fow minutes, all was- 
changed. The wide expanse of humified gold, which 
replaced the setting son, foded euddenJy away, the moon 
withdrew her tremUing beams, and 1^ doizds, forming 
Into one dense black mantle, overspread the firmameat, 
and, to our view, enveloped the whole nnivvrse in dark- 
ness. " How sudden !"-—•* Whi^ a change !** was the 
exclamation of every Totoe, when a flash of lightning 
attracted all eyes towards the east, just ovef the barren 
coast of scorching Africa. The breeze died away te a 
perfoct calm, and the sails hung loosely against the 
masts: thunder followed at a distance. Scarcely had 
its awfhl hollow murmurlngs ceased, when the wind 
came sweeping tHoJig the deep, sudden as the lightning 
which accompanied it Our ship, not unlike a sea-bird 
frightened from repose, rushed through tiie foaming 
wave, her wings extended to the utmost, bearing her 
onward with an unusually tremtdous rapidity, at once 
astonishing and alarming. 
VOL. J. 3 
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The 8eaiiian*ft tUll wai inftuiUjr reqoisite ii>r tfae pre- 
ventioii of tlirealiiied dufer. 

** Mind your hdm T* cried Uie captain^ loudly and 
aternly. ■* Ay, ay, air !'* replied the JMiinmfn 

«* Luff! then, luff!*' 

«« Luff it ia, air, loff r 

''Tumthehaadaup!" 

"^ AU handai ftJioy r 

** Up and fiirl tiie royala and aky-aails ! — ^la afem- 
aaila!— Down flyii^>jib and atay-aula !— Brail xxp the 
try-aaila !— Man the top-gaUani di^linea! — Stand by 
the top-gallant halyarda !«-*Let goi^-Cfaie i4»!-^ib 
down !-^Haal !— Haul down !**— were the orders given 
and acoomplisbed within a few minutea ; and in a few 
minutea more the squall, accompanied with very heavy 
rain, paaaed over ua ; but, without these precautions, it 
would have proved too much for the Frolic, or perhaps 
for the stoutest ship that ever sailed on the ocean. 

A light breeae suooeeded, scarcely sufficient to raise 
a gentle curl upon the wares ^ all sail was again set; 
the moon, surrounded by the resplendent host of heaven, 
burst with augmented lustre from her concealment, 
and the overcharged clouds, being now relieved, dis- 
persed into various ferms of different shades and hues, 
leaving the atmosphere around and above.so serene and 
beautiful, as to excite our greater astonishment at the 
eztraordiiiary suddenness of the change, which is by no 
means unfrequent between the tropics, sometimes oc- 
curring several times in the course of one night. 

S6th. Rain and hard squalls ; compelling us occasion- 
ally to let go tq>sail and top-gallant halyards' by the 
/ run. As fer ^ rain, its violence can be imagined by 
those only who have seen and felt it ^ TorrenUi** signify 
much, no doubt, but the term is too common to convey 
any notion bftlie nature and force of the rains near the 
equator. 
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P. M. ]>itto weather; at two, esu|rht a porpoue: at 
three minutes past two let him go a^aiii-— because the 
barb of the harpoon with which he was stmek broke 
^n^iikt we were hanfing; him xisp into the lbre>chaimH 
and — away he went ! Shortly afterwards we eaof ht a 
lark, which afforded cons<^tlon to some of us for the 
loss tft the fkt hog of the deep : this little delicate crea- 
ture excited considerable interest, from the circumstance 
of its haring survived an exceedingly long and perilous 
voyage; we being, •at the time it took reftige on our 
deck, not less than four hundred miles from the nearest 
land. It becomes me, however, to state, that various 
eonjectures are hazarded by my ootnpanioiia relative to 
the adventures of this Utde wanderer ; some opine that 
it has escaped fitnnaship which may have passed us un- 
seen, and give as a reason the lareliness and good health 
of the visiter, as well as its apparent satisfiiction and 
contentment in the cabin, where it was immediately in- 
troduced in fuH liberty, and ran about in pursuit of flies, 
without eidiibiting the least symptom of fear or dislike 
to the passengers. Others maintain, that it may have 
boarded the Frolic unseen when near the Cape Verd 
Islands, and may have secreted itself on board ever 
since. My own opinion is, that it has been wafted 
through the air every yard of the ^stance above men. 
tioned, which is by no means improbable ; hut my prin- 
cipol renaan for maintainii^ this opinion is, because I 
consider it the most interesting conclusion to come to 
npoa the subject 

28tfa. Wind ** right in our teeth**— a melancholy cir- 
cumstance, no doubt, for a set of impatient passengerSr 
who would willingly change their situation in the state 
cabin of the Frolic for the worst that could be oflfored 
them in the bottom of the deepest mine in Peru. But, 
what I consider to the full ais melancholy a subject is. 
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the sodden and accidental death of—^ur little l«f k. 
«* Who hiHed the lark?*' has been muranired in tones 
of pitifiil regret ftom the stem to the ateni of the Frolic. 
Precisely at eight bells, our interesting Uttle &Toiuite 
nras trod to death by the oabin-boy ; whilst stepping out 
of one of the aide-berths with « eup of tea in his hand, 
the ship gave a hirch, and pitohed him head foremost 
against the bulk-head to leeward, and whilst struggling 
to save the onp, he trod upon the luckless Uttle lark. 
To this sad feet I o6uld bear testimony, for I was at the 
timo under the Ughtof the cabiii hatchway, occupied in 
what my Lord Chesterfield calls ^ sacrificing to the 
Oraoes," but what, in vulgar phraseology, is called — 
shaTing ; and such was the shock of the accident, that 
I not only cut my own throat, but ielt as if I could 
have cut tite fisUow's also. 

dOtfa. It seemed as if the flood-gwtae above had been 
opened, and all the waters < there concentrated, poured 
down upon us. To call these tnundations by the Euro- 
pean term *^ rain," would be, as I have before hinted* 
far &om conveying any idea of what they actually are. 
Those of my friends who may wish to know, as nearly 
as possible, our last night's situation, may fancy them- 
selves in a ten'gun brig, rolling, pitching, heaving, and 
setting, in the mideli of the Atlantic ocean, upwards of 
two thousand six hundred miles from home, and 
nearly th^ same distance fi*om the port of our destination 
— ^the night dark as Erebus — ^three drops, the. size of 
**" tea-saucers," give a hint that it is going to rain. You 
have scarcely time to reflect upon this hint, before ytm 
may fancy that the ocean, having changed places with 
the skies, is rushing i^^)etuously down again to take 
possession of its natural position. This is a very rea- 
sonable conjecture, because, in the utter obscurity of the 
^^g^ you cannot suppose that the deluge which pours 
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mii4 roazB aroond you^ caH proooed firota anj thiii§f else 
tban the oeeui haelf turned topiy-turry . Befiyre break- 
&8t, the w«te» ceased, the Uaek heary clouds began to 
disperse, and trades of blae and white re-appeared. It 
was a piti£il sight to behold the clothing of the ship's 
company hanging dri{^»ng fore and aft in the shrouds, 
wooing the reluctant beams oi the sun, which could not 
yet, with all his power, &roe his way through the density 
of the atmosphere. 

" A shark 1 a shark I a shark I" What bustling upon 
deck 1 it seems as though all hands had gone crazy ! 
«* See • see ! don't you see him ?"— ** What '.»•—>* Why, 
look I"— « Where ?"--« Why, • there J"— • « Wherer'— 
'* There ! here I there he goes ! look ! look 2'*-^** My eyes I 
what a size V* 

A fox-hunter, when he first discovers the wily object 
of his sport, cannot express his feelings with greater glee 
than that which is manifested fore and aft a ship on. die. 
covering a shark. The large hook, with its strong iron 
chain^ generally in readiness where sharks are expected, 
is instantly baited with a piece of pork, and thrown over 
the stern, where it seldom remains long be^Mre the yora- 
cions monster is caAight, and hauled on board. 

If it happens to be a small young one, of three or four 
feet in length, it is cut up for cooking, and makes an ex- 
cellent dish — ^I mean an excellent sea disk. If it hap- 
pens to be a large one, fourteen ^t, or perhaps tw&nty- 
four feet long, it is also cut up, not for the pleasure of 
making a meal of it, but for the pure pleasure of destroy- 
ing it, and of examining what it may have swallowed 
during the last few hours. 

There is not a creature, perhaps, of whi<^ more extra- 
ordinary stories are told, than of the shark ; and to peb^ 
pie who know no more of these animals, than what they 
may have seen in a dried up skin in a museum^ such 

3* 
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•tariet mty «ppetr embiUitked ; but thoM who hmve any 
inlerooune with eeanieii, have many opportunities of be- 
ukg aMnred, that rach ttoriet are not exaggerated, Imt 
are bvma fiik tnie atoriee. One of these I shall here re- 
kte, because I heard it fit)m very good aathority, and 
afterwards had it corroborated by still better. The prin- 
dpal iacts are these >— Some years ago, in the West 
Indies, a British ship of war 1^ in with an American 
merchant vessel, which, from circumstances, was gene- 
rally supposed to be a good and lawful prize ; bat no po^ 
pers being fbund on board to condemn the vessel, and 
her captain Wdtaring that all was correct, the British 
captain, after the detention of a day or two, was induced 
to relinquish his capture. Shortly after this, (I forget 
the precise space of time,) a shark was caught by an- 
other British ship of war, on the same station, and in 
cutting it up, (a delightful operation seldom omitted,) a 
tin case, containing smidry papers, was fbund in ifs sto- 
mach« They proved to haN-e belonged to the merchant 
vessel before mentioned, and had been thrown overboard 
by the captain, when about to be examined by the British 
cruiser. The fact was soon discovered ; the papers were 
taken to Port Royal, where the American captain had 
actually commenced an action for damages against the 
British captain for unlawful detention. The tables were 
immediately turned on the astonished Jonathan, whose 
ship was condemned as a good and lawful prise. The 
shark was one of the largest size, and the jaws are pre- 
served to this day in the Justice-hail at Spanish Town, 
to tiie annoyionce of many a Yankee captain, who, when 
^' swearing" about the destination of his ship, and the 
correctness of his papers, is reminded of this extraordi- 
nary detection, by some one in court signiiicAntly point- 
ing to the jaws of the shark, and saying, •' Take care ! 
the truth will ont, though from the bottom of the sea!** 
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I iMve iMurd this t^atj corroborated hj seferal per- 
ions, and ytsrj lately \rj an oflicer who waa aoqaainted 
witJi the om&niaiider of the ship, on board which the 
efaark that had swallowed the tin box was taken. 

Of the voracions natore of the shark, we have aU fre- 
quently read or heard. The following stories <m tint 
subject were related to me this day, by the o^ptain and 
the gonner of the FVolic, just after they had each caught 
a young one, which gave rise to the conversation:— 
TVhen the Diana frigate was lying at anchor off Vera 
Cruz, one of the marines, who was sentry in the stem of 
the ship, by some accident fell overboard in the night ; 
and the captain, who was in bed at the time, hearing the 
splash in the water, jumped up, and looking out of the 
stem gallery, asked, " Is that a man overboard ?'* — "Yes, 
sir, it is me !*^ said the jnarine. '* Well, have you got 
hold? are you safe?'* said the captain. *^ Yes, sir! I 
have hold of the rudder-chains; but my musket is 
gone !" said the marine. *' D — ^n your musket V^ said 
the captain, and ran upon deck to order a boat to be 
lowered, which in a man-of-war is an operation of but a 
very few minutes. In the act of lowering the boat, a 
loud shriek was heard, and when the boat's crew went 
to pick up the man, he was not to be seen. Two days 
aiier this event, a shark was caught and hauled on board 
the Diana, in the stomach of which was found pait of 
the jacket and a shoe of the unfortunate marine. 

The gunner of the Frolic, in the course of the last 
war, was employed in Uie enterprise of cutting out a 
French frigate, in which one of his comrades lost a leg, 
and in a ^w days died ; when, as is customary on board 
ship, he was sewn up in his hammock with a heavy 
weight in it, commonly a couple of twenty.fi>or pound 
shot. Scarcely twenty minuttt had elapsed after the 
body had been committed to the deep, when the ham- 
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mock and bedding of the deoeued were teen floating 

round the ship, torn to {necea : it is unneoeasary to add 

who or what had ao aoon robbed them of their contents. 

There is no fish ao eaaily canght aa the ahark^— and 

nonet perhapa,, more difficult to deprive of li&. It is reaHy 

aatooishing to aee their ezertiona with both jawa and 

tail, long after they have been opened, their inteatinea 

and other viscera cut out, v^ the akin stripped from the 

body. 
Notwithstanding all the atrocities of these formidable 

creatures, and the inveterate hatred that is shown to 
them, their flesh is not always despised ; to a sea appetite 
it is sometimes a luxury ; and tiiere are few sailors who 
have caught sharks, that have not also made a hearty 
meal upon them. The two we caught this day, one 
about four feet, the other about three feet long, being 
young and delicate, were reserved for the cabin ; and it 
was agreed, without one dissenting voice, that the dish 
of shark served up at dinner, was as good a dish of fish 
as ever was eaten : it was cut into slices something like 
crimped cod, and fried; but I positively considered it 
better, in every respect, than any dish of cod-fish I had 
ever tasted. 

This evening we were gratified with one of those 
magnificent scenes which attend the setting sun in the 
tropical latitudes. Such brilliancy and such variety of 
colours, suck delicacy in the tints, such grandeur in the 
clouds, such majesty in the long heaving swell of the 
sea, such serenity in the sky, such soilness in the gently 
blowing breeze, formed altogether a scene so truly sub- 
lime, that it was impossible to behold it without feelings 
of reverential admiration and delight ; for such a scene 



publishes to every land 

The work of an Almighty hand. 
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CHAPTER III, 

Sketch of dally proeMdiogv oa board a ten gvn brig padEet 

November 1. On this day my friends at iumie may 
be doaiiig roand a blazing &>e, or, if going to take the 
air, may be wr^ped in great coats, doaks, and ion ; 
wiiikt we, on board the FroUo, in 4^ 34' north latitude, 
find our shirts and trowsers quite su£Buci«st clothing for 
the climate. In London on this day, the mean of the 
thermometer may be 50^ or 55® — truth may He between. 
With us it stands at 86^ in the diade, and at llfiP in the' 
sun I' We have all sail diet, and, fanned hy soft and geiK 
tie breezes, a delightiul ventilation is kept up. 

^th. We are scyw running at the irate tif e^ght md 
nine knots upon a bow-iole ; ahoals of flying^fiih arc 
gkitwrning rovnd the Tessel in erery direction, exhibiting 
in great brilliancy all the hues of the rainbow. 

As I know no reason why the little incidents of li& 
at sea shoidd not be reoorded by travellers, and given to 
the world as liberally as those of life on shore, I shall 
here give a sketch ef our daily proceedmgs on board his 
majesty's packet brig f^rolic, whieh may be. taken as a 
sample of life in every similar situation. 

At six4)ell8, in the morning watdi, we generally 
emerge from our wooden cells ; wheUier refieshed or not 
by the night's repose depends in a great degree upon the 
motion oi the vessel, the creaking of Htb guns, masts, 
and bulk-heads, but more upon the state of the thermo* 
meter, which is materially influenced by the hatches 
being placed pn or off, as the weather admits* 

After perfonning our ablutiona in about a pint of fresh 
water, economically served out by the steward, we go 
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npon deck, cHt a leunui-Iike gknoe round tbe boriioa, 
tben up it tbe douds, then down mt tin Mnpan, «nd 
pre a, Dieltiicholj tigk, (ur proDotmoe ajojfiil "Ha!" — 
mcMTding to tbe appeartnoe of the one ot the diraction 
oT the other. We next atrdl np and down the deck, in 
coDTenatioii npon tbe weather, ai it tM*, and u, and if 
lobe; we then examine the lof , and calculate the die- 
tance mnunoeyeiterdajal Doon, nod often tbe diitance 
■till to be ran befbie we eat Emh beef at Boenoa Ajiea. 
At two-bena, we all descend latbec haatily, and with- 
out any obeervaDOe of 

Pl«cadaicfl, pildc of rofik uh] blrthr 



but (1 tea, particnlarij in a packet, of very little coiBidiB- 

When aeated at breakfkat, each, to hia taite, batten a 
■moking bat roll, which, if not ao liglit aa a French 
roll, ii certainly not ao beafy aa a nine-poand shot. 
The table i> covered with Iux>iriea; here, the re- ' 
main^ of accddroast dnck; there, the bmei of what 
waa once • fowl ; at tbe head, a noble diah of salt fiab, 
masbed in a mortar and eeuiMied with oniooaj at the 
toot, the liver and lig^hta of a pig ot aheep recently hilled ; 
in tbe middle, a diah i^ fried anlt tripe and broiled £u 
pork ; with other little daintiea equally eiqoiNte, which, 
if not all aerTed np roi the aune day, appear in rotatton, 
according to the etudied arrangement of our ileward. 
Tea, or coffee, or both, may be had on asking for, bat 
latterly there i^no milk ; because, in the first place, tbe 
eld goat, which for a time yielded na a scanty supply of 
that luxury, was drained to death, poor wretch ! and its . 
starved carcase thrown overboard in the Baf of Biscay : 
in the second place, our patent milk soon &iled ns, as 
out of eighteen oaaes, with which we were provided. 
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only five, upon qpeninf, proved fit fi>r use. This patent 
milk is oommoii milk preferred by a pertieokr proceee, 
and tastes like boiled milk a little burnt, botnot qiqrfea* 
aant wben mixed with lea. It is pal up in tin cases 
bermetically sealed; and it will no dodbt be im^ 
proved upon, for if one case can be preserved sweet and 
food fiir many months, so may a thousand by the same 
process. 

After breakftst, we again lomige upon deck, and look 
oat for flying-fish, or skip-jacks, or dolphins ; if none 
appear to detain as, we go bek>w, and take our accos* 
tomed seatsromid the cabin table, where each commences 
an occnpation suited to his disposition, which generally 
terminates in an ea^ nap. 

A journal is sure to be seen, with the journalist por- 
ing over it, anxiously thinking, rethinking, and drawing 
canals firom a blot of ink, befi>re he hits upoa a change 
of subject, or finds wherewithal to fill the page intended 
fer the entertainment of his fiunily and a few most inti- 
mate friends only ; for what private journal in this world 
was ever written with the intent t>f bestowing its trea- 
sures upon a thankless public through the medium of 
the press! 

Another amuses himself with a flute, for which in- 
strument, cme of our companions suddenly acquired a 
most ungovernable passi on . Unhappily for the majority of 
the company, one of the ornamental appendages of the 
state-cabin was an old flute, which, to speak the truth, 
owed ita preservation much less to the value set upon it, 
than to the harmless vanity of publicly ydiibiting a for- 
gotten accomplishment of our captain's. This instru- 
ment, one day in a tremendous lurch, fell firom its usual 
place of security upon the head of our young friend» 
who, first starting ** even at the eoond himself had 
made," took it up and almost extempore produced the 
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■nbluBe anthem of ** God Mm th^Kng,** «m1 ever after 
•*-«rj mei^ on the ooneord of sweet aonnda ! 

Thoa, aa the aoeidental &11 of an apple 6am a tiee 
eccaaioped in the mind of England's ** ineompnfmhie 
philosopher'* his first thought of a gmad system, so did 
the aeeidental fidl of &e Ante from its hooka lead to t^ 
first trial of a talsHt, the conttnned pnctioe of whieb 
nearly distracted vm all. 

This gentleman had a genios finr poetry aa irell aa for 
tfaeeharmkig art of mnsio; he eompesed atmly raelaar 
^'■^y ^>^^^ up<» ^ ^Mth of ontf of onr sheep» which 
was smothered hy heing too careftdly covered up in tiie 
launch during a gale of wind. He was so kind as to 
&Tour me with copies of several of his m^etaux choUU* 
I give them this foreign epithet,' because they come imme- 
diately under that class of poetry which a certain French 
critic terms — **• des ver9 fabriqHi$ avee le marimu de lot 
adenee,*^ 

At fire-bells, that is, at half past two, the steward's 
mate enters the cabin, and very respeetfhUy says ^ Five 
bells, if you please, 'gel'men;'* which means **Cleejr 
away your traps, I want to lay the doth;** and this arti- 
cle of decent luxury, if it happens to be Sunday or 
Thursday, is spread clean from the waeh, the steward 
on these days, just before the tkne of spreading it, sd- 
dom fidling. to call out to his mate, ** I say, Bob! don't 
you forget for to mind that this, is clean-cloth-day"-— 
to whom Bob, •• I knows it" ^ 

At ^fe mate's warning we go upon deck, and usuaUy 
wait with atteiftion the strikmg of nz-bells. This, on 
board ship, we may truly caH ** the tocsin of the soulf 
for this announcement of dinner is received with a de- 
lightfol emotion, and if any accident occasions a breach 
of the punctuality with which a dinner is usually served 
up, impatiettce and disappointment are then so loudly 
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aad clamoiroiisly expressed, that the atmoet eon^uioii 
has he&k known to ensue between cook, cook*a mate, 
steward, steward^s mate, cabin-hoy, and cabin passen- 
gers ; to avoid which, every exertion is made to atrew 
the dinner upon the table be&re the sound is out of the 
belL I have said "' to Hrew** upon the table, because I 
onnsider it a prettier word than scatter ; but far be it 
from me to insinuate thereby, irregularity or disorder in 
the arrangement; for although the business is managed 
in that'off'hand, sailor-like manner which despises the 
rigid ndes of formality, it cannot at the same time be 
termed disorder. I only mean to observe, that neither 
square nor compass is used In the disposal of the dishes, 
nor is it thought a matter of importance to " cross cor. 
ners with puddings.*' I have seen three puddings placed 
at one side of the table on board the Frolic, with only a 
aauoer of fttckled onions or of pickled samphire to sepa- 
rate them, and I never remarked that they excited the 
least alarm, or uneasiness, either in the mind or in the 
oountraiaaoe of our host, or any of his guests. 

About one hour of time is consumed in consuming 
that abundance which has, in appearance, been shaken 
out of the horn of plenty upon the table. Bottled por- 
ter and bottled stout, a few degrees above temperate, froth 
round the chattering board. Madeira, very good indeed ; 
aherry, very badindeed; port, which in these latitudes may 
compare with ** Day and Martin mulled ;" very &ir claret, 
and opcaaionally champagne, are all at the discretion of the 
guests,together withgin,rum,brandy, and tamarind-water. 
Whatever may be the beverage, it is imbibed apparently 
with as little advantage as the labour of the daughters 
of Danaus, who were doomed to draw water out of a 
well with sieves ; for at every pore of the skin it is re- 
tamed in equal abundance. When the doth is removed, 
a plate of dried figs, anotiier of dried raisins, and a third of 
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dried alnMmds, are placed upoft the table. Two wiiie»^ 
glaaaes, of different aizee aad shapes, and a green dessert- 
plate, with km& and fork, are then placed before each 
person ; but all this u only style, arising* ont of the mere 
refinement of fashion, fiir I have nerer seen either theone or 
the other put to the smallest use, except perhaps a s^lass 
to Np a little wine and water out oC whilst oonTersation* 
not the bottle, goes its round. We have thus often pass- 
ed an hour ^erj merrily ; some droll stories, or a song, 
occasionally inducing the officer of the watch to peep 
down the sky-light in envy of the uproarious mirth 
below. 

Again upon deck for a stroll, and examination of the 
elements upon which our fate, as well as our humour, so 
much depends. One may, perhaps, seat himself com- 
fortably upon' the breech of a carronade ^to study his 
Spanish grammar ; another disposes hiinself still more 
comfortably to sleep ; a third hauls in the fishing-line, 
which is generally towing astern, to catch what it can* 

At the setting of the sun, particularly in the tro]McAl 
latitudes, we occasionally found half an hour*s amuse- 
ment in watching the ever-changing scenery of the 
clouds J each person discovering 8<»nething extraivdinary 
in the various shapes they assumed ; perhaps the like- 
ness of the lord chancellor in his wig, or of some won- 
derful animal; this was communicated to the next 
neighbour, who had just discovered something else 
equally fimtastic. I recollect, one eve'ning, our having 
seen distinctly the scene in ** Midas,** representing the 
descent of all the gods and goddesses, but with a solem- 
nity of beauty and brilliancy of colours far surpassing 
the boasted art of man. 

Thus we used to gaze, with equal i^easure and admi- 
ration, till darkness dropped her curtain, and hid these 
truly resplendent beauties firom our view. Twilight 
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can Boafcely be said to exist ; for no sooner does the sun 
set in these latitudes, than the night succeeds. 

At seven-bells in the last dog-watch, tea is announced, 
when those who wish to steam themselves for half an 
hour, descend to do so. Shortly after this alimentary 
operation, sighs and yawns proclaim the approaching 
hour for bed, and before two-bells are struck in the first 
watch, some are already ** turned in'* and fast secured 
in the spells of sleep. Others may prefer remaining 
npon deck, listening to the sailor^s song, sometimes droll 
and merry, sometimes dismally pathetic ; or, it may be, 
reclining oyer the gangway, idly gazing on the sparkling 
lustre of the moon, ' as it dances on the geoitly-rippled 
waves, or in thoughtful remembrance of those far away ; 
or mayhap, in deeper meditation still — for at midnight 
hour, when all is serenity and calm at sea, a holy calm 
will also reign in the heart, and the thoughts will rise to 
heaven. Be this as it may, the night passes away some- 
how or other, and day returns and is killed in the same 
manner as the preceding. 

If, from the foregoing representation, it appears that 
our life on board the Frolic is not very frolicsome, it 
ihust not be supposed that we are miserably dull, though 
it may be reasonable to conclude that we sometimes foel 
ourselves, particularly m a foul wind with a head sea, 
rather squeamish, and our spii^its not so high as our 
thermometers. 



\ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Pbm the Eqaator— A Comet— Mafellan Clouds^Making all mmg 
in a gale— Enter the River Plat— Disappointoaent .in landiDg 
—Termination of tbe voyage. 

November 5. ' This day is an epoch in all our 'jour- 
nals, having at eight o'clock A. M., passed the equator, 
and entered the southern hemisphere; a circumstance 
which seemed to create a sensation of pleasure not un' 
like what travellers experience when they have got over 
all the bad road on their journey, and when that which 
is still before them, besides being shorter, is smooth and 
down hilL Our hopes of a favourable termination to our 
voyage are raised to the utmost But, upon what do 
these hopes repose? — Alas! upon the winds and 
the waves, the very superlatives of inconstancy and dis- 
appointment 

8th. Close hauled upon the larboard tack, we have 
made good upwards of two degrees and a half of latip 
tu4e since yesterday at noon« I had almost forgotten 
to make mention of a comet, which is fidrly deserving' 
of a place in a journal, as it is not an everyday sight; 
for astronomers inform us, that, from the period of 500 
years before Christ, up to the year 1811, only ninety- 
eight comets have been known to appear to the inhabi- 
tants of our earth. The celebrated one of that year, 
every body saw, and the tail of it, according to Sir Wil- 
liam Herschell, expanded over a space of more than nine 
millions of miles ! 

From the comet to the clouds is a very natural transi- 
tion; and therefore I take this opportunity of mentioning 
the ** Magellan clouds," which are also curious in their 
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way. They are called tAer Ma^Uan, the celebrated 
Gircumnavigator, who^ upwards of three hundred years 
ago, gave his name to the intricate channel at the south- 
ern extremity of America, and who, it is pretended, first 
noticed the clouds in queMion. 

Since we have been in the southern hemis^iere, we 
have fi>und great pleasure, every night, in admiring the 
^[^ndidiieauties above, so different from those in the 
northern heavens; but I do not think I should have ob- 
served the ** Magellan clouds'* had 'they not been pointed 
out to me. They eidst, however, and are alvrays to be 
seen at night, each about the iize of a table-cloth, <»e 
the colour of a dean one, and the other something of the 
colour of our own cloth at the end of a week's wear. 
When once pointed out, it is very easy to distinguish 
them from other clouds. There tfaey^have been for 
three hundred years certain, perhaps they are coeval 
with the world ; and they may remain when, peradven- 
ture, no human eye shall exist to look upon them. 

12th. Remarkably fine weather ; and although' the 
thermometer in the sun indicates the eoMuming heat of 
1^4^, our light dresses, and awnings, and ventilations, 
preserve us to a great degree from its effects. 
- 13th. Sunday ; a heavenly day in every respect The 
sea without a ripple on its sur&ce ; the atmosphere se- 
rene and clear ; the sky without a cloud, being one en* 
tire canopy of light azure, beautifully brilliant ; a gentle 
~ refreshing breeze, a little abafi the beam, has just force 
sufficient, with ail sail set, to &n us al<mg at the rate of 
five miles and a half an hour: — :the whole world would 
be sailors, were the ocean and the winds as smooth and 
placid at all times as we find them now. 

17th. Fresh and fair indeed, is the breeze that now 
makes tiie waves **so gaily curl before our dashing 
I«owf eight, nine, and ten knots an hour are run off 

4» 
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with «Me, and rig^fat joyiiil is every countenance, for ap- 
pearances are each oa to encourage the hope that this 
pace will laattill we reach onr destination. 

18th. The sea runs high, and the wind whistles tfarongh 
the cordage in that monmfbl tone which adds so mnch 
to the imposing solemnity of a storm. Fortmiately for 
us, we have it abaft the beam, and are enabled to carry 
on gallantly before it, having performed SMmilee since 
yesterday. 

That large bird of the southern ocean, the albatross, 
has been winging his rapid flight round us, with as 
much ease as if we were motionlesB as the far distant 
rock which, perhaps, he had just left^ although at the 
time we were running at the rate of ten knots. 

19th. <« Harder yet, it still Mows harder!** We are 
now scudding before the gale with top-gallant sails over 
double-reefed topsails, rolling gunnels in, and every tim- 
ber and plank of the ship creaking in horrible dieciord, 
in proof of their laborious exertions in the heavy sea, . 
through which we have again pbughed 224 miles in 
twenty-four hours. 

dOth. Louder roars the tempest; the ocean foams in 
fiiry around us ; and a dark gloomy sky frowns upon us 
from above* We are now driven on at the rate of ten 
and eleven knots an hour ; the sea occasionally making 
a clear sweep over the vessel, as she rolls and labours in 
the storm ; and wonderful it is how these little ships 
outlive a gale, for in a heavy sea they are as often under 
the waves as above them. 

Slst. Last night the gale considerably increased, and 
before daylight this morning the boatswain's hoarse 
voice was heard summoning all hands to send down 
toplgallant yards, to strike top-gallant masts, and reef 
and fori the necessary saib, which is called **ffkiiimi^ 
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ofl tnug ;** bat, woe is me ! what a sea ! and what a 
shipi and what a berth ! ibr snugness / 

22d. The gale has abated, the sea has sabsided, and 
our ship seems onee more at her ease. 

After a voyage of fifty .fiye days, and at the oonclii* 
sion of a storm, one might imagine thai the cry of 
^ Land ho !" in the neighboarhood too of the anxiously 
desired port, wooM be a cheering consolation to sea- 
worn travellers. At seven o*clock this morning, land 
was descried from the deck ; but its low, barren, inhos- 
jntabie aspect, added to the unpleasantness of the wea- 
ther and the continuance of the wind directly against 
ti», destroyed all the happy effects of this usually wel- 
come announcement. 

25th. The wind changed in the course of last night, 
and increased to a gale, which drove us out to sea, af. 
ter being within a few miles of our port. The weather 
is now so excessively cold and blustering, that, had I 
not passed the Equator, I might have been disposed to 
imagine that our captain had smijf^led us to the coast 
of Nova Zembla. After beating about for sixteen hours 
against a bead sea, a strong current, and a foul wind, 
we were at last compelled to yield to such powerful ad- 
versaries, by furling our sails, and letting go an anchor, 
the ground here answering alpaost every where for that 
purpose: but no shelter whatever is obtained from 
either the winds or the waves; every thing must de. 
pend upon the 8treng;th of the cable. 
, 26th. We rode out the gale perfectly safe, and at 
three o'clock this morning the wind came round to a 
fiivourable point, when we weighed anchor, and made 
all sail up the stupendous^ but wholly uninteresting ri- 
ver Plate, which is 130 miles wide at its mouth, and 
not less than from tw^ity to thirty in any one part for 
a distance exceeding 150 miles inland. 
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In the coarie of the day, the -rigging' of the ship, 
from top to bottom, was literal!/ covered with long^ fine' 
cobwebs that had been blown off the shore, having' at- 
tached to them their insect maoofkctlirers, who dispersed 
themselves in thousands over our decks. We saw 
upon the distant hills along* the coast immense herds 
of cattle, which sufficiently assured us, that what we 
had so often heard respecting the cheapness of beef in 
this country might well be the case. Our captaui said^ 
that in his first voyage to Buenos Ayres, he received 
from an American gentleman seven good bullocks for 
three English sheep. ^ 

In the evening, a pilot came on board, which saved 
the necessity of putting into Monte Video : and a fine 
fresh breeze favouring us, we made all possible sail for 
Buenos Ayres, with confident hopes of arriving on the 
morrow. In the course of the night, however, we were 
again baffled by variable winds, and compelled to come 
to an anchor in the middle of the river, which, not- 
withstanding its ifl^nitude, is of extremely intricate 
navigation, being in some places so shallow, that we 
had only two feet depth of water beyond what the ship 
required. 

27th. This day we were visited by vast numbers of 
moths, and various small birds, some of the latter of 
beautiful plumage. About dusk in the evening, 
swarms of dragon-flie^^ infested the ship; and we saw a 
flight of wild ducks, which I mention as the first inti- 
mation I had of being in fresh water, although in the 
river ; for at this moment no land is to be seen on either 
nsidfi^of us from the deck, and but very faintly from the 
mast-head ; all around has still the appearanpe of the 
ocean. 

39th. By taking every precaution and making ** dU 
sni^,** we have weathered a tempestuous night ; and at 
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such WM not our destiny, for this whole business ended 
in one gfeneral disappointment. 

At eight o'clock in the morning, the captain, expect- 
ing a fiiToarable change of wind, weighed and made 
sail, not for Ensenada, not to join the general *^ early in 
the morning," bat — once again for Buenos Ayres, now 
only twenty^ix miles distant. The disappointment of 
the passengers was great indeed, and how lonc^he ge- 
neral wfdted breakfast for us I have yet to learm 

The wind did not, as the captain expected, change 
in our (avonr, but continued obstinately unfavourable 
for fifteen hours, the whole of which time it took us to 
work up the river. 

At eleven o'clock at night we anchored, a/ 2a«/, in 
the wild open . roads of Buenos Ayres, about eight 
miles distant from the town ; but were it not that we 
could discover, at day-llght, the domes of cathedrals, 
the steeples of churches, and the long white ranges of 
buildings, we might still imagine ourselves in the midst 
of the ocean, for so low and flat is the land that none 
could be seen from our deck. 

Here terminates a voyage of exactly nine weeks, 
which, although commonly performed in eight, some, 
times in seven, is not considered among the worst. 
No vessel could have been more baffled than the little 
Frolic with unfavourable winds and bad weather; 
therefore, reader, if you are now complaining of weari- 
ness, stupidity, and ennui, I fain would ask, what could 
you have expected otherwise, during a tedious, uninte. 
resting voyage across the dreary Atlantic ? 
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CHAPTER V. 



A sudden atonp— Awkward landing of the pftssengers— Arrival at 
Buenos Ayres— Fauncli's hotel — Caution to Bervants— Change in 
eccIeaiaaUcal aflkir»— Adyertiaementa in the newapapen. 

December Xst. On board H. M. brig Frolic, at single 
anchor, in the outer roads of Buenos Ayres. In north- 
ern climes, this month is usually accompanied with 
hail, rain, storni, and all the severities of winter ; but 
not even upon the bleak coast of Lapland, has it ever 
been ushered in with a more tremendous warring of 
the elements than we have just experienced. 

Scarcely had we secured our ship at anchor, when 
the whole horizon became enveloped In one continued 
blaze of lightning, for so vivid were the wide-extending 
flashes, that their-^ intermission was scarcely percepti- 
ble, and so dazzling as to be quite overpowering to the 
sight. , 

Thunder, ^.t the same time, burst over our heads. 

Deepening and crashing as Uwould rend the world : 



V 



the wind blew with the fury of a hurricane : then fol- 
lowed a shower of hail, which cannot be better describ- 
ed than in the words of one of the sailors, who exclaim- 
ed, "These lumps of ice are battering upon our decks 
like grape-shot.'* When the hail ceased, the rain pour- 
ed in torrents, the stars lost all their lustre, and the 
moon, usually so brilliant here, assumed a blood-red, 
gloomy appeaj'aq^, that added considerably to the aw- 
fulness of this tremendous gust, for it did not last above 
half an hour. Storms of this kind are generated in the 
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daylijfht this monuog, the ^le having modermted, we 
weighed, and once more set sail ibr Buenos Ayres, with 
strong hopes of being able to reach the roadstead be- 
fore night. 'At two o'clock in the afternoon thoee hopes 
vanished. 

The wind headed us so strongly, that the captain re- 
solved to grive up Buenos Ayres and to try fer the har- 
bour of Ensenada, twenty-five miles nearer to us than 
the-fbrmer; but the pilot not being sufficiently ac- 
quainted with that harbour, declined taking the ship 
in ; we therefore came to an anchor about nine miles 

« 

from the land, and sent one of our boats on shore to 
procure a pilot acquainted with the place. Oar chief 
commissioner went in the boat, fbr the purpose of pre- 
paring good cheer, hiring horses, and getting, by the 
time we should land, every thing ready for conveying 
us all, bag and baggage, to Buenos Ayres. 

We knew there could be no lack of horses, and were 
therefore quite delighted at the idflk of a gallop along 
the flat which extends the whole length of the coast, 
and, indeed, for at least seven hundred miles into the 
interior. 

It being nearly four o'clock in the afternoon when 
the boat with our general went on shore, before a fine 
stiff breeze, we allowed him an hour to go, and a full ' 
hour and a half to return, which, perhaps, was little 
enough, considering the distance; but we on board 
were delightfully impatient ; and, as delight takes no 
heed of time, wfi sufiSsred no other idea to enter our 
heads than that of being in full gallop within three 
hours and a half from the time our boat shoved off. 
Every thing on our parte was prepared to prevent a 
moment's delay ; there was not a single article, from a 
bale (^pack-saddles to a night-cap, that was not pack- 
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ed in readineM to diaembftrk : even pwtola were primed 
and loaded for defence against casualties in the strange 
country in which we were about to trust ourselyes. 

A full hour more than the time we had judged the 
boat required to return, -passed heavily away, and still 
no sign of her appeared ; although we could see distinct- 
ly five miles ^m the ship, before -the sun set and left 
OS in darkness, with blue devils. 

30th. Precisely at one hour after midnight, the cap- 
tain came to my berth, and awakened me from a state 
which must have proved to him that I had forgotten all 
the cares of thiis world. ** Here,** said he, '*ip a letter 
from the general ; and so exhausted are my boat's erew 
in pulling off against wind and tide for the last six 
hours, that had they had one mile farther to pull,- they 
oould not possibly have reached the ship.*' They were, 
in truth, completely ^* knocked up.** The generaPs 
letter, according to rule, commenced by stating his 
^* safe arrival,** whitfi we (for all assembled to hear the 
news) were very happy to learn. The next paragra{4i 
seemed to give peculiar satisfaction. ^* Horses in 
abundance, and all ready ; do not, upon any account, 
forget to bring our own saddle^, as so long a ride with 
those of the country will probably be found very uneasy 
and galling.** 

He also recomftaended us not to neglect the pack-sad- 
dles for conveying our baggage, and said, ** We can 
easily reach Buenos Ay res to-night, olthough it may 
be a little late ; but, if the boat should happen not to 
get on board soon enough, I shall, in that case, not ex^ 
pect you till the morning, when you can come to break-. 
fast, and come early.** The letter then mentioned the 
sorry kind of lodging he had got into, which we should 
have been heartily glad to have shared with him : but 
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Andes, and rushing with unresisted violenoe over the 
ftampaa, are thence called pamperot** 

At eight o'clock in the morning, the weather having 
sofficiently moderated, the captain, with the mails, 
went on shore in the launch, accompanied by all my 
compagnofu de votfoge. It being requisite that some- 
body should remain on board with the baggage and 
sundry other articles-, I vdunteeied to do so, as I per- 
ceived my friends 'wmld consider it a severe punish- 
ment to be deprived of the first possible chance of gain- 
•ing their liberty, and I did not wish, for the sake of 
aToiding a few hours longer confinement, to inflict that 
punishment on any of them. Away they went in fall 
glee, althoughiin a rough sea, and with a strong breeze 
nearly right^ against them,- leaving me in-solitary con- 
finement to await a' similar «njoyment at a future op- 
portunity. 

2d. A fine, calm, sun-shining morning as ever graced 
the month of May. 

I confess, I folt my solitude more irksome than I ex- 
pected, and began to wish for my release with some de- 
gree of impatience, for it was late before the boat re- 
turned ; and when I questioned the coxswain upon the 
cause of his delay, he gave me so lamentable an ac- 
count of the adventures of his passengers, that I found^ 
I had occasion to rejoice, rather than repine, at my de- 
tention on board. Such is lifo ! and such is man ! — as 
Matthews observes, ^*like a lobster in boiling water, 
restless and never satisfied !*' 

The boat had been so crowded with mail-bags, port- 
manteaus, passengers, and other lumber, that the men 
could not use their oars with proper efl^t; and the 

* Pampa, In tbe Peravian or aoklina language, aignlfies a plain 
••iraticK j»aiii|Hi— a great plain. 
VOL. I. 5 
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wind hvriiig inezeMed aftmr putting off from the ahip, 
it wai ■mm feond that Uwy conld not potsibly fetch th* 
Umding-plioe at ibe town, while, from the s^ngth of 
the conent againet them, to regain the ship -was 
equallj impomible. The boat, moreover, from behig w 
long oat of nee, and ezpoied to w much heat at we4iad 
ezperienoed in the tropical latitudes, was, as the cox. 
ewain very ngnifioantly remarked, ^ like an old basket," 
and leaked as fast and faster thamiall hands could -bale 
the water oat. 

In this dilemma there was nothing else ht it than to 
^ xxp iielm** and run for tbe nearest land wherever they 
could letch it. This they did ; but from their total ig- 
norance of the sonndings, and the shallowness of the 
water along the ooast, the boat grounded full a quarter 
of a mile from the shore. The alternative of sitting 
quietly in the boat up to the knees in dear water, or of 
jumping of erbeard up to the middle in muddy water, 
now remained; and the ktter was unanimously prefer- 
red, because it was supposed that they were only the 
distance **of a pleasant walk through the fiekls*' from 
Buenos Ayres. Overboard they accorcfingly sprang, 
and waded in high spirits to terra firma.* 

At a dntance, a cart with a yoke of oxen hove in 
Mght, and was soon ** brought |o," boarded, and the 
owner engaged, but in what language is not known, to 
convey the mails and luggage to the town ; the party 
escorting it on fix)t, with our gallant captain at their 
head. 

They bad not proceisded mn<di beyond an. hour or so, 
when it was generally felt that the ple$iur4 of the vralk 
was yet to come ; for ankle-deep pools, deeper sand, and 
still deeper mud, seemed to increase as they advanced, 
without the grati^cation of bdiolding the semUance of 
a ** green field," or even of a road, to give stability to 
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their feotkig, or to encourage their mlreeily legging 
stepe. All round them w«s a flat wildemeei, without 
any thing in View ezee|it the clingy dome of the eathe- 
dral of Buenos Ayrei, which acted as a aort of beaoqn 
to their land of promiae, atill far distant ; for they as- 
certained that the full measore of thirteen miles, firom 
the place where the boat groonded, must be made good 
before they could reach the city. By turns, one, and 
sometimes two, would throw themselves for a »pell 
upon the creaking, jolting, bollock-cart, and in this way 
they all arrived^ oltvc, at the English Hotel, just as the 
sun was about to leave them in the lurch. 

I congratulated myself in having remained quietly 
on board, then, stepping into the boat, took my leave of 
the Frolic. 

When about a hundred yards from the shore, we 
were met by one of those carts upon amasdngly high 
wheels, drawn by two horses, which line the beach, and 
are in attendance to receive passengers from the boats, 
which cannot approach nearer to the landing place on 
account of the shallowness of the water. In this cart 
I was conveyed ftill gallop to Faunch^s Hotel, where I 
took up my quarters in Buenos Ayres ; and here I need 
not detain myself for the purpose of writing an elabo. 
rate history of the place or of its inhahitanta, for the 
subject has been forestalled by at least a fhll^sooce of 
authors and travellers of every denomination* 

Faunch's is considered the principal hotel in the city, 
out of compliment, I suppose, |p the proprietoia, who 
are English; but there is nothing whatever in the 
whole stragglihg building, within doors or without, that 
can induce an Englidi traveJler to foncy himself in an 
English hoteL My bed-room, selected as one of the 
very best in the hoas», was not many degvees more ca- 
pacious than my berth on board the Frolie. My bed 
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was certainly good ettongk for any body, betD|^ com- 
posed of a hard straw mattrasa and clean sheets, which 
were all I desired. Being, howeyer, somehow or others 
exceedingly addicted to having my little comforts aboiU 
me, and wishing now and then to have a retreat 
whither I might retire with only'tey own company, I 
fblt considerable inconvenience in finding no more 
space than just sufficient to contain my portmanteaus', 
over one of which I was always obliged to stand astride 
when in the room. Ths door opened abruptly into the 
yard or. court, as is usual in this country, where all 
rooms have free communication with the street; in 
shortf the habitation was what in England is called an 
**out*houBe,** which might be considered a very ocmve- 
nient place for keeping coals, or where a sportsman 
might probably tie up his dogs. 

Alderman Rowcrofl had slept inihe same room, and 
being asked the first morning, how he had been lodged ? 
his answer was, ^* As well as could ^be expected, consider- 
ing Faunch had given me a bed in the stable." 

The walls and floor of this apartment were nearly 
covered with what at first gave me considerable alarm ; 
but being assured that I should not be molested, I took 
courage, and found that I was not deceived. This was 
a colony of ants, which had their 'settlement in one of 
the beams of the roof, and having several roads to it« 
they were spread in divisions of millions over the room» 
bat always preserved the nicest order and regularity in 
their ranks. Day and night their industry was unceas- 
ing, and I suppose of too much interest to themselves 
to admit of their interference with others, for I never 
found the least inconvenience from them, but oflen 
much amusement in observing their curious labours. 
Sweets seemed to be their great allurement, for the su- 
gar-bowl every mommg waa found in their entire pos- 
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aeMMDy uid to dulodge tkani was no mtf tiak. Fnr- 
haps no hoose in Buenos Ajrios is mttogetiier fino ftom 
thorn. 

The living at Fauneh^ Hotel was Tsry fiur, and oon- 
sidering that the markets here are not Tery reasonable, 
lus prioes were not extravagant. The cheapnees of 
beef is oounterbolaoced by the dearness of vegetahlee; 
fuel also is to be included amongst articles of high price 
and scarcity.* 

The city of Boenoe Ayies.coTers a very great extent 
of ground, 5»wing to the plan generally adopted by the 
Spaniards throughoat South Aaieriea« of making the 
streets cross each other at right angles and form regit. 
|ar parallelograms. Manypf the streets are two^ and 
sooae, I believe, three miles in length; but ftom the 
bam-like appearance of the houses, the narrowness of 
the streets, and the total absence of equipages, it is di£ 
ficult to imagine oneself in a large, populous, and 
thriving capitaL The Spaniards did nothing either for 
its convenienoe or its embeUishment ; but since the 
revolution, many improvements have taken place, and 
many more are contemplated. 

The theatre is the great national attraction; the 
people, indeed, take so much delight in theatrical npn^ 
aentations, that parties are made to attend even the re« 
bearsals. I had the honour of being invited, and slept 
for two hours at one of those dullest of all amusements 
—the rehearsal of a bad comedy. The operas here, 
however, are liot to be despised. I saw H Barhiere di 
SKm^ia performed in a very creditable manner, cme or 

* Since thii period, Faunch has taken a large hoaie from Mr. 
Thwaites, an English merctiant, who spared neither pains nor ex • 
pense in fitting it up with all the comfort and convenience of a 
ilnt^rate hotel, and it now only requires good attendance to make 
it to in every respect. 

5» 
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two of tbo p e riiiiiim i in wlneli wovld have rooeifod ap- 
plaoM OD any stafo. 

NotwithsUndJog tiie perUow naTigmtioii of the river 
Pkte, Boenof A jrea haa more tnde with Earope than 
any other town in Sooth America. Shipe of all nationa 
. curry merehandlae to this city, whence it is odnveyed 
on mnlea, or in bnllock-carta, to the interiM'. • The 
carriage of gooda ia, however, extremely espenaive 
which may appear extraordinary in a country where a 
yoke of fino oxen, well trained, can be porchaaed fiir 
forty or fifty dollara, and a good horae Ibr fifteen dol- 
lars ; though a first-rate animal, for hixnry, may coat 
fifty or a hondred doUara. 

My aervant, with whom I had fiur reoommendationa 
in LoadoD, deaerted me a ftw days after my arrival, in 
oonaeqoence of finding oat thatjiie wagea of the coun- 
try were higher than thoae whidi he obtained from me. 
I gave him, by agreement, thirty gnineaa a year, which, 
ibr all he had to do, waa ample ; but in Buenoe Ayma 
he learned that he could earn double that sum, and 
therefore sought an opportunity to ^ give me warning,^ 
unreasonably expecting to have his passage from £ng-> 
land free. He waa not aware, however, that in conaa- 
qnenoe of similar tricks played by many of hii profts- 
sion on their arrival from Europe, the government of 
Buenos Ayres had very considerately passed a law 
making all contracts executed in Europe binding in 
South America. By virtue of this law I obtained a de- 
cree a]g[ainst him fi>r the thirty-six pounds which I had 
paid for his passage; and when he was tapped on the 
shoulder, and asked **to pay or to prison,** he said he 
preferred remaining with his master ; but his master, 
in rather harsh terms, declined having any thing more 
to do with him. 
Christmaa-day ; certainly the vwj hotteat I ever 
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passed; the thermometer in the shade'stood for some 
hours at 90^. The heat was really intc^rable. 

I dioed with H. B. Majesty's Consul-Geoeral to this 
republic, who entertains in the style and with the hos- 
pitality of an English gentleman. He is deservedly es- 
teemed at Buenos Ayres, and most be so in any higher 
diplomatic situation, to which his talents bid fair to 
promote him. 

I observed no religious processions, nor any of those 
ceremonies usually per^rmed at this festive season. 
Religion here is i^ longer what it was a few years ago ; 
but although there may be nothing to lament in the 
abolition of many absurdities, yet care will be requisite 
in curbing that injudicious spirit of which there is cer- 
tainly^some appearance, and which, aiming at religiona 
license, may miss the mark, and tdVminate in religious 
anarchy— of all disasters the most fatal that can befal 
a state. 

^ith respect to the pope, the Americans literally care 
nothing abot^ his holiness. America is as independent 
of Rome, as Rome is of America ; the great body of 
the people think that they may redress their ecclesias- 
tical grievances, and regulate the forms and duties of 
their religion, without the necessity of traversing the 
Atlantic ocean to consult the Holy See on every little 
repair that may be requisite for the movement of the ^ 
machinery of their church. As well, it has been said, 
might an inhabitant of Paris keep his watchmaker at 
Fekin. 

Having lefl the land of liberty and arrived in a country 
where slavery exists, an Englishman, taking up one ol 
the public papers for the first tin^e, cannot but experience 
very strange sensations upon seeing men, women, and 
diildren, advertised fi>r sale amongst houses, cattle. Bur- 
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ton ale, fireah batter, and good* of all aorta ; and, like 
horaea, warranted aound and fr^ from vioe. 

In one of theae papera I obaerred that good cheer and 
alaverj. Burton ale. and atrong negroea, were advertised 
all to be had in the atreet of Piety ! {ealle de h Piedad.) 

Fr<»n another I copied the following : Z 

" 8e Vende, una eriada tana To be wM, a female fenrant, 
y Bin Vicioa, ea cantidad de 300 aound and free from vice ; price 
petoe. £n eata ofietna daran ' 900 doUan. Inquire at Uiii office, 
razon.*' 

I have frequently aeen in the ^Farmer'a Journal" a 
cow with her firat calf advertised for aale, but I never 
aaw till now an advertisement like the following : 

*' Be Vende, una MuladUa To be aold a young Mulatta, 
■ana tin vieloe, primeriza, con sound and without vice^ with 
Beetle de cuatro metes. * En la ber first child, and four months* 
casa de Espositos daran razon.** millE. Inquire at the house of 

foandlingf. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Preparations to cross th^ Pampas— Leave Buenos Ayrea witii a 
formidable4^avalcade•••Region of thistles^- Appetite of the Pwnea 
•-Gauchos—liiacacho— Excessive heat> -Pampa Indians-'Trifliag 
consideration set on a buUocIt— Confi^aion occasioned by a Pam- 
pero-^Immense herds of cattle on the Pampas — Extent of the 
Pampas—Comparison of the scenery of the Pampas with the 
Steppes of Russia. 

December 28th. Heat exceaatve,. which makea one 
t}f the preparations for our journey across the Pampas 
very laborious, that of stowing our baggage-carts, two 
of which we have purchased. These are capacious, 
rude, unconth4ooking vehicles, with cane sides, and roof 
covered withhides,the body balanced upon two prodigious- 
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ly high wheels, for the convenience of paBsing through riv- 
ers. We have dso purchased for our own conveyance a 
lohg coach, called here a gedera, the seats running side- 
ways, and the door at the end : being perfectly new, it cost 
one thousand and fcnrty-five dollars, which at th^ present 
rate of exchange is not quite two hundred pounds sterling. 
The carriage we brought from England was found totally 
unfit for the roads of this country, the axletree being 
much too narrow and the wheels much too low; besides, 
on the score of capacity^ it was altogether inadequate to 
the accumulation c^ goods which all and'each of us had 
provided, as well for general convenience as for individual 
comfort. Guns, pistols, hams, and sabres ; rum, brandy, 
powder, and shot ; chronometers, sausages, thermome- 
ters, barometers, and biscuits ; telescopes, books, pens, 
ink, and sugar ; a change of linen, ra2x>rs, soap, lemons, 
and oranges ; after the most ingenious packing, and to 
say nothing of the contents of our own pockets, left but 
very scanty room fi>r ourselves, and when each had set- 
tled into his place, there was just room, and no more, 
to give Carlo a berth on. a Cheshire cheese. 

According to the custom here of posting, each horse 
is ridden by a postilion ; and as each of our vehicles re- 
quired four horses, we were under the necessity of hiring 
nine peone^* for the joumay : one horse in each carni^B^e 
is always ridden by a postilion from the post houses, for. 
the purpose of conducting the animals home. 

We also hired a eapataz, who superintends the peenes^ 
manages the concerns of the journey, and. is supposed to 
possess ingenuity sufficient to repair the frequent dama- 
ges that' occur; for which purpose the requisite tools are 
provided, and amongst them, spades, shovels, and pick- 

* All claMes<^ workmen are called j»e«iie#. 
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axes, must not be forgotten, m tbereve many oj^portani- 
ties of oonTertuig the peonet into pioneen. 

In the cool of the evening, after the moon had risen, 
we left Buenos Ayres, a formidahle cavalcade ; the galera 
taking the lead, the two baggage carts following, and the 
emptOax bringing up the rear : our twelve horses, nearly 
as wild as the twelve., postilions who momited them, 
makings fruitless elSbrts to free themselves from their 
dexterous riders. Some of these were negroes, but most 
of them, notwithstanding their originality and novel ap- 
pearance, recalled forcibly to my memory the ^ Boys** of 
my native land. 

The uncombed, dishevelled lock»«-4he <mce black hat 
of many dinted shape, pitched some how or other on the 
head — the rent garment of a species of frieze— the bare 
leg^ indifferent to a squeeze between the horses— the spur 
(a most unmercifrd instrument of punishment in this 
country) attached to the naked hed^^the dnil'may-eare 
kind of way in which they galloped us through ruts, ovmr 
stones, and round sharp corners-<-the flourish of the whip 
above the head — the wild shriek to encourage the horses 
to go foster when the animals were going as fost as they 
had power to go— the arch glance of pride and satis&c* 
tion occasionally cast backwards at the passengers with- 
in, and accompanied with a touch of the hat, evidently 
meaning, ** There's driving for you, your honour !**-— 
altogether awakened reflections in my mind that occupied 
me very happily until we stopped at La Figura. 

This is the first post from Buenos Ayres, and here we 
were to pass the night, and have a specimen of the ac- 
commodation we were to expect upon a journey of seven- 
teen hundred English miles. When we arrived, the in- 
habitants, I suppose, were all in bed^ for not a soul ap- 
peared, and all doors were shut, except one of a detached 
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oatfacNMe, eooaglmg of fear bare ^wbUb, a tiuttohed roa( 
and mud floor, which w«fl the port hoiue, that ia to aay, 
the travellers' hotel Hioae who chose to enter it did so, 
mid spread their mattrasses upon the floor : I preferred 
the open air, and selected a berth under the galera, the 
innde being occupied by our chief commissioner, who, 
of course, had first choice in these matters. 

89th. Thermometer at noon 94^. We trayelled this 
day only thirty-six miles, in consequence of being obliged 
to wait fer one of the baggage carts, which we had lost 
sight of in ihe rear, and which did not come up until the 
evening, when we ascertained the delay to have been oc- 
casioned by the azktree taking fire. 

30th. Thenmmieter 900, Detained the whole of this 
day at Canada de la Cruz, the fifth post, and about seventy 
miles from Buenos Ayres, for the purpose of repairing 
the .wheels of our carts. It must here be observed, that 
not a particle of iron, not even a nail, u used in the con- 
struction of these vehicles ; they are every where secured 
with wooden pins, and bound- with strips of hide, which 
very reasonably prevents it being a matter of surprise, 
that in a gallo^ng journey they should occasionally re- 
quire repair. 

Baron Ciettritz and I, to kill time, killed several cou- 
ple of a very large species of snipe, which, with doves 
and plover, afforded excellent sport ; but the sun soon 
ecm&pelled us to desist. 

The country fer leagues round is covered with thistles, 
which at this season are to be seen growing to the pro- 
digious height of eight, and, in some places, ten feet : 
cattle which go in amongst them to seek a shade from the 
sun, and to feed up(m the grass beneath, are completely 
concealed. These thistles ferm almost the only ft»l 
fer the few inhabitants who are scattered over this vast 
wilderness : not a trq^ is to be seen, with;the exception 
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of a few peach trees, which have been planted in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the huts. 

31. Left Canada de la Cruz, but got no farther than 
Areoo, one post of six leagues, where the repairs of our 
baggage carts again compelled us to pass a day. 

The great number of dog^ that are to be seen at all the 
posts has been noticed by every traveller in this country. 
They are commonly of large size, and, from the abun- 
dance of meat which they devour, in good condition. 
They give immediate warning of the approach of 
strangers, whom they all sally oat to bark at, but seldom 
injure. 

In the evening we were sadly tormented by divers 
kinds of insects: they did not, however, prevent our 
peonea from making a hearty supper, for these ten men 
devoured nearly two sheep at that meaL The sheep 
were, full grown, of common size, and cost three shillings 
each. Killing, skinning, roasting, and eating, did not 
exceed thirty-five minutes. They were devoured, as is 
customary here, without bread, or vegetables of any 
kind. .The latter, in this part of the country, at least, 
seem not to be considered amongst the necessaries of 
life. 

The Grauchos, or inhabitants of the endless plains 
called pampas, are, in appearance, a fine race, but, in 
comparison with the peasantry of England and France, 
little better than a species of carnivorous balxxai. Their 
immense herds of cattle and flocks of sheep afford them 
sufficient means of existence without trouble, and on 
these they live contented; bread and vegetables are but 
little thought of; not that they cannot be had from the 
soil, bi\t because it requires pains and labour to produce 
them. As to the comforts of social or domestic life, even 
of the huml^st kind, they are altogether tmknown ; and 
yet I know not how it is, that I am neither disappointed, 
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dissatisfidd, nor disi^easedf with any thing I have hitherto 
seen of the habits or the character df these people. 

I>octor Johnson obeerres,— -and the travelled in South 
America most admit the truth of the observation^— that 
** Every mode of life has its conveniences. The id]er» 
who habituates himself to be satisfied with what he can 
most easily obtain, not only escapes labours which are 
often firuitless, but sometimes, succeeds bitter 4han those 
who despise all that is within their reach, and think 
every thing more valuable as it is harder to be acquired." 
It appears to me that the Grauchoe are indifferent about 
any thing that is beyond their reach, and set no vahie on 
tbat which is hard to be acquired ; ergo^ they are satisfied 
with their life : and certainly I have never seen amongst 
tliem that ai>ject, that degrading misery, which is so 
general among the peasantry of Erin go bragh ! 

January 1, 1826. — ^This new year we commenced 
eady, fer at three o'clock we were already upon our 
jouiney. The morning was delightful, and before the 
fnm c^i^yed his powerful influenee, birds, animals, and 
insects, new to us, were to be seen in every direction, 
enjoying the freshness of the early hours. The bUeaeho^ 
which some travellers have called the rabbit of the pam- 
pas, m^ay, I think, with greater propriety, from its size 
and appearance, be compared to the badger, winch it 
also equals in the severity of its bite and the tenacity 
of its hold: &e flesh is by some considered excellent 

fi)0(]. 

As the day advanced the heat became dreadful, and 
two of our horses died upon the road ^m its effects, 
aided, no doubt, by the murderous spurs of the riders, 
which are used with an indiflerence towards the animal 
truly shocking. 

With respect to the method in which horses are har- 
nessed in tins country, I am doubtful if the draught be 
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not more easy to them tfaan by the mode adopted is 
Europe. Ifere^ a very broad atron; girth ia uaed to the 
naddle, and under the flap» behind the rider's thigh, ia 
attached an iron ring, towhich the trace ia aecured by a 
toggle ; ao that the whi^ dnmgfat dependa iqwn the girth, 
and there b bat one trace to each horae. From the 
moment of atarting, the animala are made to canter, and 
for three, four, or even fife leagnea, are seldom allowed 
to aher that pace, unless it be to quidMQ it into a gallop; 
trotting ia never permitted. 

Towards evening we arrived at the poet of Aredfii, 
and bathed in the river of that name; a oonaiderable 
stream, but which the aolar heat had rendered a oompkle 
warm bath. The post houae here has a deep ditch round 
it, and a strong palisade to defend it from the attacks of 
the Indians, who make incuraiona into this part dT the 
country firom the Patagonian aide, and have firequeatly 
driven off all the cattle within their range, murdering 
the men who chanced to &11 into their hands, and miAmy 
cqrtivea of the women and children. Not many daja 
before our arrival, a large body of theae barbariana ap^ 
peered, but the neighbourhood being appriaed of thi^ 
advance, had asaembled and defeated them. Meaaorea 
are now being taken for the better security of the firon- 
tiera against them. 

Baron €>wttritz and I had an honr*8 excellent aport in 
ahooting wild ducks, teal, snipe, and doves, all of which 
were in abundance. In the course of our rambles, I die- 
ooveied a bulloek that had fidlen into a deep pit of water, 
out of which it struggled in vain to extricate itselfl I in^ 
mediately hastened, partly from motivea of humanity, 
partly from aupposing it a subject of importance to the 
owner, to acquaint the post-master, who waa proprietor 
of the soil fer many miles round. He waa aitting under 
a ahed, amoking a eigax, with not fewer than a doien of 
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hifi peon€$ lying on the groond aroond him, iiMfalgiwy 
in the sie^a, all of whom I expected he would have in- 
stantiy roused to rescue the hullock when I delivered my 
biroathless account of its fiite; bat, to my sm^rise, and 
iMt a little to my annoyance, he received the iaieliigence 
ifeith as much indifference as if I had informed him of 
the &te of a kitten. ** I suppose," said he, with infinite 
composure, •* it wanted to cool itself."—-" But," cried I, 
with infinite warmth, **will it not be drowned?"^- 
**-Quien tafrc/" (Who knows!) 'rejoined he, puffing 
away at his segar. 

We left Arecife in the evening, and proceeded eight 
leagues to Fcmtesuelas, where we arrived very late, .hav> 
ing wandered from the road to a oonsideiable distance, 
in the dark. 

In the middle of the night, when all our senses were 
lolled in. sleep, a sudden gust of wind carried off counter- 
panes, sheets, and sundry pieces of wearing apparel, be- 
fore the owners had time to secure them, or indeed before 
they could imagine what hii4 happened. It was really 
curious to vntness the 'scene of boisterous confixsion that 
so instantaneously succeeded the calm and quiet of sleep : 
the dreadful war-whoop of the Indians, rushing into our 
bivouac, could not have occasioned more vehement sensa- 
tions of alarm. I must con&ss, that when first startled 
from repose, I imagincfd that some such calamitous event 
had actually occurred, and in an instant I was in a posi- 
tion of de/ence with my double-barrelled gun. The 
baron, I suspect, was under a similar apprehension, for 
1 observed him staring wildly round him with his eau- 
teau de chasae naked in his hand ; an instnmient he al- 
ways carried about him by day, and at night placed un- 
der his pillow, pour etre iur de moi-memt, as he himself 
observed. 

A ^w drops of rain firom a heavy black cloud, that 
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hung like a moumin|r pall above ns, with a loud clap of 
thunder, restored our wondering and wandering senaet, 
and these were waminga of which we aH knew the ne- 
cessity o£ immediately availing ourselves. Hese was to 
be seen a person, with legerdemain agility, bundling up 
his bed and bed clothes, but in so violent a hurry as to im- 
pede the accomplishment of his object Tliere were two 
others, each with his mattrass and bedding in his arms, 
met precisely at the narrow door of the post house, which 
each hoped to enter first, but where they formed so de- 
termined a barrier, that neither their own efforts, nor the 
clamorous impatience of those without, could force a 
passage for many minutes. There goes Mr. Scriviner 
in pursuit of his hat, and although right before the wind, 
with all sail spread full to the gale, he makes but tittle 
way, because parties of thistles an' ste Uhtj form a very 
unsteady footing for bare foet, and because a broad- 
brimmed straw hat has decidedly the advantage in such 
a chase. 

I cannot say that we suffered so much from the pani' 
pero as from apprehension, but we certainly had only 
time, after forcing the entrance into the hut, to save our- 
selves from a most violent rain, which lasted for two hours, 
and inundated the flat around us. 

3d. A beautifully fine morning ; all nature refreshed 
by the last nigfat*s rain ; several ostriches and small deer 
were occasionally to be seen, without evincing much 
alarm at the rattling of our vehicles. 

The following cut represents the mode in which the 
Gauchos take their game on the pampas. 
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HfTROD OF CATCHlHa 



We now boda «di«i to tbo-^egioa of thittles, tbniugli 
wUcli ire b&d trarellBd for upwiirds of one hniidTed milts, 
utd which, on each nde of die road, eitoDded u &t u 
the eje oould reush. _ At thii ■eason of the far, in oon- 
■eqaence of tbeae pigantia weed* being puched by the 
■an, the coontTf , at a (Uatance, had thiB amnaiaDCe of 
being covered with lipe Mm ; bat the aeene wm too mm 
BotoooU* to aScrd an j agntiMe impteaaijm. H^ame 
da Stael, on her jotaaey into RoHio, remaika, " there ia 
wo much ipma that erery thing ii lost — " " nuMe la 
eKateaux, nunne la popatarten. 0» dirtiit ju'tK trOMne 
impofidoal la natMmruK/ifaa'cmaUer." Hen, en the 
ooDtrary, the travallfii would aaj that be traveraea & 
oountiy where the nation iijwt toaomt; for ereiy thing 
eiiiti as nature firat filmed it, nnimpniTed, nneoltivaled, 
imtonched. 

On hec looelj journey , Afadame de Stael ocoaionallf 
saw pfllinfti rhatnany, *"^ fiHagev, uid met with tntnl 
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perwMu who oomplimented her upon her litenry prodoc- 
tiona. AH theie ciromitftanoes indicate inleDigence, art, 
induftry, and the preeence of human beings, however 
thinlj icatteredover the oountry ; hot in South America, 
for hundreds of miles, the traveller sees nothing to remind 
him either of the one or the other. The wretched hots, 
called posts, cannot possibly be mentioned as an excep- 
tion, for they serve only to mark the place where horses 
may be changed, but where no sort of accommodation 
can be obtained ; and where their half dozen inhabitants 
exist, if not in pimitive barbarity, certainly in primitive 
ignorance of every thing in this world beyond their own 
limited necessities. 

Madame de Stael mentions another circumstance that 
must have tended to break the solitude, of her journey, at 
the same time that it proved she was in a country of ra- 
tional beings — I mean the frequent passing of couriers. 
As to the swiftness, I dai^ ilay we can equal it upon the 
pampas in South America, for the galley u the pace 
used from post to post ; "and this day, with our heavy 
baggage cahs in company, we hav^traveUe^wenty-four 
leagues of the countiy, a distance not less than eighty 
End^ish miles ; but since we left Buenos Ayres, we have 
met with only one solitary courier ; and in a distance 
tittle short of two hundred miles, vnth but one travelling 
party, which proved to be Greneral Miller and his aid-de- 
eamp, on their way to Buenos Ayres, to embark far Eng- 
land. The many and severe wounds wluch this distin- 
guished officer has received in the cause of liberty in 
the patriot service of South America, hare compelled him 
to resign the goyemorship of Potosi, to seek a restoraticii 
of health m his native lan<L* 

* " Memoin of General Miller*' have ■ince been p«i>li>hed, and 
tlioae who have not read the interesting work, will, I am rare, cor- 
dially thank me for this litOe note strongly recommendti^ it. 
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Jyiraarj 3d and 4tlL The weather has been eztrame- 
\y hot, hat from the current of aur through the windows 
of our galera, which our quick rate of travelling kept up, 
we Buffered less inconvenience than might have been ex- 
pected. In our passage over an extensive morass, we 
had frequent and formidable attacks from the ** wingM 
squadrons of beleag'ring flies,'* against the stings of 
which stockings and light trowsers were no protection. 
We passed the river Salaidillo, and one or two other 
streams, most of them insignificant ; though in the rain j 
8eas6n, which is approaching, the; would no doubt occa- 
sion trouble and difficulty. 

After leaving the region of thistles before mentioned, 
vre travelled for about 120 miles through a country of 
more agreeable aspect, though not a tree as yet appeared 
to our view, the whole being one vast field of rich pasture. 
This is the true pompa of South America, of whidi we 
have of late years read and heard so much in Europe. 

InniimertCble herds of cattle, the progeny, it is said, of 
six cows and a bull, imported rather more than two cen- 
turies ago from Spain, range at large over this ever ver- 
dant surface of inexhaustible luxuriance. I have been 
credU>ly informed, that their numbers at the present day 
bear no proportion to what they were before the devas- 
tating havoc of the late civil war ; still they appear to a 
Coropean eye in countless multitudes, and leave the 
traveller no longer cause to wonder that such fine ani- 
mals should, at one time, have been slaughtered in /Aou- 
-wndi^ merely for their hides. 

It is imagined by many persons in Europe that the 
Gi^e here are, for the most part, perfectly totU, without 
any particular owner, and that, like the deer or the os- 
triches which roam amongst them, they may be hunted 
and killed by whomsoever pleases to do so. This I have 
been given to understand was actually the case some fifty 



/ 



68 TBAVEIA IN PERU. 

yean ago ; but of late, the value of hidtoa and taIlo|r aa 
articlea of exportation, haa inilaoed a very jealooa care 
on the part of the cattle-breedem of the pampaa, who 
have each a priyate mark branded upon every animal^ 
Mnfi which is regiitered to fiuniliea, with all the form and 
legality attending arma and cretts in the herald's office. 
I do not, however, aaaert that thb jealoiuy extends so 
far as to prosecute, imprison, or transport, any casual ot- 
fender, who, in want of a hide, might kill an ox or a horse 
for his purpose. I am quite satisfied, that if a proprietor 
of a herd of cattle^ in riding amongst them, happened to 
see a bullock or two recently killed and flayed, it would 
occasion nothing like the regret, horror, or revenge, that 
the melancholy spectacle of a hare or a pheasant trea^ 
cherously noosed occasions in England. I doubt if the 
Gaucho would even pull up his horse to indulge fiir a 
moment in the contemplation of his loss ; he might, in- 
deed, as he passed the spot, exclaim, '^Ho! what the 
mischief is this!*' and continue his ride, whistling' or 
singing, in tones ill according with feelings of sorrow. 

This noble pdain, entirely covered with pasture, ex- 
tends many hundred miles into the regions of Patagonia, 
where it is yet unexplored. M. Humboldt calculates its 
area at 70,000 square leagues. ^ This area,** he observes, 
** of the pampas of Tucuman, Buenos Ayres, and Pata- 
gonia, (they are all united) is consequently four times as 
large as the area of all France." 

No lawn was ever laid down with greater precision by 
the hand of man, than this vast interminable plain has 
been by nature. Not a stone is to be seen on its but- 
fiice. I can scarcely give a better proof of the flat- 
ness, and unvarying smoothness of this pampa, than by 
stating, that this day, (4th of January) we travelled 
with ease and &cility fi'om the poet of Desmochados to 
that of Fraylemuerto, a distance called thurty.«evea 
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leagues, but wluch cannot be less ttiim ISO y^g l ^ 
miles; and this, considering* our laden baggage carts, 
and delays at post-houses in catching biases, is assur- 
edly rapid travelling ; nor must it be forgotten that the 
$ame postilions (our peones) performed the whole task 
with out any symptom of &tigue. 

5th and 6th. Very hot weather* We left the pampas, 
and had not travelled many miles in the province of 
Cordova, before the country, assumed a park-like appear- 
ance, &om trees and woods, which, since leaving Buenos 
Ayres; for the first time presented themselves to our 
view. The face of the country, however, still continued 
a dead flat, the soil to all appearance like rich garden > 

mould* 

The river Tercero, which is navigable in some places, 
we crossed without any difficulty; but at the Rio Se- 
gundo, about twenty-five leagues fiirther, towards Cokr- 
dova, it reqidred eight horses to drag each of our car- 
riages through* Upon the banks of this river we had 
excellent shooting — vrild ducks, snipes, doves, and wood 
pigeons in abundance. 

We were particularly struck with the immense num- 
ber of grasshoppers, as we imagined them, though they 
were, in fact, a small species of locust, which, for the 
last two days, covered the road and adjacent parts for 
miles, and upon which flights of hawks and kites were 
to be seen gorging themselves. 

I have remarked that the scenery of the country has 
changed; yet firom the long continuance of the wilder- 
ness, and the want of variety in the landscape, (the trees, 
for instance, algaroba, chanar, and pequillin, being all of 
the same species, mimosa) there is a monotony in the 
whole, which seems to have been already most accurate- 
ly described by Madame de Stael in her ** Dix Ann^ 
d*£ul," when travelling through Russia; for although 
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that BoeooBt t«fe» b> a connby ■! tbo other cztremitj of 
the glabfi, it intrude* inToknttuily apao the manoty, 
owing to the extraordinarj reiemUutce tt bears in many 
iiMtaiicei, to the featarea irtiicb preient tfaomidTas here, 
and alio to the feeling* Ihnr excite in the Diind of the 
traveller. " Though I waa driveD with greet rqadity, it 
■eemed ai if I never adnuiaed, ao raonotomiiM la the 
oonatty. 1 wai under that ■ortofdelnuon, which aome- 
timea comea over oa at night, when we imagine we aii* 
going at a great rate, though never stirring fVom the 
■pot I fancied that thia country waa tjie ima^ of infi- 
nite apace, and that it woOld require eternity to travel 
through it Heie ia scarcely any variety of trees in itj 
we are evfia dieposed to regret the absence of stones, bd 

%eary are we sranetimes of meeting with anther InUs 
nor vaUiea, and proceeding on without seeing any now 

'objects." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ArriTSl at Cordova— Bxpenses of a fiunilf in that eity— Father Lo- 
rtnso-iAltendaiits at table— Departure from Cordova— Vincha- 
caa Locuata-nJesa Maria— Post of Mocha— Change of scenary— 
Meeting of travellen. 

Jannary 7. Early in the morning we perceived, for 
the first time, a termination to the vast ocean-like plain, 
over which we had-travelled for more than five hundred 
xniles. Large blue mountains appeared before us in the 
horizon, and were hailed by our party with flings simi. 
lar to those excited by the discovery of land, after a 
voyage at sea. As we advanced, the scenery became 
truly grand ; and was suddenly enlivened by the appear- 
ance of the city of Cordova, situated in a deep valley, 
upon the edge of a river, and extending like a vast pano- 
rama beneath us. 

We descended a long steep hill, at which it was ne- 
oefisary to alight, and soon afterwards arrived at an ho- 
tel in the centre of the town, where we found good ac- 
commodation, and every attention that we expected. 
The road, or at least the track, firom Buenos Ayres to 
Cordova, might, with little pains, and very little judg- 
ment, be shortened nearly one hundred miles ; but, as 
neither pains nor judgment were ever exerted fi>r the 
benefit or convenience of this country by its late unwor- 
thy rulers, it is a subject of no great surprise, that road 
yni^lrmg should have been neglected as well as every 
other improvement As this road now runs in its primi- 
tive tortuous direction, it cannot measure less than 550 
miles from Buenos Ayres to Cordova. This we traversed 
within the space of nine days, including all delays, and 
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ileeping every ni^fht at a post hoiue,— not in <me— for I 
never 'had a wiafa to change the canopy of heaven, £6r 
that of the cobwehbed roo£^ and troaUesome inaect in- 
mates of a miserable hut. 

Cordova is a neat and respectable town, but nothing 
in comparison with its importance in the time of the 
Jesuits, who held their head quarters here for many 
jrears, and acquired immense possessioDs throughout 
this fine province. These &thers, either for the pom;^ 
ous exhibitions of their imposing religion, or for the 
benefit of the souls of the inhabitants, thought fit to erect 
a grand cathedral, ten large churches, and several spa- 
cious convents for themselves, for Dominican friars, 
Franciscan fiiars and nuns, as well as a very extensive 
college for Jesuitical instructicm ; all of which were rich- 
ly endowed, but are now poor indeed. 

The college is conducted on liberal principles, bat I 
am inclined to think that the religious houses are fast 
approaching general dissolution; fi>r, although the 
priesthood have still a strong party here, and, to use a 
significant term of Lady Morgan's, many young 
'* priestlings'* are training up, and may be seen in the 
streets and at the doors of convents, yet, when the pre* 
sent Inhabitants of these castles of indolence and ease 
have gone to give an account of all the good they have 
done on earth, there will be, in all probability, aa end 
of the monkish tribe in Cordova, where, and for hun- 
dreds of leagues round, they once ruled with uncon- 
trolled sway. 

The present population of Cordova may be estimated 
at about thirteen thousand* The inhabitants are kind 
and friendly to strangers : the climate is fine, and the 
general state of the atmosphere dry, though the tem- 
perature is occasionally subject to great variations: 
the market is well supplied with provisions, and living 
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is •Itofether y^rf rMtomUe. A ftmtly ooBMttia|r of 
ten or twelve pemna may rent a hooM in the city of 
Cordera, and Uto ia the moat reepectable maimer, on 
an ineome of firom three to fbar handred' poande a year. 
It will enable them to move in the higfaeet eirele of 
faehioDt and to keep the iozorioae appendage of a lord* 
major-like coach, elaborately gilt, and drawn by four 
fine molee, Ibr parading the ladiee romid the pnblic 
promenade, to which all the company of the town re* 
aort in faU dreee to paea the delightful evenings of 
aemnier, and where the moet fastidiooc Enropean taste 
will find nothing objectionable, either in the manners, 
dress, or attraetions of the assembly, in which 
strangers at all times are sore to meet with a conr- 
teons reception. 

Dmring oor week*s sojourn in Cordova, I visited all 
the convents, in the hope of picking ap old books, old 
manuscripts, old prints, or old paintings, but without 
the least success. The owners themselves did not 
know what they p o ss es s e d, and the remains of the li- 
braries (fbr they are now perfect wrecks) were very 
lar from what might be expected, considering their 
former importance. In the Jesuits* College, I ransack- 
ed one room, containing what the present owners called 
aneUnt boaka^ from top to bo>ttom — not a book, out of 
nearly twu thousand volumes, did I leave unexamined ; 
but I ibuh^ by fkr the greater number to be upon the 
mystical subjects of the Roman Catholic fiuth, the His- 
tory of Saints, and the Life of Ignatius Loyola. 

It is worthy of remark that, at the breaking out of 
the revolution in this country, fer an extent of more 
than three thousand miles, including the cities, towns, 
pnd villages of Peru, Chili, and Rio de la PlaU, there 
vras but one old printing press, and this formerly be- 
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iongMl to Um Jeraito of CordoTB. The Spanith gorern. 
meat rigidly prohibited that iseetimable invention 
beinf made afnyaUe, lort it ■honld, ae in other parte of 
the world, promote the progreei of ciyiliiation, acieiioet 
and liberty. 

In the coavent of Dominieane I became acqnaintad 
with Father Lorenso, now in the eighty-aecoad year of 
hie age, of which fifty-one yaara had been apent in the 
gloomy cell where I foond him at hie frugal meal of 
firoite and bread. 

Hia drink, howerer, waa Mmethinff more potent than 
the oiyttal flokl, being a bottle of ezoellent old Mala, 
ga, which, in the ooorae of an honr*s extremely intereat- 
ing confenation, we finiahed in fair and equal propor- 
tions. The cheese, a donation from a fair penitent, ae 
he inftrmed me, waa excellent, and the bread better 
than any I bad hitherto eaten in this country. The 
water-melons were delicious, and the prickly pears of. 
superior flaroar. A cop of coffee^ followed by a glass 
of aniseed^ the richness of which made amends for the 
indifierence of the former, concluded a repeat which I 
really enjoyed for its intellectual gratification, quite as 
much as for the sensual pleasure which the refoction 
afforded. 

Father Lorenxo had evidently a pleasing satisfaction 
in relating the past events of half a century~to one who 
listened to him with such peculiar interest : the conver- 
sation terminated by a piece of wholesome advice upon 
abstinence, and a well applied moral discourse upon the 
eager pursuit of riches, and the dissatisfied disposition 
of man; ** who,** said he, ^ leaves his home, his fomily, 
and his friends, to traverse seas, mountains, and fo. 
reign countries, even at the hazard of his life, for the 
mere sake x>f procuring a little more dross fi-om the 
bowels of the earth to add to that which he may already 
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inmiffieieiiejribr hk wHOte; uid, in thsiwlioto 
«^ his telfiali and perilovr ou«er he perhaps seldom— 
may be neitr^ (he added with stroni^ emphasis, ^ 
the same time lookiiif ap and ontstrstehing his arms 
towards heaTen>— ^ fMser thinks iqpen that God who 
has protected him tfarougheiai in health and saletjr, and 
who, in an instant, can snatch him from his adored 
treasure, and fi«wi« \om, to that world where all the 
riches of the mines yon are now going to explore will 
no'more avail than the soles of this sandal I — Fsnitss, 
yamtes, sMima vmniM^JiU nA !*^ said the old man, itrik. 
ing with his crook4iandled rtick the bottom of his sen- 
dal, and at the same time drawing his hand across his 
ejes,as if to mmovea rising tear excited, in pity of 
mankind* 

**FareweU, fkther Lorenio ! — thanks lor ymur hospi. 
tality, for yonr pious admonition, and your well meant, 
well directed hint ;** then, extending my hand for the 
ftreweil shake, he rose from his large heavy leathern* 
tjadEcd chair, and accomiwnied me roond the extensiTe 
cloister to the door of his convent, with as firm a step 
and as upright a carriage as one who was not half his 
age. **■ Adim^indtt mis/** said I ; ** I am now on my 
way to the college, to ransack the remains of the Jesuits* 
library.**—** Go with God, my scm ! may the Uessing of 
ih» Virgin accompany ihite !** said he, embracing me cor- 
dially in his arms : he then retired to the choir to chime 
in with s voice which still filled its part in the bass. 

During my stay at Cordova I made every exertion to 
provide myself with a servant, and had two or three 
slaves upon trial ; but I found it hopeless to induce them 
to relinquish their lazy and uncleanly habits, while it 
was impossible on my part to submit to them. A ser- 
rant here would consider you a monster if you disap- 
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proved of hi* aaulking in your proMnoe, or of lui in- 
dulging in many littlt iunilianfiM wliicii in Riyknd 
would be oonuderad MmewlMt mom than extaraoidinary. 
Our efaief oommiMloner puroliaaod a mnlatto ftr three 
hundred dollarat and I oflfored two hundred and Sty ftr 
a negro, but the owner would not bate a rioi of his de* 
mand of two hundred and eizty doUan ; and aa I did 
not think he had ' morement, ahape, and figure, worth 
the money, I declined the puroiuuM, although* he waa 
warranted eound and free from vice. 

Aa I Mt thia day at the head of the dinner«table in q^ 
large rault in the hotel, it waa amuaing to obeenre the 
countenances, the costumes, and operationa of six or 
seven half-naked attendants. One, a negrcs with a ftce 
the polish of which Day and Martin might envy, waa 
cleaning the inside of a spoon with his thumb, previous- 
ly to handing it to a gentleman who had jus^ oalled ftr 
<me, to take soup out of a large d^p dish which was in 
the middle of the table, and out of which he ate in prelbr*' 
enee to using a separate plate. Here stoo4 a mulatto, 
en ehemue^ washing the plates in a corner of the room 
as they were taken from the table ; there his companion, 
in similar costume, with a long stidi, frvnished at one 
end with a large plume of ostrich feathers^ tbr the pur- 
pose of fanning the company, and at the same time to 
disperse the flies which filled the room in tormenting 
swarms; yonder another nigger, with ejres and mouth 
extended, in dire amasement at us white*fiu:ed foreigners. 
But the pencil of a caricaturist could akme do juatioe to 
the scene. 

iSth. Exceedingly hot weather; re-packed our bag- 
gage carts, and after providing all the requisites ibr 
travelling, left Cordova in the evening. The requMeB 
fin* travelling mean, in this country, every thing that 
convenience and necessity demand ; fi>r, except in the 
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towns, whidi sre himdiedi of mika oport, nothiiig of 
the kind can be bad' Not bnlj a euteen with platM, 
knina, fiiika, &c but also tables, obtin, cookJBg nten. 
ails, beds and bedsteadi, muit be cairied bf tfaoae wba 
know nat not how to Ttvg\ it, and wbo cannot diaperwe 
with the ctHoEirlB of ctiiUied lift. Beef or mottoama; 
lie alwaji obtained in the journey ecrou the pampaa, 
. bat nothing else mmit be expected ; the want ol eren 
pdra water is occa«ana]ly a aetera priration, fiir in 
■ome places, where there ia do river in the neighbourhood, 
and iritere the peoi^ have not taken the pains to sink a 
%ell, the; h>Te onlj a luge reeemnr, <JoM to the habi- 
tation, in which tlw lain is emight — 1 cannot «a; prt- 
• ttned, for no caie is taken of it I haTe &equatt)r 
drank from those bolee, which hara become receptodea 
of frogs, loads, and reptilee of di*en kinds, known and 
admown ; this, howerer, ia not the oase »t bonsea of 
toIenUe repectaUlitj'. 

In BoeDOB Attss, tain water ia aaiaidered a great 
hilury, and in scmw houses tanks are fbrttted fbr pre- 
•erring it in the under-ground atoriea. A gentleman of 
Bay acf^Qi^ttukcA informed me that the tank under Us 
house hdd upwards of ax hundred pipea of water, and 
I never heard ^t thia under-ground ocean oceaaioned 
dampneas in the apaitments above. 

On leaving Cordova we crosaed the river, whidr is 
l»Y)ad, but not deep at this aeason of the year ; we then 
aacended a ateep hill, and found onrselvBs in a country 
thickly covered with shrubs and bushes, amongst which 
we saw partridges in great numbera, and of two kinds ; 
one Buch^ webave in Bniope, tbe other flilltuila^ 
SB a moderate aiied bam-door fowl 

We arrived at Chacarilla, the first post,sii leaguec 
from Cordova, where the boat iimi huateaai perceiving 
we were " decent people," oUigingly warned ua against 
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aleopiiif within their howe, in conMqnenoe of the den. 
^er to be apprehended firom trinekuea*^ a) epeciee o€ 
Brobdignag bug, which infeito meet houee* in thieeoon- 
try during Hot weather : their bite ie extremely eevere, 
and if rubbed or scratched, from which it is difficult to 
forbear, occaoione very eenoue 4nfliimmati«i* In siie 
and appearance, these insects resemble the oonimon 
beetle, bat are mnoh more active and evidently more sa* 
gaoions, fi>r they seeem to watch and reconnoitre at the 
entrance of their retreats before they wnture out They 
are dieaded by all traTcUers, and, in the present case at 
least, by the nativcji ; for, when I enquired how the 
owners of the house managed to protect themsdves from 
these reptiles, it was replied, that they never liept in 
their house when the weather admitted of sleeping 
out of it ; and when the rains kept them within, they 
never slept at night, which is the time the vmekuc«iB 
leave their holes and comers in search of blood* The 
family at this poet are respectable and extremely civiL 

14th. This has been a day of excessive heat, and to 
the unfortunate horses of excessive suffering; the im- 
mense spurs of the postilions have been malung dread- 
ful havoc, wMch neither humane entreatiea nor angiy 
remonstrances could put a stop to. Often haye I been 
the cause of additional suffering to the poor beasts when 
my interference was meant for their relief; their heart- 
less riders would then only scoff at what they thought a 
squeamish sensibility, and could never understand the 
object or necessity of sparing a horse from being whipped 
or spurred to death in the performance of his work. 
Mares escape this barbarous treatment, being never 
worked, unless it be to tre^ out the com in time of bar- 
vest: to use a mare for riding in South America is a 
subject of ridictde and scorn. 

After my arrival in this country, I had many times 
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iieard of the ezteaiiTe ruin oecuioiied by loeoitif and 
when at Buenos Ayies I wee infbnned, that a year fir 
two be&re, they had not only devoured fruita and vege- 
tabka, but even destroyed krge trees, hy eating the 
■hoots and younger branches, and in many instances the 
bark fi:om off the trunk. The truth of this information 
taut been confirmed in the course of to-day*s journey, by 
the eridence of my own eyes, when passing over a very 
large tract of country where all the trees were in a 
withered state; not a single leaf was to be seen upon 
them, and the greater part of their branches and stems 
were stripped of their bark, while the shrubs seemed .as 
if they had been awept away by a scythe^ the whole 
exhibiting the singular and extraordinary appearance of 
the dreariness of winter in the midst of summer. 

In was impossible to view with indifference this scene 
of -liesolation, and impossible not to reflect upon the 
blessings of that happy land which is free from such 
ruinous plagues. Here,, the locusts suddenly appear like — 
a mist or dense cloud, and wherever they alight they 
entirely consume all the fruits of the earth. I have 
heard it said, that when every vegetable has been de- 
stroyed, they will then prey upon each other. They 
rose in swarms before us as we drove along the road, 
while others remained so thickly spread upon the ground 
that the horses destroyed them at every stepu' 

We passed through Jesu Maria, an ancient possession 
of the Jesuits, of which there remain six or eight huts, 
and the ruins of two large churches and a convent ; 
the last of which had a magnificent garden attached to 
it, and was surrounded by a high stone-and-mortar waU, 
the first we had seen in the country. The situation was 
picturesque, and aQ around exhibited signs of former 
care and industry ; but it seems as if the instruction of 
the fathers had not been of so solid or permanent a na- 
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tort M tlwir liail<liiigt» ibr the prMent geneitetioa hcte 
inherited from then little move then the meie neiBft ef 

Chrittieiis. 

The fiunily et the poet-home of Macha, iHiere we 
etopped thie night, is highly respectable; the females 
are above the oaoal atandard, and the uMster a mnn 
of intelligenoe beyond what we had hitherto been in tlie 
habit of meeting with. I oonfeaa this is not saying 
much in his praise, where the knowledge of drawing 
oat an agreement for the sale of so many square leagnsa 
of land, or a reeeipt fer the pmrehase-money of a slsrcf, 
had, np to the period of the revolution, been deemed 
quite sufficient for ordinary education* 

Books were rigidly prohibited by the BxAj Inquiai. 
tion ; reading, therefore, was out o£ the question ; nor 
have I yet met with a single book in the house of any 
private person since I left Buenos Ayres : even in that 
city, where education has made such rapid strides of 
late years, and where there is much literary talent, books 
are not yet generally considered as forming a necessary 
and agreeable part of the fiirniture of every house. 

The rising generation, however, throughout South 
America, have advantages which their parents had not. 
A liberal education is now not merely permitted, bat 
imparted to all classes where there are the means of 
doing so. Books are sought after, and colleeti(»s wiXL 
no doubt take place, where, hitherto, even a Guthrie's 
Geography has been prohibited. 

A delightful bath of clear running water is to be 
found in the orchard ^f the post-house of Macha, and 
good duck and snipe shooting in the neighbourhood.- 

15th. This day we have travelled but twelve leagues, 
in consequence of the extreme difficulty of the wtfy, for 
I cannot call it the road, there being only tracks of 
horses, or of wheels, to guide us in our ragged pro- 
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gnwB. The nunbting tumbling we bt^e endured in 
our galen, in its boctocet <nrer roots and broken 
branches of trees, into ntts and through thickets, is ad* 
mitted by os all to have been the roost violent exercise 
we ever underwent, and excites oar surprise how it has 
continued without fracture or dislocation. Four Chris- 
tians, such as we are, one dog, two paroquets, (saved 
firom being put into a pie at one of the post houses,) 
boxes, packages, books, guns, pistols, biscuits, cheese, 
and ham, have been josUed, pounded and compounded, 
pitched, and tossed, and crossed, throughout the day*B 
journey, with all the celerity of a juggler's balls. 
Habit, however, becomes second nature, and six or 
■even hundred miles' travelling has caused us to endure 
this uneasy land fit perpetual motion with much lesi 
nnnoyanoe than we probably shouki have ftlt had we 
not been thus trained to it 

The country has now altogether changed in aspect; 
v|p are in the midst of hills and valleys, some of them 
rocky, some sandy, and some with rich pasture, where 
large troops of fine mules are bred, chiefly for the sup- 
ply of Peru. Game abounds every where ; partridges 
of three kindq, small, large, and larger; snipes, ducks, 
ti^, doves, pigeons, and parrots. We stopped on the 
road to shoot our supper, which we have been in the 
habit of doing latterly, with great success and amuse- 
ment. 

In the course of the day we passed over vast tracts 
of country desolated by locusts. About a mile from 
the post-house of San Pedro, where we stopped for the 
'night, there is a delightful bath, formed by Nature in a 
deep rocky ravine, where runs a small river, in which 
we indulged far an hour. 

16th. We travelled this day over rugged bills and 
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mooaUiiMa umI through itimted woods many leagaes^ 

in •ztMit : I have not yet leen e tree pf any magnitode, 

or fit to be ealled iimber. Twenty or (thirty milefj^ol 

onr jonmey hiy through a straggling forwt of pelmi 

treef^ their a[^pearence may at first intorest a 8trsn<< 

ger, bat, except that cattle eat the fiuit or seeds which 

fell from them, they are neither nsefiil nor ornamental. 

The msofferable heat compelled us to stop fiir three 

or four hoars in the afternoon at Poso del Ttgre. The 

neighbooring moantains are thickly wooded, and the 

dwellmg of tigers^ of whose depredations amonf 

fiocks and herda I heard many atories firotn the portf- 

master, with some few instances of their attaoks npon 

CrufiofiM. MLde la Condamine,in his travels in Soolh 

America, written nearly a century ago, obserres, that 

the tigers he saw in that country, ** differed neither m 

siie nor beauty from those of Africa." He also meii* 

tions, that on the banks of the river Amaions they tn 

the most dangerous adveraaries of the crooodile^ an^ 

perhaps the only animal that dares to encounter it. 

When. the tiger approaches the brink to qoencl^ lus 

thirst, the crocodile raises its head to seize him, as on 

similar oceasiokis it attacks oxen, liorsea, and mules. 

The tiger then strikes his claws into the eyes, tiie only 

undefended part of the crocodile, which, instantly 

diving into the water, carries down^tho tiger, who 

suffers himself to be drowned rather than ferego his 

proy. 

In the evening, we proceeded six leagues farther, to 
the post. of Portoznelo, where the jurisdiction of Cor- 
dova terminates, and where that of Santiago del Es- 
tero commences. 

We bad just finished our delicious meal of snipes, 
doves, dttJf, and the liver of a sheep, all fried together 
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with oniona, when a yehiele, which I aha]] not call a 
carria^ arrived at the poet-honse with two officer* 
from Fotoai ; thia being the aeoond time that we had 
met with travellera in a diatance ofaeven hundred 
milea. Theae officera, Don Mariano Diaz, an officer of 
cavalry, and Don Angel Sanchea, an officer of artiUerj, 
were from the army of Pern, with-foave of abaence 
fitxn Bolivar, after eight yeara' hard aervice, of which 
they gave ua an extremely intereating account. In 
fipeakiftg of their regimenta and the conduct of their 
armiea in the numeroua battlea in which they had 
fought, bled, and conquered, the climax of their praiae 
"waa in comparing themaelvea to the troopa of Napoleon 
Bonaparte : they never once alluded to the oonquerora 
of thdae troopa. ** Napoleon never had finer troopa, a 
better diaciplined army, or braver warriora !^ waa aeve- 
ral timea affirmed in the courae of converaation ; but I 
am diapoaed to think that Napoleon'a glory would never 
have attained the pitch it did, if hia warriora had not 
.been ** better diaciplined'* than the motley armiea of 
South America; nor would hia marahala have received 
tiie coroneta and crowna of dukea, kinga, and princea, 
had not their military talent aurpaaaed the capacitiea of 
Indiana, Negroea, Samboea, and Creolea, although the 
courage and conduct of theae latter in the field have, 
in many inatancea, been eminently diaplayed. Not- 
withatanding the &tigue of both partiea, after a jolting 
journey in the heat of an overpowering aun, we aat up 
converaing and amoking cigara until paat midnight, 
when I laid myaelf down^ and aoon ** ateeped my aenaea 
in fbrgetfulneaa." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Performaneet of Pott-bone*— Diipate with aa Alcalde— Rlv«r 
Baladiilo— Delightful eerenity of tbe nighia— Tlie Bate de- 
■eribed— ExeeMlve heat Baatiafo del Eetefo— Pint gUoipte 
of braaetaee of tlie ConUUena. 

Jan. 17th and 18th. Our joarnej /hat been through 
a looae aandy aoil, with rocks, bnshef , and a frw treM 
of lar^r tbe than what we have hitherto aeen, rewm- 
bling in aome degree the oak. 

Juat aa we were abont to leave the first poet, a cart 
with two travellera arrived, on their way from Potosi 
to BuenoB Ayres. After a lew questions relative to the 
state of the rivers, we continued our route, and had not 
proceeded ikr, before the poatiiions, who had conducted 
the travellera, paased us with their return horses is 
full gallop, which, as I have elsewhere observed, is tbe 
usual pace. The stage the travellers had just con- 
cluded was ieveh leagues; thus these horses, before 
they reached home, would have toiled nearly fiHy Eng- 
lish miles, without ten minutes' rest ; for, as to feeding 
or baiting, that is never even thought of. The great 
abundance of horses admits of long and sufficient inter- 
vals of rest, otherwise no animals could endure such ee- 
vere work. ^ . 

The destructive ravages of locusts again appeared. 
Every tree, for several leagues on each aide of the road, 
as far aa we could see, was stripped of its leaves«.and 
many of their bark, presenting to the view a withered 
wilderness, which required only frost and snow to com- 
plete the scene of desolation. 

Every day, as we now advanced, we were satisfied 
that no English carriage could go through, or over^ 
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such places as oor galera had paasad, withoai UUng 
bfoken or upset. Some of the places would appear 
quite impracticable to a person who had never travelled 
oat of England; yet, with four or five horses, we pro- 
oeeded at a rate of between eight and ten, and often 
twelve miles an honr. Sometimes, where high grass 
and weeds had covered the tracks, we rolled softly 
along, as if driving through a meadow; sometimes we 
dashed over fallen trunks, decayed stumps, and roots of 
trees ; sometimes, through briarsf and bushes, and ex- 
tending branches ; the peones encouraging their horses 
'with loud wild shrieks, and flourishing their hide 
'whips over their heads, which are usually covered with 
a h&ndkerchie^ loosely flowing from under the hat^ to 
catch the breeze and counteract the rays of the sun ; 
their Yarious-coloured ponchos floating in the air be* 
hind them, their trowsers fucked up above the knee, 
leaving the leg naked ; while the disordeied a|^>eariace 
of the. tackle, and the large heavy ship-Uke vehicle, 
with tiie half naked passengers within, dissolving under 
a nearly vertical sua, formed altogether a most eztraor- 
dinary scene, worthy of being sketched by the pencil 
of a Wilkie. " 

We saw many large flocks of parrots, screaming hi* 
dcously- to warn their young brood, which they seem 
aware are considered a delicious ingredient for a sa- 
voury pie. 

In spite of our desire to proceed^ we are every day 
compelled to stop several, hours at a post-house, on ac- 
count of the oppressive heat, to which neither man nor 
beast can be exposed without the most severe suflTer- 
ings ; 98^ of Fahrenheit is the lowest mid-day tempera- 
ture to which^e have been accustomed for several days. 

At the post-house of San lones we passed a couple of 
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a pig, firequeat viBitero, prowiinnf about for the frag- 
Baents of the hist meal ; we therefore all, at the aame 
BooBi^it, looked under our bed», with the intentioii of 
chtMng «way the iatruder. Greneral Paroiseien, who 
ale[>t in .the carriage, looked at the same lacmient firom 
one of the windows, to see who or what had shaken him 
oat of his last slumber; and whilst we were all in the 
attitude of surprise at not seeing any thing that could 
have disturbed us, still less have occasioned so sensible a 
rocking as we experienced, voices were heard in every 
direction, calling out tefoMorl temblor I temblor! the 
people, at the same time, flying from their houses. Aii 
oaxUuiuake it proved to be, the first that had been felt in 
this part of the country for many years/ 

We remained the whole of this day at Oratorio Grande 
to repair the damages our carts had sustained, owing to 
the extremely rugged roads we had lately travelled. 
These roads, indeed, are in such a state, as to shake, not 
only the carts, but every thing within them into atoms, 
unless paeked and secured with more than common care; 
an office whic^ must not be left to be performed by the 
peones, to whom care, trouble, neatness, and ingenuity, 
are unknown. 

In the course of the morning, we purchased a young 
£3it bull, and tied him to a tree to be in readiness for 
slaughter when the heat of the day should be past. A 
short time before the hour of death arrived, the alcalde of 
the village, having drunk till drunk of aguardiente, and 
forgetting the payment we had made, seized the bull, and 
led him off as his property. I was immediately des- 
. patched by our general to reclaim what we justly consi. 
clered our lawful right, and soon the alealde and I came 
to w(N:ds 80 loud, and to actions so threatening, as to 
alarm the whole village ; out ran men, women, children, 
and dogs, a formidable pack, all evidently auxiliaries of 
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the alcalde. Upon fleeing; this hoftile array, I made sig- 
nals to oar party for assistance, which, it is but jostiee 
to state, were obeyed with alacrity by our peones, who 
advanced in the most spirited manner to eover the re- 
treat which I had already prudently commenced. Upon 
the coming up of the reinforcement, which was headed 
by one of our negroes, I returned to the charge, and 
quickly came to louder words ftnd more dreadful threats 
with the alcalde, who, perceiving our determination to 
seize either him or the bull, waved his hat and- gave a 
loud haUoo! when out rushed six or seven terrific-look- 
ing fellows from a neighbouring thicket, with drawn 
sabres, and two with muskets, one of which had a lock 
and in .appearance was ready for the destructive purpotses - 
of war. I hesitated with becoming coolness, and view- 
ing my troops, as every good general should do, with 
feelings of paternal consideration, I again ordered a re- 
treat, which was promptly obeyed, and what it laeked in 
order and discipline, was amply compensated by all the 
swiftness we were capable of exerting. The alcalde, 
imagining that we had retired for farther reinforcement, 
and not knowing what might be the consequence if we 
advanced with the same rapidity with which we retreated^ 
thought fit to make overtures of peace, and with that in- 
tent despatched to our head-quarters a flag of truce with 
a letter, of which I shall give, as every faithful historian 
is bound, a true and accurate translation. 

It may be requisite to mention, that an alcalde is 
obliged to supply all troops passing through his district 
,with the provisions they may require, and that, in failure 
of his duty in this respect, he is liable to punishment 
from the governor or government of the province. Our 
alcalde, concluding that a general ought to have troopa 
with him, in order to avoid this punishment, and at the 
same time to ascertain our real strength, very pertinently 



TBATXLS IN P£BU. 89 

commences his letter by enquiring of the genertU ** what 
force he brings ?" The document was written in such 
strange hieroglyphics, and was delivered in such breath* 
less anxiety, as to indicate a state of mind very different 
from what Nelson evinced when he wrote his letter to 
the prince royal of Denmark, solieitingjan armistice, at 
the time of his celebrated attack on the naval force drawn 
ttp for the defence of Cc^penhagen. 

Signior general, as they tell me, I hope you will in- 
form me of the force you bring, in order that I may 
9upply it with what it requires ; for the signior governor 
has appointed me in this place to observe whatever dis- 
order occurs, and therefore I hope to know for my go- 
vernance. 

God keep you many years. 

Oratorio Grande, 19th January, 1826. 

Joseph Vzctok Diaz. 

This important affair terminated by our receiving, two 
sheep and a goat in lieu of the buU which had escaped ; 
these were immediately immolated and prepared for our 
banquet, after which we all sought repose, and soon for* 
got the troubles of the day. 

On the 20th, we passed the bracldsh river Saladillo, 
on the edges of which, from the effects of the heat, 
quantities of iish lay dead,, alluring flights of hawks atid 
kites that wefe not easily disturbed from their surfoiting 
repast The Saladillo is a very dangerous river to pass 
in the rainy season : it required eight hones to drag our 
empty galera up the opposite bank, which was accom- 
plished with difficulty ; we ourselves waded across, be- 
ing happy to dabble in any stream. If the people here 
were capable of exertion^ they might with very little in- 
genuity constmet a bridge, or at least a raft, whieh would 
soon amply repay their labour. Some such conveniencft 

8» 
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mig^ht indeed have been expected irom the kte governors 
of the conntr J, when we consider that this dangerous 
passage is on the high road leading from the capital of 
one pronnce to the capital of another ; in short, it is tiiat 
communication between Buenos Ajres and Peru, by 
which, for upwards of two centuries, millions m gold 
and silver have been conveyed for embarkation to Spain. 
The withdrawing the precious metals was the whole and 
sole object of Spain ; improvement or public benefit was 
never attempted, which makes it quite impossible to view 
this neglected country without feelings of the utmost ab- 
horrence of the government that so long ruled it. 

I ishot this- day a bird called here ehaha, the first I had 
seen of the kind; it is about the size of, but heavier than, 
a turkey ; is of a dark grey colour, with two curved 
horns, resembling the spurs of a game-cock, at the end 
of each pinion, with which it can inflict desperate wounds. 
-We have now got into that part of the country where 
the primitive language of Peru, called Quichua, is spoken, 
and where the peasantry scarcely understand Spanish. 

The heat of this day has been dreadful, and not a drop 
of water was to be obtained between the posts, for dis- 
tances of ten, fifte^i, and twenty miles. The greater 
part of our journey was over a flat, burning, sandy soil, 
a perfect desert, where Nature's self seemed lifeless.; not 
a bird nor an animal of any kind was to be seen, but here 
and there, in dismal unison with th^ scene, a wooden 
cross Was fixed to denote the spot of an untimely grave. 

We ended this truly fatiguing day's joutney at the 
post of Mochimo, where we arrived late, by the light of 
a bril&ant full moon. The nigbt. was altogether beauti. 
fully serene, and when we laid ourselves down to rest 
under the si^endid canopy that sparkled with countless 
worlds of light above us, we could not refrain from ex. 
pressions of. delight at the luxury we thu» enjoyed^ aiul 
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which exemplified the ^nenlly admitted fact, that nature 
has seldom given a bane without accompanyin|f it with 
an antidote. Here our sufferings under a scorching sun 
in the day were amply compensated by the sweet salu- 
brious air of the night ; it not only invited us to expose 
ourselves to its refreshing influence, but actually gave 
and preserved tl\at health and strength, which enabled us 
tp sustain the fatigue and exhaustion we underwent for 
the greater part of the twenty-four hotmii, and which, 
without this revivifying period of repose, it would have 
been utterly impossible to withstand for any length of 
time. 

St si. Thermometer in the shade at mid-day IQl^, and 
in the carriage at the same hour 103°. We stopped for 
some time on the banks of the river Santiago, which, 
from rain that had ^en fiulher up the country, had 
now become so deep and rapid as to prevent our passmg 
without unloading our carriage and carts, and towing 
over every article in a haUa, an original kind of boat, of 
which it may not be thought tedious to give a fbll ac- 
count, as well as the detail of our passage across. 

At eleven o^clock in the forenoon, having travelled 
about twelve leagues, we arrived at the village of Loreto, 
where we stopped at the post-house, ^ to take counsel and 
to take tea,** and sent forward our capataz, with one of 
our party, to explore the pass of the river, distant from 
the village about half a league. Their report was, that 
the river was much swollen, and impossible to be passed 
without the assistance ofbaUas, unless we became Robin- 
son Crusoes, and took time and patience to fell timber and 
construct a rafr ; and here again we thought, that in the 
course of two hundred and fifty years' dominion over this 
portion of the New World, the Spanish government might 
have been at the pains to construct a bridge of some kind 
for their own convenience, even though that of the com* 
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munitjr at lug9 waa indiffisrant to them. Be that as if 
majTi the exoesaive heat was (^itself a sufficieiit impedi- 
ment to our becoming indnstiiaus ; we therefore availed 
ourselves of a machine of primitive simi^icity, and leav- 
ing LoretOy accompanied by half a dozen peones of the 
country, we arrived at the edge of the river, where we 
dismounted from ou^ carriage and unloaded our carts.' 
The petmes immediately prqiared, out of two buQooks* 
hides with which they were provided, two boats for re- 
ceiving their freight; a preparation which I inspeeted 
virith more than ordinary interest, £at I could not com- 
prehend how our heavy baggage and ourselves were to 
be conveyed safe and dry across a broad, deep, and very 
rapid river, in the single hide of a buUock^l In eirciim* 
stances of navigation, a jolly-boat had hitherto been tho 
smallest bark I had ever been in, on perilous occasions ; 
but all my nautical practice could not prevent me, on 
viewing the vessel in which I was about to embark, 
(with all my property,- and two paroquets in a cage,) 
from betraying symptoms that no indifferent persoa 
could have witnessed without setting me down as a man 
of a somewhat nervous constitution. 

The boats were constructed in a much shorter time 
than I require to describe them, although their descrip- 
tion may be given in a few words, thus :— Take a dried 
bttllock*8 hide, pinch up each of the four comers, put a 
stitch with a thorn to keep those corners together, and 
your boat is made. For use, place it upon the water 
bottom downwards; then, to prevent its natural tetiw 
dency to turn bottom upwards^ put one foot immedi- 
ately in the centre, and let the other follow with the 
most delicate caution ; thus, standing breathless in the 
middle, yon are now to shrink downwards, contracting 
your body precisely in the manner in which, probably 
in your childhood, you have pre»9ed a friar into « wuff^ 
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box. This position, howeyer incoiiTeDieiit, serres to 
conce&l a considerable share of timidity from your com- 
panions, thoagh not from the spectators, who line the 
banks of the river, ' indulging- in load wild laughter. 
When croncfaed down in the bottom, sundry articles 
are handed in, and ingeniously deposited round you, 
until the bdUa sinks to about an incji, or peihaps an 
inch' and a half from the water's edge ; it is then con- 
sidered sufficiently laden. A naked peone now plunges 
into the stream. ^ Mercy on us !*' is the natural excla« 
mation; ibr the first impression from the shock is, that 
yourself and all your property are going to the bottom ; 
but you ar^ instantly relieved from this very probable 
Conjecture, by the peone's staking hold of one of the 
corners of the balsa, (which projects like that of a 
cocked hat,) and asking you— £s<4 K. bien ?'* ** Are you 
comfortable ?*' To this question you reply by a nod of 
the head, for thb use of the tongue is lost, but eveu if 
words were at command, you may not wish to commit 
yourself by expressions diametrically opposed to feel- 
ings and symptoms ; or you may wish it to be imagin- 
ed, as is sometimes practised in perilous situations, that 
your profound silence indicates indifference of danger, 
or may pass for coolness and presence of mind. Silence 
also conveys an idea of gravity,, and of resignatioi^ to 
your fate, which, indeed, is no more than becoming, 
when you feel persuaded that nothing short of a mira- 
cle can prolong your existence beyond a quarter of an 
hour. The nod being given, a peone' on the shore im- 
parts a gentle impulse to your tottering bark, while the 
peone in the water, keeping hold of the comer with one 
hand, strikes out with the other, and swims away with 
you to the opposite bank. The moment you touch -it, 
so great is your joyful surprise at arriving perfectly 
safe that all the perils of your voyage are forgotten, and 
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70U non find out (m i« ofiea Xite can in Uls,} that joat. 
imiginiition hid repiesented duigen tnd diffic<(ltieH, 
where, with > little uuttoDi there existed neither the 
one nor the. olher. 

In the foregoing muioeri we and the whole of onr 
Ivggtif ^ronai thii rapid rirer, oar two bafle [Jying 
backwBcd and forward with the greateat ea*» and expt' 
dition, carcyiDg each vojag« throe or four hearj port- 
mailteiiiii and other artidea. Two paaaangera Eoty 
croBB at <aie time in ■ ball*, eqneeMd up ai I ba*o be- 
fi*re dewiribod, takiDg etpedal- care not to make th* 
•lighleat moremeBt, wliich woald inevitably c^Htiia 
thii crazy ajid tmly original bark. 

Out catriag« and carta were dragged mcntB, mw af- 
ter the other, with Iho aid of all the horiee and all tho 
men. We speedily re-loaded them, and proeeeded 
through a deep aandy country, to the port of Klipica, 
where ws stopped lor the nighL 

S3d. Before the Bon loae we were on our jonnwy, 
hoping to reach ia the eTomag the town of Santiago, 
only thirteen leaguea distant; but, whan we arrived at 
the rirsT, the nine tbot we passed yesterday, and which - 
here again orosses the road, it was so much awoUea 
that the usual tiad was absolutely impraoticable. While 
we were considering wtietber we should bivouac Ibr the 
night, a man itoia the opposite bank swam across, and 
offered to conduct us toa place whence, for twenty-five 
doU&TB, he would convey us, carriage, carts, baggage, 
and all, in saibty to the other side. We instantly agreed 
with htm, when he gave a loud Indian ysL to his eom- 
panions, twenty of whom plunged into the river and 
Boon joined us. 

The first operation was to cut, break, and tear a pass- 
age through the thicket ' that covered tlie banks, in ar< 
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der that tiM earriages might arrive at the detigned ^ 
plaee ; this was quickly accomplished, when they were 
eevenlly dragged and floated across by tliese dexterous 
swimmers^ We ourselves, with our baggage, crossed in 
Mm9 in the same manner as yesterday, except that the 
fi>rce of the current now required the assistance 0f 
three men instead of one to each balsa. The passage 
was accomplished in about three hours, during which 
time it was 'curious to see the rapidity with which the 
river increased and filled its banks ; had we be^n one 
day later, we might have been detained several days ; 
for, at this season of the year, such detention is not un- 
common, owing to the torr^its that roli from the Cordilr 
leYas into the rivers, sometimes oompdling travellers to 
wait three weeks before the water subsides sufficiently 
to insure a safe passage. 

It is impossible to describe what we suffered this day 
fircmi the heat We all agreed that it exceeded any 
thing of the kind we had ever before experienced ; and 
well it mi|^t, for in the aftemottn the thermometer in 
the carriage stood at IQ4P, and out of it in the shade at 
103^, and in the coot of the evening it'wasatS^. I have 
been informed, that this district of Santiago del Estero 
is considered the very hottest spot in South America. It 
is surprising that none of us suffered from the great 
quantity of water we drank, particularly in the muddy 
state in which alone it was to be had. During the heat 
of the day, that is, from nine o'clock in the nfoming un- 
til nearly five in the afternoon, I venture to assert, that 
the water bottle had not ten minutes* repose at any one 
time : still the water had not the power of quenching 
our insatiable thirst, and, being too warm to afford re- 
freshment to the palate, a greater quantity was conse- 
quently swallowed, yet without any of that reluctance 
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which mud and Mud might he suppoeed to create; in- 
deed, since we left Buenos Ayres, with very few exeei^ 
tions, we have not enjoyed the Ittxnry of a draught of 
clear or coo] water. The warmth of the river was, per- 
haps, also in some measure the cause of our feeling no 
injury from bathing when heated, far we plunged in two 
or three times in ^e course of the day« when the per- 
spiration was pouring down our bodies, and we never 
perceived the slightest ill effects from so doing. 

fidd. Continuing our. journey through a flat country 
of sandy soil, with much wood and shrubs of cbe sort or 
other, amongst which we saw the cochineal plant, we 
arrived early at the city of Santiago'del Bstero ; and al- 
though its two large ancient churches, with their njined 
turrets, claimed a certun d^free of respect, I could not 
call to mind a town of higher note with which to com- 
pare it, than that of Bulruddery, in the neighbourhood 
of £rin*s capital, and in this comparison I protest I do 
honour to the city of Santiago. 

On arriving at the post-house, the first object that at- 
tracted our attention was a basket of fine grapes. Had 
Tantalus succeeded in reachinfr the forladden luxuries 
that were spread before his longing eyes, he could not 
have devoured them with greater avidity than we did 
these bunches of delicious muscatel, which might have 
made a little fortune for the young woman who owned 
them, had she been aware of our appetites and indina^ 
tions. As it was, she seemed perfectly satisfied with a 
couple of shiUings, which purchased abundance for us 
ail, even to repletion. Wo had not been half an hour at 
the post-house before our apartment was crowded with 
fruit-women, bearing upon their heads large wooden 
bowls, with the finest grapes and figs, offered upon terms 
that no one could dispute; but we were already more 
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than nticfied, wad looked apon the hixiiriant heaps with 
90 much iiiidiffereDoe, that we would not have giYen a 
rUU fiyr all the fruit in the new world. 

Santiago del Eatero, ao cidled from efl^ro, whieh aig'. 
nifiea a laJEe, many of whieh are formed in ita neif^ii. 
bourhood by the overflowing of the river in the rainy 
^•eaaon, ia a very ancient town, and waa formeriy a biah- 
opric. Ita trade, at one time in respectable activity, con- 
mated chiefly a£ codiincal, dyed worsteds, ponchos, and 
wooden atinrups ; the two latter articles havin^r, it may 
be supposed, a very extensive sale in a country wiiere 
every man or boy wears a poncho aitd rides a hone. 

The manoftctnre of ponchos ezfaiMts the indpstiy of 
the females, whose handiwork they are. Like dothes, or 
any ether article, they are made of different qualities, to 
suit the means and condition of the purchaser. We 
each purchased 6ne of a medium quality, at the price of 
from ^e to seven dollars, but which a few years ago 
•old readily at nine and ten, a proof of the present de- 
eline of trade, or rather of the great diminution of spe* 
cie, which is sensiUy felt throughout the whole of this 
country. Perhaps the prices may also be affected by the 
recent import of .similar articles of cotton manufectnre 
from Manchester. 

Ijadies in Chili and Peru sometimes make ponchos, 
with a mixture of silk and vktma wool, so fine as to 
pass through the ring of a fibger, and . of OQlours so 
tastefully disposed, as to obtain the fancy price of two 
hundred dollars ; efvery thread and particle of the piece 
made by hand, fer machinery is totally unknown. A 
poncho, for the infermation of my home friends, is an 
oUong square garment, having a hole in the^ centre, 
through which the head passes. It is worn constantly 
by men, and may be called the doak of the country. 
Ladies use it only on horseback. 

VOL. I. 9 
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In this district abounds a iree called algaroba; froio - 
its seed is made a beverage, of which the people are 
very fond, and when taken in moderation is oonsidered 
very salnbrions. This district is also celebrated for 
wheat which produces eighty-lbldv altfaongb very little 
labour is employed to raise it. 

The most incredible story' I ever heard, or the most ex- 
traordinary account I ever read, of the numbers ia which 
locusts sometimes appear, I can. now no longer doubt, 
and, I must confoss, it is requisite actually to beh»ld 
them before any idea of the real truth respecting them 
can be formed. This evening, after dinner, as we 
went out to sit half naked at the door in the street, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country, to enjoy the cool 
air, or rather, I should say, the letter heat of the day, 
we ^ere astonished at seeing the atmosphere in a state 
resembling a thick mist moving rapidly over ua, but 
which we soon discovered to be locusts. They were 
all going in the same direction, like rooks returning to 
their home. We could not say how long they had been 
passing before we saw them, but for upwards of an 
hour we sat gazing at them with increased astonish, 
ment, and when the sun set, as far as the eye could 
reach we perceived no diminution of their numbers. 
On they weht in their ominous flight, seeking some de« 
voted region where to reposes every fVuit, flower, and 
vegetable of which, in a few hours, they would utterly 
consume. 

The earthquake of the morning of the 19th of this 
month, had been felt here at the same time as with us 
at Oratorio, but in a stronger degree. It was preceded 
by a violent hurricane, the effects of which we saw on 
our approach to this town ; large trees torn up by the 
roots, with shattered trunks and branches lying in 
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e?ery diraetSoo^ fiir Um spnce of «t iMtt tliMe milM, re- 
■embtod the wreck of an amiada upon a Mody beach. 

We naaoained dQriii|r the 34th at Santiago, and in 
the ereaing had much thunder, tightning, and heavy 
rain. 

25th. Thia waa the fint oooi morning we had felt 
6t a. length of time, and we took advantage of it to 
oontinae oar journey at a very early hoar. The roate 
•till lay through a sandy thoagh fertile soil ; the eoan* 
try too is thickly wooded, and th^ trees are larger and 
handsomer than those we have hitherto observed. We 
saw many partridges, gray pheasants, doves, and, 
where the ground was marshy, large snipes; also 
parrots and paroquets in screaming flocks: lions and 
tigers frequent the interior of the woods. 

At CapiMa de Ximenes, the first post^ nine leagues 
from Santiago, I saw a.man making a Uuso^ the noose 
for catching^ animals, which has been noticed by al! 
travellers in South America, and the surprising dexteri- 
ty, with whidi it is used, both on fij6t and on horseback, 
has often been described. It is made of thin strips of 
hide, neatly plaited togelrher, like the lash of a whip, 
having a small irtm ring fixsd in one end, through 
which the thong runs when thrown. The lasso used 
on horseback should be eight yards long, and that on 
loot ten. 

In the afternoon we arrived on the banks of the river 
Santiago, which here, -for the third time, cross^ our 
route. We wefe soon observed firom the opposite side 
by. the Indians, called here nadadores (swimmers), who 
make a livelihood, or at least obtain a few dollars, by 
conveying passengers and their luggage across the 
river in balsas. Some of them on horseback galloped 
from their hats to the banks, each dragging after him 
a hide tied ip a long string. Of these hides a small 
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fltet WM M^A OBt in a few miaulM uid hranehed into 
the ■tream, each immii beinf aeooiapaaitd by two or 
tilme nadadar$i^ male and female indkorimiBately, who 
•eemed as much at their eaee in the water aa eo many 
mermaids and mermen. 

While, however, the chief of the patty was stipukit- 
lag with us for the freight and safe conduct of oar- 
selves and baggage, which he was poshing to an eitrm- 
vsgant |irice, an ficcidentat circumstance interrupted 
the treaty, and disappoioted all the golden hopes of the 
owners of the fleet. The slave we purchased' at Cordo- 
va« an4 who acted as one of our postilions, being heat* 
^ and dusted by his equestrian esertionsv (the day 
having turned out broiling hot as heretofore!,) eould not 
resist the temptation of refteshment which the river 
presented, and untqggling his horse from the trace — 
for the trace is a fixture— rode into the stream, expect- 
ing to find depth sufficient to swim animal and all, but 
reached the opposite bank upon a sound footing, with- 
out the horse being much deeper than the saddle-skirte. 
Upon seeing this, we ordered .fontr postilions to ride in 
abreast, to make sure of the passage, and these passkig 
over in the same manner as the first, we determined 
on saving our casli, and at the same time all the trou- 
ble and bustle of embarkation. ESght or ten faorsee 
were immediately tied to the galera, which was drag- 
ged «.oros8 without any accident, except the loss of a 
store of pepp,ermint<^ops, which being in the bottom 
of the carriage, were overflowed and dissolved into a 
puddle resembling milk. The carts, being en mueh 
lugher wheels than the galera, passed sin tumdmd^ 
(without novelty,) as we say in Spanish. Ourselves and 
Carle fi>llowed ^ la nagt^ being very happy at the op« 
portunity of floundering in the water, although too 
wirm for any refreshing benefiL 
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It is eufftomarj to five to the Mtme river dilfcreat 
names in diffi»rent i^aeee. Here, for instance, thit riYvr 
is esUed el Rio Hondot the deep riv^r. It was the 
■oatiiem boondary in ancient times of the territoriee of 
the Incas of- Pern ; and it now divides the provinbe of 
Santiago del Estoro firom that of Tncuman. 

7be road from the river, for several lesg^nes, to the 
post of Vinan, where we stopped for tha night, wae 
the. worst we had yet travelled, and, after nightfidUit 
required unnsoal ingenuity to conduct the horses, in 
ovder to steer clear tii boles, ridges, stamps, branches 
of treesr and -other obelrtictions, whidi even in daylif ht 
it was not easy, nor at aU tlinee peesible, to avoid. 

It was lato and dark hefhre we arrived at the -post, 
to which we were guided for a considerable distance by 
the barking of dogs, which frequently cheers the tiavel- 
ler, by announcing to him his approach to an abode ef 
temporary rest To us, however, a post-house afibrded 
no convenience ; we seldom even crossed their doorleos 
thresholds : if we obtoined £tom the scanty tftore of the 
inhabitants a few eggs, or some cow*s or goaVs milk, it 
was the utmost we ezpecte«h snd in placing our beds, 
generally round the galera, each fixed upon a spot to 
his fancy, where we slept as sound as in any chamber of 
the most luxurious mansion. 

96th. Thermometer at noon 101^. Our journey this 
day, for upwards of fifty miles, was through a fine, 
park-like country, with rich and abunidant pasture, 
sometimes reaching to the foet of the postilions as they 
drove through it 

In the aHeruoon, we discovered in the distance the^ 
first chain of mountains ccmnected with the Cordillera: 
de los Andes. As evening drew on, their scenery be- 
came truly beautifiif, and was viewed by us with pecu- 
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liar lateraptt fimn our not havittg Men* with the soMta- 
tf tzMptkn «r the moiiiilaiiui of Cotdotm, one single 
Ull apon whieh to repoee the eye m a dietenoe of « 
thounnd milee* But it moet not be imagioed that the 
vaat plam waa travened with indiffeience ; fiur fiBom it : 
then waa alwaya iomething to eaeite eurioaity, waA 
oientlj at leaat to keep alive oar enjoyment of the mea- 
aoreleai joiftney, the fttigoea and priiratioos of whieh 
were all forgotten in the intereit that the nofelty ereat- 
ed. 

Aa we approaehed Tnenman, jre drove Ar aboot two 
leagues throogh a thick fimst; and^ although we had 
five hofaea to oar galera* it was with verj great difll* 
ealty that we were dragged tbioogh ^he thiokets and 
the spreading branchee which overhang the road. At 
nine a^eleek at night we arrived in the towm and took 
op oar qoarters at the post, the hostess of which, a fine 
handsome ereatore on a krge scale, gave as np one 
wing^of her empty faoase, in whieh we established ear- 
selves with great comfort and convenience. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Taeuman-^Ferttlily of itt loil— Petty revelatloiM—Tiait to an 
wange-giovQ— Botas de potTo— PniebaM of lionw TSipumio of 
shoelDf — Vlrit to the convent of itulet— Carnival revela— Qia- 
ractar of the Tucumanoe, 

The city of San Miguel del Tucuman^ the Capital of 
the province of the same name, is a tolerably respecta- 
ble town, and is considered to be the best sitoated of 
any in South America ; for a subject of general remark, 
and one of the many complaints against the Spaniards, 
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is Uie Teiy bad titoalioiM they fixed apon for the trnme 
uad cities they erected iii this ooantry. Tociimiui is 
■eeted in the midet of oae of the moet fertile pUine ia 
the world, prodocing rioe, Indian com, wheat, barley, 
the eugar-caoe, toboccoi sundry fruits and vegetables, 
■nd whatever else the husban^nan may desire to enlti- 
vale. Black cattle, horses, moles, sheep, and goats, 
roam in large ifiocks and herds, in saperabwidant pea- 
tore. The moontains, aboot six leagoee from the 
town, are covered with wood and timber of the finest 
kind ; orange and lemon trees aboond opon the dedivi* 
ties, and the sommits are clothed with rich pastore, 
whither the cattle are driven daring the hot months of 
sommer* 

There is not a spot, perhaps, in the New World, I 
doubt if I mey not say In Ihe world at large, that holds 
oot pKospecte more inviting to emigrants with small 
eapltal than the province of Tocoman ; and I do not 
think it reqoires the gift 6f prc^ecy to assert, that 
many years cannot elapse before the J>les8tngs which 
nature has layished opon this long^aegleeted land, shall 
be estimated as they deserve, and torned, perhaps by 
another people, to a better accoimt than they have hi- 
therto been by the present indolent inhabitants, who 
rftiee the firoits of the soil in so listless and slovenly a 
Manner, that not half the retom is yielded which 
might be expected from common indostry ; besides, the 
greater, portion of the land, fertile in the extreme, re- 
mains as it was at the fi>nbation oiihe world. 

f^om the woods of Tocoman are constrocted all the 
best carts which ply to Boenos Ayres, Jojoi, and other 
parts of the ooontry ; they have also furnished immense 
axle-t|rees for the waler-wheels in use in the difiereni 
minings dietricfts: I have, been informed that some of 
thfMB sent to Potosi took three years in transporting. 
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and oo«t fWmi one thomaiid to fifteen hnndred dollars 
each. I'incve eeon teverml eanlides or spfteiniene of the 
wood of theee moanUina, of whiefa there are no fewer 
than tlxtj diiforent ipeeiet, eome of tfaem adapted to 
. the meet beautiful workmanafaifi of the oabinet*maker. 
• Tueaman, from its situation and- the advantage 
which rarronnd it, mif^ht be made, and pauihly maj 
beoome, the centre of the arte and commerce of a^grreat 
nation in the fhtare history of the world. Empires* of 
f lorious renown hA?e disappeared, and others greater 
etill have graduaUy risen, where previooslj all was 
barbarism and desoktion. This succession of rise and 
&11 commenced in the East, whence it has pregreesiTe- 
ly arrived at the utmost boundaries of Western Eu- 
rope f and what physical or moral reason can be assign- 
ed that it is *" thus £up to go and no farther 7'*^that the 
fiurest portion of the globe is not in its turn to partake 
of the acknowledged mutation in the revolving efents 
of the world? This may perhaps by some be called 
** the enervating indulgence of the imagination,** hat 
there are others who, I think, vrill admit, that eoeh a 
subject is not undeserving of contemplation, because it 
comes within the pale of those laws and regulations by 
which the universe is governed. 

It seems to be a conceded point, that nothing is im- 
possible to perseverance and skilL What a promising 
fidd for both presents itself here ! It might indeed be 
difficult to find a parallel to the happy valley of Rasselaa, 
where so few valleys exist ; but beyond all doubt, the 
vast uncultured, impeo^ded, and hithei^ disregarded 
plains whidi are here to be met with, might be made, 
without any peculiar exertion or skill, the abodes of in-, 
dustry, fruitfulness; happiness, and wealth. In making 
this assertion, I am s«q>ported by the opimons of many, 
and it may be found at no very distant period that I 
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)oiKi% iMitt ia tiw langfittge of Kuieli«, boen ■* IktMiing 
with dfkhility to the whupen of ftm^, or panumf 
witheagemem the phantome of hope*** 

Tocamaii rafiered 'leverel/ in the late war of mde* 
peDdence,]ior is it yet in the fuU aeeiirity of peaoe; 
it being onlj a few weeks linoe a Colonel La Madrid 
collected a party of armed men, and deposing the go^er* 
nor, a Colonel Lopez, elected himself to that office ; pre» 
ierring a sitoatum in which he might share a few loaTea 
and fishes, to one in which he obtained nothing at 
aU. 

The public and the pabUc papers made some remark 
ttpcn the incivility and rudeness of the proceeding, and 
some were of opinion thatit was illegal to toma gentleman 
by open force out of an employment to which he had 
been officially appointed by the government of the conn* 
try; it was even hinted that he should appear be^sre the 
congress of the nation at Buenos Ayres to give an ac- 
count (^ his conduct ; but there the matter reetsi and 
Colonel La Madrid continues, and is likely to contianei 
in possession of the governorship of Tucuman, until 
somebody else aspires to it, and takes the trouble to 
turn him out, in, the same maimer in which he turned 
out his predecessor.* 

These little revolutions are confined merely to a few 
fiaends of each party ; the commonalty view the struggle 
with as much indifi^ence as. a fight between two school* 
boys, not caring which side cciiquers. 

I never befi>re experienced, and probably never shall 
again, on the 27th January, such a day of heat as viw 
have just passed. At five o*c]ock in the afternoon the 

* Thig has actually taken place; Colonel La Madrid baa lieeo 
deposed with as little ceremony by Colonel Somebody else, wbo 
will also have Ms day, and so on until order is permanently esta- 
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thermometer itood tt lOO^t It it evwry where re- 
marked, that this year has been one of unusual heat and 
drought, but I do not hearof anjiUneas inconsefoence : 
as for our own party, although we have been so much 
exposed to it, we hsTe hitherto enjoyed perfect health ; 
perspiration never ceases, and yet no loss of flesh is per- 
oeptihle in any of us. 

29th. A total change of weather has taken jdaee, to 
therelief of every living ereatnre. The sun has not shown 
himself the whole day; the rain has beenuneeasing, and 
the thermometer has fidlen to 79^. We may soon* 
have an opportunity of judging whether exceseive heat 
or rain is the most agreeable for travelling, and as it is 
the nature of man to be dissatisfied with what he has, 
and to wish for what he has not, before we arrive at 
Potosi we may sigh for a return of the weather we 
have so long comsidered dmoit insujSerable. 

Did you feel the earthquake ? Atwhat hour 7 Where 
were youat the time? Whatdidyoufimcy? What did you 
yoo do ? These are qaestions I am puttingto evety body 
I ohanoe tooonverse with, and I do not think I ever felt 
greater interest on any subjectthaBui the various Accounts 
I hear respecting this {^enomenon. Upon foefing the shock 
some thought of their riches, some of their children', 
and one or two of their wives; but the first imjAibe of 
all seems to have been to leap out o£ bed aiid run into 
the street, without any thought but that tff personal 
safety through the interforenee of the Vii^in. Two or 
three villages fiirther north hate suffered severely firom 
the late shock, but none so much as Las Traiieas, sixty 
miles distant, which has been converted into a heap of 
ruins. It is said to have been the severest earthquake 
felt in this neighbourhood within the memory of man ; 
that which, about forty years ^go, destroyed the town of 
Esteco, distant about one hundred miles from Tucuman, 
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with aU its inhfetbitantfl, (for aU were swallowed up) was 
not so flemdbly felt here. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain the exact limits ' f 

of this tremendoQS effort of Nature, but from Oratorio 
Gfaode, where we felt it— and we know not how mucji- 
beyond it may have extended— to the last mentioned 
village of Las Trancas, is a distance,- tn a line nearly 
nortb^^ttd south, of about three hundred and fifty miles. ^ 

If tnS same distance, <nr even half of it, be allowed east 
and west, what a wonderfiil mass of earth, including 
mountains, forests, and rivers, has been rocked like the 
cradle of a child at the same moment of time ! fttr aB 
accounts agree as to time — "" a few minutes before suti- 
rise." 

February Ist. We all rose with the sun, and mounting 
horses which we had in readiness, proceeded, on this 

delightful summer's morning, to visit an extensive 

gTOYe of orange trees upon the sides of the beauteous- 

mountains that rise out of the fertile plaina of Tuco- 

man. 

These mountains run in a north-westerly cKrectioiL 

for a distance ex<»eding two hundred mile^, thicJdy 

wooded from their base to their summit with timbw of 

various kinds, the bark of some serving for' tanning 

and dying. The orange trees grow to a size unknown 

iiLEurope: in our ramble, which was not very far* up - 

the mountain, we saw many full thirty feet high, five 

and six feet in circumference, and laden at the same 

time with blossoms and with firuity but the-latter wanting- 

many weeks of being ripe. Wj^ in season^ cart-loads 

drawn by bullocks, are conveyecRo the town by any one 

who chooses to take. the pains of gathering them; no 
exclusive right being claimed either to them or to the 
fine timber among which they grow. Flocks of hum- 
ming-birds, attract^ by the flowers, were to be seen 
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difplayiiif tiieir eaqqiiitB plmnage with infinite Tvietf 
in the ran, whilst flattering their moth-lihe win|fs ofcr 
the ilragrant cup9 from whieh Jhej sipped their tiny 
dranght. ^ 

Before leaving the orange grove, we indulged in the 
fauEvrj of a eold bath in the mountain stream, and then 
wound our way through a charming wildemeos, ofer- 
run with magnificent acacias : beautifiil creepers in 
fiill flower : curious airfiamU suspended from branches 
high above us, with many shrubs and flowers highly 
valued or unknown in other dimes, here flourished die- 
legarded in all the exuberance of nature. With truth 
it may be said of the whole of this district-* 

" Tby very weeds are beaatiful ! tby waste 
More rich tban other dimes' fertility/* 

From hence we went to a distant hut, where we pro« 
cured beefo£ course, with melons and water-melons in 
abundance. After this repast, each stretched liitnwftlf 
upon the ground for the tieMta^ and, with his saddle 
under his head, passed an hour as free from care as any 
mortal of earth's mould. Then mounting our horses, 
we returned home in the cool of a fine evening, which 
conclttded the amusement of a most agreeable day. 

I have lately supplied myself with a pair of light 
summer boots, called boioB de potre ; that is, boots ot* tlfe 
skin of a colt, which are, I believe, peculiar to this 
country; but in any country where a horse is to be had, 
they also may be had without the necessity of employ- 
ing either boot or shoMaker, fi>r there is not a single 
seam, or a single stitc^ised in their construction ; leg, 
foot, sole, being all of one piece, and fitting admiral^. 
This may appear difficult, but nothing is more simpte. 
Here is the receipt — ^Take a horse, cut off his hind legs 
considerably above the hocks ; pull the skin down over 
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the hoofs, just *■ if you were pulling off a itoeking ; 
vrhssn. oiSy scrape the hair from the skin ¥rith a sharjiL 
Imi^ and- remove every particle of flesh that may have 
adhered to the inside : hang the skins to dry, and in the 
process of drying draw them two or three times on your 
iegs, that they may take their shape, form and figure^ 
The upper part becomes the mouth of the boot ; the 
round projecting part of the hock, the heel; the foot ter- 
minates above the hoof^ where it is cut to the required 
kmgth. The whole operation may be performed, and 
the boots ready fox use, in the course of a week. The 
people here do not even sew up the end of the foot, but ■ 
allow the great toes to project for the convenience of the 
Btirrup, which is made so small as only just to admit 
them, and they occasionally support the whole weight of 
the body. The boots are Very light, and in every sense 
** easy as a glove;" I have seen some that, had been 
tanned, and had soles added, which render them the per- 
fection of com&rt 

3d. This day our carts returned from the nuiMtrOrthe 
appellation given to every master-workman of every 
trade, whether cart*maker or watch-maker, blacksmith 
ot silversmith. We expected our carts to have been re- 
paired in a day or two, but forgot that a day's work in 
Europe equals that of three in America ; however, even 
now that they are returned in fit repair, we cannot pro- 
ceed upon our journey, having just received a communi- 
cation from the person with whom we have contracted 
jfor horses, that we must banish the idea of leaving Tucu- 
man till afler the carniviU, Sox that nothing can induce 
•one of the lower classes to abeeidliimself from the three 
or four days' riotous foolery of this ancient festival,, in 
which postilions, as well as other people, deem it abso- 
lutely necessary to join. 

The pests from Tuemnan to Salta have been so much 
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dfitCroTed in the late civil wars, that trarellerfl are oom- 
, polled to contract for horses from the residence of one 
horse-breeder to that of another. For this accommod»> 
tion the chargfe is double that ^f posting, being two riaUi 
(one shilling) per mile for each horse, instead of one rial, 
which is the postmaster's established charge; and I 
think it will be admitted, that no very great advantage 
is taken in such a case of absolute necessity : the chances 
are that, in a similar situation in Europe, twice the com- 
mon rate of postage would not ensure horses to a tra- 
veller. 
' We have been purchasing some horses for our private 

use, from the Rev. Doctor ^ head clergyman of 

Tncuman, who is also, and has been for upwards of " 
forty years, the prindpal horse-racer, horse-jockey, cock- 
fighter, general gamesterr and rou^ determine of the 
province. Greneral P. paid the enbrmous sum of five 
ounces of gold (111, 10s.) for his horse, a handsome dark 
bay ; Baron C. paid twelve dollars (2/. 88.) for his, a haughty 
long-backed, long-legged, long-tailed grey ; I paid fifteen 
dollars (31,) for mine, a spiry, spirited little bay nag, which 
WIS, in fiict, the'property of his reverence's niece. The 
price of the three horses wss sifficient to support com- 
fortably any reasonable person in the town of Tucuman 
for at least three months, but did not last his reverence 
as many hours, having lost the whole sum at lansqitenet 
immediately afler receiving it. 

In the evening, whilst riding out upon el Cura de 7\c 
cvman, the name given to my new purchase, I chanced 
to meet a gentleman upon a stout, well-conditioned, 
strawberry-coloured lA^, with an English saddle and 
bridle conspicuously new. The whole appearance was 
good, and such as would have attracted the notice of an 
amateur of horse-flesh even in Hyde Park. 
After a little observation of the animal, I rode up 
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alongside the gentleman, and, aalating him, informed 
him that it was ** a fine evening.'* This preliminary to 
coiiTersation, general in every country in the world, was 
returned in fidl measure by the gentleman, for the 
Americans pride themselves upon compliments. ^ I 
observe, cavaUero," said I, **that you have got a very 
handsome English saddle and bridle." — ^*^ St, $enor ; I 
purchased them a few weeks ago at Buenos Ayres,** re- 
plied the cavallero^— " And pray, sir, what may they 
have cost at Buenos Ayres ?** — " The saddle alone, sir, 
cost me three ounces of gold,** replied the cavallero. Ten 
pounds ! for what was probably shipped in London &r 
fiyur, is no bad profit for the merchant, thought I. 

^ You have also got as handsome a horse, sir, as I 
have seen in this country." ** He is one of my own 
breeding,** replied the cavallero, " and nearly the last of 
several hundred which I possessed before the revolution.** 
^ Several hundred !** said I, in a tone of surprise. ** Why, 
sir,** answered the cavallero, ^ I supplied the govern- 
ment gratis with two hundred superior horses at one 
time, during our late struggle , and I had upwards of 
three hundred stolen firom me in one night, by the king's 
troops, to say nothing of repeated thefts and losses in a 
small way, both by firiends and foes." " Then, sir,** 
said I, "^ I suppose you are one of the principal horse* 
breeders of this country 7** ** Not as to numbers," re- 
plied the cavallero, ^but in the goodness of the breed, 
no man in the province equalled that of Jose do Santil- 
lan.*' Jos^ de SantiUan! 'tis a pity, thought I, that 
I have not got Gil Bias de SanliUan in this little ad- 
venture. 

^As you have no doubt sold many horses in your 

• time, Don Jose SantiUan,*' said I, ^' perhaps you may 

have no objection to sell one now ?** ** Not in the least, 

if I get a fair price,*' said Don Joe^, patting- his horse 
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Upon the neck, aad lettinif him feel ** iBwdwiwly amde^ 
the left ipiir, for he peroei?ed my object in a moment* 
** And praj, nr, what may be a iair price for the um&al 
you are riding 7" said L •• OhT* said he, <" try him 
first, and if you like him, we shall have no difficulty 
upon that matter t the price is a/riolero,*' (a mere trifle.) 
The tone and manner, however, in which Don Jos^ de 
flantillan pronounced this last sentence, did, not enooor- 
a|fe me in a hope of obtaining the strawberry for a 
friolera. 

** Well, sir,** said I, **let us- change horses, and in five 
mifn^iftw I shall satisfy myself upon the qualities of 
yours.** We accordingly changed, and after walkiog, 
and cantering, and galloping, and tvrirling and twisting 
my friend*s horse in every pace, except that of the trot, 
which was totally unknown to the animal, I turned to 
its owner, saying I approved, and begged to know the 
friolera. "Will you give me five ounces?** said Don 
Jos^ de SantiUan. If he had insisted upon ten I would 
have given them with pleasure ; but the suppliant tone 
of ** WiU you give me?'* assured me I might have him 
for less; besides, it is an unheard-of circumstance to 
give the whole sum aaked by the seller of any article in 
this country : you must always bargain. I therefore inu 
mediately replied, ** Don't you think five too much?** 
** Wen, what will you give, cavallero ?** said Don Jos^ 
** I will give you,'*, said I, ** four as pure ounces of gold 
as ever were struck in the mint of Mexico ; and you 
muft admit, Senor SantiUan, that it is a sporting price 
for a horse in the province of Tucuman."^ 

*' Your ofier is a very fair one, cavallero ; and, although 
my horse is worth double the money, you shall have 
hiflo^** We rode home te the post-house, where I paid 
Don J096 SantiUan four ooncee of gold, say, fourteen 
pounds, fof hu nag, which in London would meet with 
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a hundred porchisera happy to give a hundred gfuineas- 
for him ^ it may therefijre be suppoeed I was pleased with 
my bargain. The name the horse went by was Toriugay 
(tortoise,) to which his round compact diape and great 
strength fiilly entitled him. 

Our purchases being all made for travelling, we thought 
it expedient to get them shod, a protection with which 
horses in this part of the world are seldom favoured ; 
duiing the whole of our journey from Buenos Ayres I 
never saw a horse with a shoe. In Tucuman there 
happens to be a smith, because many peq[>le going 
thence to Peru wish to have their horses shod, the moun- 
tain roads being very, different from the pampaBj where 
"^ an animal may gallop from one post to another without 
patting his foot upon a pebble. As the horses were n6t 
to be worked, but to be driven loose after the carriage to 
Sttlta, we had given orders to shoe the fore feet only, 
and, to our utter consternation, the charge for each pair 
of shoes was fiiur dollars and a half! (eighteen shillings,) 
a price at which a tolerable horse might be purchased. 
Baron Czettritz was the loudest complainant on this oc-. 
caflion : he thought it extremely hard that he should be 
charged more than one third of the whole value of his 
horse fi>r only hatf^hoeing^ and told the smith in very 
good German-Spanish, what he afterwards told me in 
very good German^ Rnglish, Ijbat ** he could shod get in 
hisjcountry all four horse foots flir uehzthn groeehen,^^ 
The smith, smoking his cigar, calmly replied, (and I 
thought reasonably enough,) ** that we were all at full 
liberty to take our horses to the Baron*s country to be 
shod, but if we required that operation to be performed 
in Tucuman, we must pay four dollars and a half, or go 
without-Mio ^t remedio.*^ 

6tfa. >Hired four poetJiorses, but postilions were out of 
the question, all of that class being deeply engaged in 
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tbelMifinewof the camiTaL We therefore bnM Ibuf of 
our awn peoDflfl to ride them, and, putting them to onr 
falera, we filled it with ladies and their children, whilst 
we oonelres and othen escorted them on horseback, and 
proceeded to visit the convent of Lnles, at the invitation 
of Father Antonio, a jcXiy Dominican friar, the prior* 
lord, and master, of the whole extensive establishment. 

We passed, for about threis leagues, through as fertile 
a i^ain as any in the world, here and there producing dif- 
fbrent cropsypreviously allQded to, in great luxuriance ; 
fig trees, and tunaa^ (prickly pears, a delicious fruit,), 
abounding among various others. Hie whole of tins 
^ain, which embraces a territory of many square leagues, 
formerly belonged to the Jesuits, who founded ^e cmi- 
vent, which, with all its ample appurtenances, is no«v in 
ruinous neglect The situation of this ancient building 
is beautifiilly picturesque,, being upon a slight eminence* 
rising out of the plain near the foot of the large, and 
richly wooded mountains before mentioned. Round it, 
or nearly so, ifows the Lules, a considerable river, wind- 
ing through the plain for about fifty miles, before it dis- 
charges itself into the river Santiago; it abounds in fish, 
and about a hundred yards firom the convent supplies 
mills for grinding com, for husking rice, and for sawing 
timber ; which, before the revolution, brought in a con- 
siderable revenue to the Dominicans, who here succeeded 
the lathers in aH their possessions. 
This property, a short time ago, attracted the notice 
^ of a passing traveller, an Englishman he was taaid to be, 
who entered into a contract with the proprietors for the 
puTcfaa£» of the whole concern ; but after the agreement 
was made, the intended or pretending contractor left the 
country, and has not since been heard of. The mills 
alone seem to present, add no doubt will yet become, a 
valuable source of emolumait 
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The convenft of Luiea, with its appartenancefl and ex- 
tensiTe estate, inchiding some cattle, may be purchased 
foe about three thousand pounds; and a few hundred 
pounds more would be sufficient to make it an elysiumi 
its fine climate and well chosen situation have already 
performedhalf the task. Plenty, superabundant plenty, 
might be obtained at little cost ; for, with common in- 
dustry the soil is capable of [Mxiducing any thing that 
grows under the sun. 

' Lules, I have been informed, was the name of an an- 
tneai tribe of Indians, who inhabited this district at the 
period of the Spanish conquest, and who for a ccmsidera* 
ble time obstinately maintained themselves against theiii 
invaders* 

The inhabitants of the convent are now reduced to a 
scanty few; the cells, except four or five, are deserted, and 
^ass grows in the crevioei^ of the tiled floor of the 
cloisters, where formerly the sandal-fiwted monks paced 
away the hours in prayer and praise, or where, as oflen 
perhaps, in merry mood and in pleasanter pastime, they 
took their constitutional exercise, anxiously waiting, not 
the tolling of the solenm-toned bell that calls to vespers, 
but the merry tinkling that invites to the refectory. And 
this leads me, quite i propot^ to mention a roasted turkey, 
of enormous size and of delicious flavour, &d upon Indian 
com, which Friar Antonio, with a dignity of manner 
truly becoming, placed with his own hands as the middle 
dish of our second course in UtR canonical repast he had 
most munificently provided. The stuffing of this de- 
lightful bird I shall never forget, so long as the plump, 
good humoured countenance and tonsured head of our 
revered host exist in my memory : in the evening when 
I mounted my horse to take leave, I exclaimed from my 
very heart, " God keep you a t|iousand years, Father 
Antonio!*' 
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Sth. Being Aih Wednesday, the candval ceased. The 
•oene exhibited in the city of Tucoman for the last 
three or four days was probably rarely exceeded in up- 
roarious confusion. Labour and work of every descrip. 
tion were suspended, all order was aboliahed, master and 
man, officer and soldier, lady and gentleman, all join^ 
pell-mell in the jubilee, with an animation and activi^ 
quite unexpected among a people of such indolent habits. 
The principal mirth appeared to consist m throwing 
handfuls of flour, or powdered starch, into the eyes of 
those who seemed least prepared for the assault and for 
which purpose a]l)per8ons, high and low, old and young, 
carried in their handkerchiefo, their pockets, or in the 
comers of their ponchos, ample store of this ammunition, 
the price of which advances considerably in consequence 
of the lavish expenditure that -on this occasion takes 
place, morning, noon, and night, for three days and 
nights successively, and, it must be admitted, sometimes 
withyery ludicrous effect 

The country people, firom many leagues round, with 
their wives, or sweethearts, and children, enter the town, 
mounted upon horses or mules, some with guitars, some 
with drums, some singing, others crying, screaming, and 
beUowing, in tones increasing in shrillness and horrible 
discord in proportion to the qqantity of bad wine, ehieka, 
or aguardiente which has be^n imbibed. Tro<^ of 
these frantic beings, with two and sometimes three upon 
one horse (for few go aa foot), and occasionaDy females ' 
in this Amazonian or Turkish se^but without the 
oriental grace or dignity, might be seen at all hours in 
full gallop through the streets, racing for the wager, 
perhaps of a pot of ehieha, their favourite beverage, made 
either from the seed of the algaroba or Indian com. 

No Hibernian has a greater esteem for his whiskey, or 
indulges in it more freely, than these people in their 
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ehieha ; nor do the joyoiw wnui of ESrin, when influenoed 
by their blood^zcitmgr liquor, flourish their 9kiUdah9 
with more fiital dexterity over the brows of their feHows 
in a fair, than do the Tucumanos the immense knives 
which they constantly carry about th^, and use, like 
the sword of Hudibras, <*a8 well &r spitting as for fight- 
ing.** One of our /Monef, in a convivial party, received 
wo desperate a Btoceado from a fiiend, that we were 
obliged to procure another in his stead. 

If a Tucumano possesses a horse, a lasso, a knife, and 
a guitar, which they all seem to delight in, he considers 
himself amongst the independent sons of earth, and be- 
yond the caprices of fortune. As for his existence, that 
costs Mm neither pains nor trouble to support; a piece of 
beef or mutton can be had any where: and this, so far 
as my observations have been hitherto directed, appears 
to me to apply pretty generally to the Grauchoe. Not 
that I pretend to indude the whole race in one harsh 
sentence, or to say, as some have said, that aU are no 
better than the uncivilized Indian. It is equally illiberal 
and unjust to assert that they are devoid of feelingsof 
humanity and benevolence, and that n6 intelligence and 
good sense are to be found amongst them. Like all men, 
they are formed to be rational beings,^ and only require 
education and good example to induce them to exert 
their fiiculties, as well for the greater benefit of them- 
selves as for that of the community at large. At present 
they seem not to understand that public good is also that 
of individuals, and therefore are utterly indififerentto the 
former. But after all, where the advantages arising fhmi 
emulation and industry are denied, as hitherto has been 
the case in this devoted country, idleness and indolence 
must be the natural consequences. 

From the barbarous treatment which I have seen them 
inflict upon horses, I was at first disposed to set down 
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the lowei eliuaet u a 
upon closer acquaiatu 
igree with Schinidtmeyer, who, in his " Travel* into 
Chile," reniuki, that iltliough Ihe7 ors ezcesavely cruel 
to uiimals, it ia from the abaeDce of feeling, not irom the 
indul^nce of pusloo. IIbj will gowl, Bpur, uul Iwh 
a beait ae long di it can go, and if it ahouM beoome di«- 
abled, stand itill, or fall down, as I have frequently eeen, 
tbej will quietly take off the uddle, whilst singing m, 
Btsna of B song, place it upon another, and leave the on. - 
fortunate sufferer to die upon the road without loaiiig 
tbeir temper i neither the owner of the aoinukl, nor the 
rider, nor the spectator, (unless it be some foreigner like 
myself,) will show the least symptom of being moied or 
offended at the scene. 

I slso agree with Sdunidtmeyer, in never having wit- 
nessed a really passionate state of mind among these 
people. Their naked children and their numeions doga 
(ss be obserres, and I have seen) will sUnd round the 
place where the fire is burning, in the way of whatever 
may be doing, trying to steal what Ihey can, and deaf to 
all commands to move, or to fetch Buy thing that may be 
wanted i but no teeUngs of ill-tempei oi impioieiice show 
themseliea. I leave it to philosophers to decide if this 
patience be a virtue, or if it be merely tlie efiect of that 
innate iodolence which forms the chief characteristic of 
the South Americans, ajid fi>r which, it is probable, th^ 
are indebted to Spanish parentage and Spanish govem- 
meot, quite as much aa to the influence of climate. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Diopated account— Departure from Tucuman— laterestiDg scenery 
— Arrival at Las Trancas — ^Ita ruins— -Descriptioa of tbe recent 
earthquake. 

February 9th. Order and reason being in some de- 

gree restored, we procured postilions and were ready to 

leave Tucuman early in the afternoon, but were detained 

full three hours in disputing the charges of our hostess. In 

moet coimtries, it is imprudent to take up quarters and 

enter into expense without previously ascertaining the 

probable limits. Here, as in France, not to do so is to 

expose yourself to certain imposition, or dispute, or both. 

Whether this omission on our part is to be attributed in 

the present case to the lateness of the hour and our 

{Treat &tigue when we arrived, or to the black eyes and 

embonpoint of a landlady, whose appearance &i excelled 

what we had for some time been in the habit of seeing 

among persons in her capacity, I cannot possibly say ; 

bat we certainly took her integrity upon truaU which 

was more than she was disposed to give us the benefit of 

when about to depart from her house. 

We had been fourteen days in Tucuman, on two of 
which we all dined fix>m home, and on one of them, be it 
for ever remembered, with Friar Antonio at the convent 
of Lules. '^Bread, milk, and eggs, were supplied in abun- 
dance for our breakfost, and onr dinner was quite as 
good, I believe, as any cook in tiie province was capable 
of dressing, but such as ** pampered menials** in EIngland 
would scarcely condescend to sit down to. A large silver 
dish fun of a glutinous composition of bread, vegeta- 
bles, hog*s lard, and the cook knows what besides, called 
«^pa, invariably occupied the centre of the table ; a fowl 
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torn to pieoM and fried with greaae, ■everml lumps of 
beef tmisfized upon a kng itick, which served as the 
spit for roestiog, yoang ears of Indian com boiled (a de- 
licioos vegetable,) were the daily dishes of our dinner. 
Our liqnor, I admit, was in abondanoe, for the toeR, sop. 
pUed hj a copioos spring, was situated within five yards 
of the door of oar apartment For this &re, and our 
bam-like lodging, the bill, delivered upon half a sheet of 
long paper, was (translated) precisely this : — ' 

*«Accoant . - 110 dollars.** 

This ocmcise method oC handing in oar bill cvidentlj 
saved the troaUe of addition, subtraction, and deteetion 
of little teasing errors ; but as,* on many other oocaaions 
in life, in steering dear of Scylla we run fi>ul of CharylK 
dis, so in the present case, on being freed from the pains 
of inmpturimg a detailed a<5count of different items, we 
were plunged into vehement dispute uptm the possibilib^ 
and imposnbility of our expenses amounting to one hun- 
dred and ten dollars. General Paroissien exclaimed, 
** Heavens ! what acharge !** I took up his dying note in 
the key of indication, ** Que verguenxa t** ** What a 
shame !** Baron Czettritz allowed me no time to ezpatiatB : 
** Mine goodness, vas me ! I pay no !*^ he pronounced 
with remarkable firmness, and banged his hand upon the 
table. Mr Scriviner simj^y asked ^ What's the matter V* 
The hostess said, *^No tomare mcno$ r Englished, ** HI 
not bate a ferthing !** We then all spoke together, as 
all people do when all wishtto be heard and nobody lis- 
tens, which makes it impossible for me to recount pre- 
cisely what passed in discussing this exorbitant charge. 
I shall therefinre briefly state, that the landlady at length 
yielded to the pressing instances of so many cavalleros, 
and accepted sixty-eight dollars in full ^ all demands, 
being at the rate of a dollar per day eacfayor thereabouts, 
for five persons. We did not think it worth while to in- 



TBATSLS IN PRRU. 121 

dodo tbe two servants we retained amcmg us, because 
the sixty-eight d<^lars was a very fair remunerating 
yiice for pur expenses to any hotel-keeper in the province 
of Tuciiman; though to a person who has never left 
England, the sum of say, thirteen pounds ten shillings, 
cannot appear extravagant for fourteen days* lodging, 
and twelve days* board, for five gentlemen and two ser- 
vants. 

At five o*clock, our account being settled and firiend^ 
ship restored, we embraced o'ur landlady, who was all 
this time in a summer dishabille after the ttcsia, and, 
notwithstanding what had occurred, our parting was ex^ 
ceediogly tender, even to pressure of hands and a #i88(ei 
kiss. > 

The evening was delightful, and the scenery altogether 
charming, as , we wound through the thickly- wooded 
plain, which extended to the first habitation, four leagues 
distant firom the city of Tucuman, where we halted ibr 
tbe night, spreading our beds as usual in the different 
spots most inviting to our fancy. 

10th. The day' had not dawned before we were up in 
our pondios to feed our horses, which we had secured 
to stakes Ul round us. For their accommodation, we 
had provided ourselves with nose-bags, and two or three 
sacks of barley weie packed in the baggage carts, al- 
though there was no absolute necessity for so doing,' the 
pasture being abundant on each side of the way, and 
affording an opportunity for the animals to feed as they ■ 
were driven gently along. 

Our journeys were now limited to twelve or fifteen 

m 

leagues a-day fi»r the convenience of the horses, which I 
have before mentioned it was necessary to hire at Tucu- 
man, to convey us' to some intermediate horse proprietor 
between that town and Salta, the post-ihasters not Hieing 
sufficiently supi^ed. On this occasion, in addition to the 
VOL. I. 11 
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^thirtom hortet fdiich ire rapiizvd, 4««iity or ikkh^ 
oth«ra were driven on loose by a peone, who atope at 
Uneeeof three, four, or five leagues, when thelooeei 
are caught by means of the lasso, and take thdor tone in the 
carriages ; the others being driven on gently, Ceding as 
they go, nntil their torn arrives to be again yoked. TIm 
loose animalH are alwi^s accompanied by a stnadyold 
horse with a bell tied to his neck, called the eeneSrrttf 
out of hearing of the tinkling of which the other imminV 
seldom stray : therefore, whether in the day or theni|^tt« 
they are suffered to range at large, without any apfxe. 
hension of their being lost even in thelfaickest finest,: 
is th|^e any danger of their separating from their 
herd to join anoUier if they chance to meet with one. 

This day's journey lay, fi>r the most part, throqgh a 
closely wooded country, in which were some glens of 
great beauty, and along the edges of which our Eoule 
was traced, the mountains upon our left adding .nmcli 
grandeur to the scenery, which was diversified at evaqf 
turn and more than usually interesting. We^emfHofai 
ourselves in building chateaux and cottages, and Isj^ing 
out parks, in various situations as we drove along, and 
some of us may live to see the day when our imaginaiy 
designs shall be put into execution by succeeding 
strangers, and worked upon in reality. We stopped Sat 
the night in the neighbourhood of two or three huts be> 
longing to a cattle breeder, but, fiv-any convenienee isr 
accommodation to be obtained, we might as we& hanre 
reposed upon the summit of Chimborazo. 

11th. Fresh breeies and pleasant weather, with a cool- 
ness indicating the approaching termination of summer. 
The country still continues wooded, but the cnil is .not 
so fertile as we have hitherto seen in this most luxoiiant 
province. At noon, we arrived at what, about thsee 
weeks ago, was Ihe respectable viUage of T»ilcaB,.now 
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a heap of ndns, the heosee bemg fyr the most part de. 
■ferajed hf the late eartiiquake, of which this ne^bonr- 
hood may be called the centre of violence. It waa not 
without feelings of pecnliar anxiety that we entered the 
▼iilage cf Traneaa, for, having been informed that the 
moat disaatrona conaequencea of the awful event were to 
be aeen here, and having ouraelvea experienced the prin- 
cipal ahock, although upwarda of three hundred milea 
distant, we felt an inereaaed intereat in viewing ita ef- 
Acta. 

The country round being covered witii treea, we did 
not observe the village until within the distance of two 
or three hundred yarda, when the first object that met 
our view was a number of the inhahitanfa clearing away 
the nuns of their church, the whole front of which had 
fallen, to the ground, except (me of the side towers, that 
stood drooping over in a very singfular manner. 

This edifice had been erected by its present venerable 
vicar at his own private cost, and we may presume with 
a view to its remaining a permanent memortal of faia 
seal and munificenoe, fbr he employed thirteen years in 
the work. Notwidistanding all its solidity, however, he 
has outlived it, and the ftbrio which at one time he 
thought would transmit his name to future generationa, 
he has himself seen, in the space of a few mhiutes, buried 
in the dust of its own ruins. 

From the church we walked through, I might with 
truth say, walked tmer^ the desolated village; fer, except- 
ing two or three tottering houses and as many tottering 
walls, the whole was a confined maas of rubbish. It was 
a pitiable sight to see the inhabitants stalking round their 
proatiate dwellings, the ^baracters of terror and dismay 
strongly depicted in every countenance. And weU they 
might be ; for, from the hour in which their woe com- 
menced up to the present, their minda have had no re- 
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spite from apprehemdon ; every day haa been attended 
with eeTeral repetitions of the eaithquakoi more or less 
severe than the original one, but all sufficient to keep 
alive feelings of consternation and alarm, which have 
been considerably increased by the knowledge of the 
utter destruction of two other villages between six and 
seven leagues distant, at one of which we are informed 
the earth has opened in several places, and ** water gushes 
upwards into the air like a fountain." '' 

Having made enquiries of various individuals, and not 
having heard one contradictory account, I shall here re- 
late the particulars exactly as they were given to me in 
the village of Trancas, and although they agree in the 
main with what I have already mentioned, I cannot think 
tiiat the most trifling particulars connected with so mo- 
mentous and wcmderful a phenomenon can be altogether 
devoid of interest 

Three or four days prior to the earthquake there was 
a tremendous storm, the destructive effects of which have 
been abeady noticed on approaching- Santiago (del Estero. 
In making this observation on the state of the toeatherj it 
is only because I wish to relate the account as it was re- 
lated to me, not that I pretend to interfere in the opinion 
that a connection exists between an earthquake and the 
elements above, or that the one is influenced by the other. 
I confess myself incapable of forming any opinion on the 
subject, and it still, I believe, remains for scientific re- 
search to decide whether any such connection exists oi^ 
not M. Humboldt, in describing the first earthquake 
that he felt in South America, gives a long and very par- 
ticular account of the state of the weather "and the at- 
mosphere, both before and afier the shock.* He also 
minutely describes it previously to the dreadfcd earth- 

* Voyage aa Beg. Equin. vol. iv. chap. x. 
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<l«i^ whkh dtortieyedl the Umm of Ckraets, cm 9Mi 
Biueh, 1819, wiiffli be twee n Bio* tad tm tikmMUMi in* 
bdbitanto w«ii9 mMUtonly buried beneolh its nuns, uad by 
vhieb, tiihragboot tbe proTiBce of Veneiiieb, thrav pe- 
riflbed, tlnaost at tiie Mine instaat of time, upfwudi of 
tw<aty tbotisttBd soula.* 

* It 19 s very aneient opinion,** says the BBine trai- 
ler, **tliat Uiere ie a perceptible oonnection between 
•arti^nakee and the state of te atmoepheie previously 
to those plMnomena ;^ but M. HumboldTs tnm o|»ni6n 
is, that the osciUatioDe are genevally independent of the 
state of the atmosphrae, ahhough he obsenres that, ^ Na- 
tural philosophers are inclined to admit a close connec- 
tion between te undulations of the earth, and any 
nwteor which h^pens to appear at the same tinie.**t 

It seems however to be agfreed, that there is an kiH' 
mate tmuuctiom between earthquakes and Toloanoes;, and 
that, in all probability, they are effects of the same canee, 
namely, subterraneous fiery agents, l^e T<dcanoes which 
nre in activity are sitnated in Uilandf, or <m ooasts mt 
fir frmn ik^ een; those which we find in the inierior 
emtmhri6$ of the earth are all eaftinet. These obeervalions 
lead ua to oonclnde, that the vicinity of the sen is a con- 
ditlon essential to tbe existence of volcanoes ; they fiur^r 
lead us to think, that the water of the sea, penetrating 
into volcanic cavities, is a eatae of empfient. It is a 
I;nei9» faetj that the presence of water, and in great 
qnantity, is incontestable in volc&nic phenomena. W^ 
know the astonishing power of this fluid when reduud 
Ie tti^Nmr or steam ; but oar steam engines can hardly 

* Voyage au Reg. Equin. vol. ▼. ebap z. 

t Doctor Arnou, in his " Elements of Ptayalcf ,** 4te. mentions 
tkat, '* on oceaskMi of the great earttaquake at Lisbon, the mercuiy 
fell so fto in the tiafometen, eren in Briuin, as not to be visibte in 
that poitioa at the top ustially left nneovered for stMervatton.** 

11* 
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convey to ua an' idoa of the y&ms wUoli it ii eapelde of 
aoqnirini^ in caverns, the tidn iff which are $e9eral thm- 
mmd yard* in tJuekne»$f ■uch aa anatain the mountuns 
of Etna and Chimbora/90 ; heal may extend ita eUuticity 
to a point of which it ia impoaaiUe to fonn any idea.* 

Hiia, then, ia aaaiening, in tolerably plain terma, the 
cauae of earthqnakea to ttiam ; a power, certainly, of the 
extent of which we can ibrm no idea. ** The emptiona 
of Moont Veauviua, throwing up incalculable maaaea of 
matter into the clouda, indoced another acientific gentle- 
man, Mr. Perkina, to imaipme that the immenae povrer 
waa generated by highly ela§tie atosm.** 

But, to my own earthqnakfe. A few minutea befiire 
the riaing- of the aun on the 19th of January, the firat 
ahock took |dace, commencing with a noiae and a tre- 
muloua motion, which laated a few eeconda, caoaing 
doora to fly open and aondry articlea of furniture to 
tumble from their placea ; thia waa the aignal on which 
the inhabitanta ruahed from their houaea into the open 
air. A pauae of two or three aeconda occurred ; then the 
noiae re-commenced with a violent rocking motion, 
which continued about a minute, and in thia time the 
church and aeveral houaea were ahaken to the ground. 
After the lapse of half an hour,' another shock deatroyed 
the greater part of the remaining houaea ; and during the 
whole of that day, until ten o'clock at night, aeveral auc 
ceeding ahocks completed the demolition of the village. 
That the motion waa of a rocking nature is evident fiom 
the manner in which houaea and walla were thrown, 
aome having fellen to one side, and aome to the other; 
that ia, some outwards and some inwards. 

During the day, the altars and images that could be 
got at were taken from the ruina of the church and erected 
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isL the street, where proeeHoons' took plaee, where tows 
and saj^licatioxu were oftred up, and the imagee of 
those saints which had not heen able to protect them- 
selves were now invoked for the protection of the inha- 
bitants in this awfld calamity. 

The night passed away quietly, but txa the following 
morning deep murmuring sounds, like distant thunder, 
were repeatedly heard and were followed by several 
shocks ; these continued at intervals for fifteen days and 
nigfate successively : they then gradually decreased both 
in number and violence, and for the last day or two they 
JiaTe been scarcely perceptible. 

13th. I have now to describe, not that of which I have 
been informed by others, but that which I have myself 
actually seen, felt, and heard. 

Upon our arrival in this viHage, it was to us a matter 
of no great concern that there was not a house in a state 
to receive us ; we were accustomed to, and preferred, the 
open air to the best mansion in South America. In the 
evening, however, the sky became overcast and heavy 
rain followed, which compelled us to take refiige in a 
house in so ([Mattered a state as to have been abandoned 
by ite owners. Here, after examining the fissures in the 
leaning walls and the state of the loosened b^ams, and 
haling conversed upon the imprudence of risking the 
lives ot the first embassy of the Potosi, La Paz, and Pe- 
ruvian Mining Association, we at length decided upon 
spreading our beds, as no better asylum could be obtained. 

The death-like silence which usually followed the lay- 
ing our heads on our pillows was this night suspe&ded 
for a considerable time, in consequence of various obser- 
viitions which our recumbent position enabled us to make 
on the beams and rafters above, eadi of which, like the 
sword of the tyrant, seemed l-eady at a touch to fall up- 
on the wretch beneath. Some general remarks, too, upon 
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tiM MltkfOBlM. of llUoh W« llMl JQit MM te 

eibol% oocopM the gnater pKt flf an hoar bdbre 

Tbft amnhrr^ Mint liov cf BiidBwIrti wImb U nay bo 
nid ** creatiaii ■leqit,'* has a ■nhmnity in ite Tapoae^ 
irtuefat when wmidaafy dklvked hf tmj alamiiaf oeenr- 
TCBO0| cpflntos TOflffi the uMciBetuMi is % iimniwr ^pvev 
dUbrant froia a nmiltf oeeiuranee in mid-day. Ikiifest 
■Itfaongh distanl, ie ■oppooed to be «t hand, or if really 
neaf , it ie eonaideiaUy maffsified in the davkoBea ef tbe 
night, whan fear and cwnfiwioa hnqir noboonda. 

Tliis remark ie not fiireign to my aolject. It waa e 
few minntea befere nudnigfat, when all waa calm wilhoat 
and ailent within, that « moat extraordinary faoOow raaa- 
Uing aoond diatorbed ua aU, and iounediately we iUt 
ooreelfeB ahaken by e atrcng tremukma motieo, which, 
with the noiae, may be likened to that «if a wooden bridge 
when a heavy vehicle movea qnickly over it. Thia lasted 
between fifteen and twen^ aeconds, incieaaing in loud- 
neaa aa it approached, then niehed beneath ns with a 
Bound truly twrific, reaemUing, in aome degiee, a aod^ 

den gnat of wind throogh a ferest ; and waa acGonqianied 
with a motion of the earth ao violent aa to make the tiiea 
on the roof of our house rattle as if in a storm. This 
great oonduding aho<^ lasted but a few aeeoodB : time 
fully sufficient for all of us to spring from oar beds and 
fly through docnr or through vnndow, without otiber 
thought than that oi saving oursdves from being buried 
beneath the tottering walls that seemed to threaten in- 
stant destruction. 

Our alarm, whidi 'earned us &r beyond fte piecinetK 
of danger in oor flight from the house, happened tn ^ 
uuatteided witii any important consequences; for, al» 
though the 8hDd( was the most vitdent thi^ had oe o n r ra d 
since the original grand one, yet the state ui the viBagn 
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w«8 such OM flcaroely to admit ci any &rthw damage : 
bat, had it occasioned mischief in the extreme, fear 
oouM not have been increased or ha?e occaaioned more tcu 
mult than oeenrred. As socm as we got out of the house, . 
we heard voices in every tone and in every direction, 
calUng out^*'7€m62or/ Temblor! Temblor P* for the 
people, who had had such recent experience in earth* 
quakes, left their beds on the first warning sound, and 
fled in every direction, without knowing to what pur- 
pose. 

When the general constematicHi had in some degree 
subsided, it was curious to see and' to hear what was 
passing. Some were upon their knees in the attitude of 
ardent supplication, praying aloud for mercy; others 
'were to be seen running — ^&thers and mothem with their 
children in their arms — until loss of breath compelled 
them to stop, or reason whispered that danger had pass- 
ed. One of my companions made as dexterous a leap 
through a window as ever was performed by Harlequin, 
'and had the good fortune to land on a heap of mud, into 
Tdiich he plunged, and there lay softly imbedded until 
relief arrived^ The nearly complete state of nudity of 
most persons, and the complete state of others, men, 
women, and children, who were now to be seen stalking 
through the street, or in the adjoining fields, formed a 
scene, which, aa any other occasion, would have been 
truly ridiculous ; but, setting apart the solemnity of the 
event, the rain which poured was of itself a damper to 
all pleasantry. 

After my share of drenching and alarm, I wrapped 
myself in my cloak and poncho, and took shelter under 
the projecting eaves of a house, against the wall of 
which I dosed till daylight, fi)r none of us had courage 
to return to our beds in the crazy habitation whidi we 
had just left. 
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mw JUBeu H y of i wnoc urin y the awhir of horwi we 
requisad compelled w to fvoaim tbiwr diy in Txwaem^ 
idddi Idid not regret; lor I Mt that loouM never faevr 
q/HBm^ of the eartfaqiukee end their eflbela. fttmAi«y 
beinf the grand medhuf Ibr goseip, I went with a 
pocket full of cigars to Tint different fiuniliea; eaeh c^ar 
purehaaed finr me a wry inteeeating acooant> and tfaa 
dilibrent manner in which each person told hia own 
atorj added novelty to the recitaL 

After dinner, we pasaed an hour or two endeavouring' 
to catch hmnming-birda» of which there wese great 
numbers, fluttering like bqftterfliea round the riiraba and 
buflhea in the ndghbouriioed of the village ; but, aa oar 
wirii waa to take <me alive, none of us Having the heart 
to kill them, our attompta were fruitlem. 



CHAPTER XL 

« 

Aa iafaDt frla^->Ap|wamloe given to the atmoipbtfe by leeoita 
•'Hot Hpringf of Bosario— Reception at tha bouse of a princate 
gentleman — Ceremonious habit of compliment derived from the 
Spaniardg— Loae of property by the reyolation. 

February 13th. The villagers, who had been psevail* 
ed on to direct their thoughts frcnn the domestic calami^ 
ties that surrounded them, clubbed together about twen- 
ty-five horses, which enabled us to leave Trancas at an 
early hour on this day. Five or six miles from the v3- 
hkge we forded tiie rapid river Tala, where it is requimto 
to fin the water-bottles, as no water can convenientiy bo- 
obtained for several leagrues onwards. 

This day's journey, which was twrive leagues, ex- 
hibited, I think, finer scenery than any oUmr rince wa 
left BnenoB Ayres. Wooded hills, fertile phUnsv high 
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miHintainH, daqp gleoM, and thick feretta, ihewed AheA- 
mHYOBsHtemaJbdif in their gmjest tad gnndest featoies, 
-enliveaed by herds of cattle and troepa of £ne wild 
mules: the latter were oocasioDally to be seen in &U 
9peed across the plain, otheis drawn np in dose column, 
bddly fronting' ns, with creels ereotyears pointed, and 
snortiiigas if challeqging oiir ^party, until the idioats of 
i»ur peones would put them. to the xout- Ostriches were 
also, sometimes, to be seen Amongst partridges, phea- 
sants, snipes, wild duclsB, paxrots, and many strange 
birds, all of which contribuied to the enjoyment of our 
journey, as we drove over iiiU and dale at a gaDop. The 
(jiafy embellishmeait that seemed requisite to eomplete 
the landscape, was the industry of man, and man him- 
self: his presence is materiaOy wanted in this country 
to give fiill' e^ct to the charms which Nature has 
laTished with so bountiful a hand, often to no other ap- 
parent end than to form a splendid view for the momen- 
tary gratification of a few casual travellers like our- 
selves, who at the same time cannot but regret that all 
ibis ground^work of mtrinsic wealth should remain un- 
^oyed and almost unknown. 

. About ten leagues from Trancaa, where we stopped to 
change horses, we found the few houses that lately com- 
posed the hamlet, in ruins, from the effect of the earth- 
i}uake. A woman of the i^ace was busily employed in 
making a Franciacan fi:iar*s dress for her son, two years 
old; he had been unwell, and during his illness, the mo^ 
4her vowed to Saint Francis, that if he would have the - 
goodness to restore her son to health, she would make 
him a friar of his order.' Saint Francis obligingly in- ■ 
terfered, and the child of course recovered. He^fias now 
his head shaved in the shape of the tonsure, and is only 
waiting for his frock, cowl, and sandals, to fulfil his mo- 
4h0r'8 vow. In Spain and Portugal, I have seen children 
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of afl a|fM dresfled aa nans, monks, or fiiars, in conse- 
quence of TOWS of this kind. Their appearance to 
strangers is tmly ridiculoos, but I doubt if eyen their 
patron saints could view a number of nuns and iriars, 
from five to ten years of age, playing at leap-firog or 
other gambols, without being very much afaiused. 

We took up our abode for the night at the house of a 
private gentleman with whom General Paroissien was 
acquainted. It was situated at the skirt of a forest 
through which we had passed, and although a very re- 
spectable habitation for thi$ country, it conveyed no idea 
to an Eurc^an of the owner's being a wealthy man 
and sole proprietor of the land for many leagues round. 

14th. A delightful morning: we rose with the^snn, 
and continued our journey to the village of Rosario. 
Here alA> were to be seen fallen walls, unroofed houses, 
and many sad countenances, from the effects of the 
earthquake. 

Having heard of the salubrious qualities <^ a hot 
spr|ng in this neighbourhood, we mounted our horses 
and prooeeded to visit it. Af\er riding about two 
leagues through a thickly wooded country, amused at 
every step by the appearance of insects, birds, animals, 
and plants, all new to us, we arrived at the foot of a 
mountain which was als9 thickly covered with tre^ 
from its base to its summit : this we ascended by a nar> 
row path that wound up its -steep side, and occasionally 
along the edge of a deep glen, which led us to an open 
space, surrounded by large rocks and high trees, form- 
ing a sort of spacious grotto, through which descended, in 
a considerable stream, the waters that we came to see. 
As we approached their source, the steam arising from 
them and a sulphureous smell were sensibly perceived. 
Several males and females indiscriminately were to be 
seen bathing in holes which they had dug for the pur- 
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poie in the bed of the stream. On arriving at this 
spot, I was at first surprised at finding neither bath^ 
nor hoase, not hat, nor accommodation of any sort for 
bathers, who sometimes come from distances of many 
hundred miles for the benefit of these waters, which 
ha?e been found extremely efficacious in rheumatic 
complaints, as also in strains, btuises, and cutaneous 
diseases. A moment*s reflection, however, banished all 
surprise on the subject, and caused me to place the ne> 
gleet to the account of the provoking supineness of the 
inhabitant!^ of this country, and to the utter disregard 
of improvement that has so fong prevailed among them. 
But this must be added to that voluminous catalogue of 
injuries and neglects which exists, and must long exist, 
in South America, to record three centuries of Spanish 
misrule ; for, amongst other grievances under the go- 
vernment of that nation, any attempt on the part of 
the inhabitants to better their condition was made an 
excuse for additional taxation and persecution, and of- 
ten led to final destruction: The fact is notorious, that 
many improvements were stopped by the Spanish au- 
thorities, and their promoters severely punished : the 
machinery of incipient manufactories has been seized 
and destroyed ; the vines of newly-planted vineyards 
have been rooted up and burnt, lest their produce 
should tend to diminish the exports from the mother 
country, on whichgenormous duties were levied. Im- 
provement was not only viewed with jealousy, but ac- 
tually opposed, updcr the bigoted apprehension that it 
might lead to an enlargement of ideas, and become an 
opening of knowledge, through which the people might 
ultimately discover the wrongs which they endured, 
fiarbarous ignorance and blind superstition were tram- 
mels out of which this unfortunate people were not 
vox. I. 13 
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permitted to emerge, ap to the Tery lut hour of Spaa- 
iah dominion. 

The hot spring ie ntoated in the midst of abeantifbUy 
romantic ooontrj, the soil w> fertile ae to be capable of 
prodnctng with common indosCry, any thing and every 
thing requinte not only fer existence bat for the lozo- 
rione enjoyment of it ; the climate heilhhy and delight- 
fill, and the severities of winter altogether unknown. 

The chief towns of Tucoman and Salta, the one 
south, the other north, are each about forty leagaes die* 
tant from this spring; the neighbourhood^ generally 
speaking, is tolerably well inhabited, and its proximity 
to the Ugh road from Buenos Ayres, Cordova, 4m. to 
Peru, makes it convenient for the visits of travellers. 
These advantages, when sloth and indolence give way to 
industry and enterj^ise, .cannot pass unnoticed, for i( is 
not likely that a place, where a fountain of health may 
be said to exist, -wiJl continue in neglect Unfortunately 
for man, there would be no lack of visiters on' the score 
of infirmity to contribute towards the support of an ex- 
tensive establishment ; thousands would gladly go any 
distance to a place where they might hope to exchange 
wealth for health, whilst the attractions which such a 
place, under proper management, usually presents to cu- 
riosity and amusement, would in all probability soon 
render the baths of Rosario as renowned as the most 
fashionable in Europe. 
Afler scrambling up a steep rock to the source of a 
^ waterfall flowing from a height of about fifteen or twenty 
feet, we dipped a thermometer into tBe stream, whidi 
was so hot that it caused the mercury to expand 
suddenly and with so much force as to burst the tube, 
but the instrument was only graduated to 112 degrees; 
we were therefore disappointed in ascertaining the tem- 
perature, but this circumstance will convey a tolerably 
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&ir idea of the heat of the water. At this epot we 
foond it too hot to bathe in, and fi>r that purpose jvere 
oblig^ to move fiirther down the stream, which gfra* 
daally cools as it flows from the head of the spring*. We 
were informed by the natives that, at a short distance 
up the mountain, there was a well, in which eggs and 
Indian com were frequently boiled sufficiently for use. 
Circumstances prevented us from seeing this well, but 
fiom what we did see and feel we readily believe its ex- 
istence. I must not forget to mention that, within five 
or six yards of the hot stream, there flowed another 
nearly parallel to it, perfectly cool and transparent We 
saw here a-very curious tree named boraeho, the drunk- 
ard, from the circumstance of the trunk's swelling- out 
ahruptly into that form which is sometimes called * pot 
bellied,* and this is thickly covered with thorns like 
tigers* claws. We also saw a very beautiful flower, 
named tripos defrayle^ friar*s tripes, which s<miewhat 
resembles the honeysuckle. We returned to the village 
through as wild though luxuriant a landscape as 
Nature ever designed, the charms of which were 
heightened b^ all the softness and repose of a summer's 
evening. 

15th. We made but a short day's- journey, owing to 
heavy jrain, which fell in the night and continued the 
whole of this day. It so much swelled the river Rosario, 
that we were detained a considerable time upon its steep 
banks, clearing and levelling a road fi>r the carriages to 
pass. We then drove through an immense forest, the 
noMe mountains which continue from Tucuman to Salta, 
a distance of eighty^seven leagues, occasionally appear- 
ing in great magnificence upon our left. 
. Just as night commenced, we reached the house oi a 
private gentleman, Don Jos^ Torres, who was sitting 
with his wife and seven children under a shed, or a sort 
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of verandah, in front of his house. We requested per- 
mission to remain for the night, which was granted witli 
a readiness and frankness that proved we were heartily 
welcome, *and snch as travellers usually meet with 
throughout the whole of South America. 

I shall ask here, enpaasanl, without meaning un- 
gratefully to detract from the merits of the case, if this 
cpen^houae-keeping proceeds from a true spirit of hospi- 
tality, or if it be the consequence of mere custom, 
which, from the want of public acocxnmodatton, every 
man who owns a houise complies with, because, whraiever 
he s^s from home he must avail himself in turn of the 
house of another 7 

Proprietors gf houses in EUigland, judging from their 
own cases, may imagine, that peeping '^open house** 
for travellers is attended with very great trouble and ex- 
pense. According to the customs of England it cer- 
tainly would be BO, but in South America it is neith^ 
troublesome nor expensive. Here is no calling for 
chan^bermaids to prepare a room, no disturbing the 
housekeeper from her tea to air a pair of. sheets, no de- 
mand upon the butler for a bottle of wine, nor upon the 
cook for any extra exercise of his art, nor upon coach« 
man or grooms to take care of carriages and horses. 
The traveller alights at the door of a house, which he 
enters, and accosts those he may chance to see, saying, 
" Grod keep ye, gentlemen !** to which a similar reply is 
given. The traveller then says, ** With your permis- 
sion, senores, I shall stop here for the night" ** With 
the greatest pleasure," is the reply. Here ends, nine 
times out of ten, the whole of the trouble or interfe- 
rence between the parties. The traveller points to a 
spot, either inside or outside the house, according to the 
state of the weather, where he wishes his muchticko 
(servant) to spread his saddle-cloths; these being three 
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or fimr fold, are miffieieiitly large to lie upon, and, with 
his laddle under his head and poncho w cloak over him, 
oomidete the bed. 

Some few, who like their lazuriee, carry a amall mat- 
tress and sometimes even a portable bedstead, bat no- 
thing of the kind is given or expected either at a public 
or private house, for the very best reason — becanse they 
have nothing of the kind to give. The traveller also 
carries with him his alforja$^ a species of hayersack 
with provisions; bat if he happens to arrive at the 
fiunily meantime, he is invited to partake, which invita* 
tion is usually declined, because it is uiualiy omipii' 
mentary and nothing more. 

In South America, as in Spain, ceremonious compli- 
ments are too frequently indulged in ; ofiers and pro^ 
mises of every things without meaning or intending any 
tkif^, are of daily occurrence ; but this general rule has 
of course its exceptions, &r it would be strange to say, 
that there .are not as truly generous minds in South 
America and in Spain as any other part of the world ; 
yet even the very best are addicted to empty compli- 
ments altogeth^ unknown amon^Englishmen. ^onld 
you, fi>r instance, chance to admire a valuable necklace, a 
watch, a ring, or a handsome horse, the owner, although 
unacquainted with you, immediately makes an obeisance, 
and says, ** It is at your service,** but never eiqiects you 
to accept the proffered gifl. 

Promises are made most liberally by the South Ame- 
ricans, but the perfi>rmlmce of them is not so common. 
Ask, or casually express a wish, for any thing that may 
be distant or difficult to be obtained, and some person 
present will be sure to say, ** Puede haver,'** ** It may 
be had ;»' or, ** Si, porque non .^" " Yes,— why not ?** or, 
** Veremos,'* •* We shaU see;** or, ''Pierde V, cuidado** 
'* You may rely upon it;** although, at the same time, 
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thore is neither any intention nor perhapB any poeaibi- 
Uty of fulfiUin|[^ the promifle. A candid denial or 
refuaal ia considered a breach of civility, and th^ 
oannot find in their h^urts to deprive yon of the mo- 
mentary hope which their comfdiment may perh^» hdd 
out 

Qnalities sach as these, which the French call mma" 
biiit^ de mctun^ may torn to good accomit in the pro- 
gress of eductttion and improvement of society ; for it 
most be admitted, that a general tfiUhtopleau is a sore 
indication of a benevolent mind, and what more genial soil 
than benevolence for the cultivation of every good prin. 
ciple? 

Within very little more than half an hour alter oar 
arrival at the house of Don Joe^ Torres, our peones had 
killed, roasted, and devoured three full-grown goat& 
Our own supper consisted of a kid, two fowls, good 
bread, and bad cheese, served up in- large silver dishes, 
with forks, spoons, drlnking^ups, and candlesticks of 
the same metal, aH of the rudest workmanship, but ex« 
tremely massive. Indeed, their weight was what led 
me to discover their value, for their dingy colour at first 
' caused them to pass for tarnished pewter. 

Don Jos^ is a gentleman of large landed property, 
and of the first respectability in the province, but has 
nothing in his dress or appearance indicative of it, still 
less in his habitation and fiunily. His wifo had neat 
■hoes and white stockings on pretty feet, and was fair 
and cleanly in her person ; but as for any other distin. 
guishing quality about her, there was ncme. IHrty, half 
naked children, and dirtier slaves, male and female, 
were all of one party : there was nothing by which a 
stranger, unaccustomed to' the manners of the country, 
could distinguish rank, or birth, or education. 
General Paroissien, who becomes passionately fond 
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of other people's children^ after coTering a boy of four 
years old with kisses, and sharing^ with it alternately a 
moathfnl from his spoon or his fork, called for some water 
to wash, which wan ^landed to him by a negcess in a deep 
nlrer basin, and with this he washed the child's face, 
and certainly improved it very mach, even in the opi- 
nion of the mother ; who said, that **■ for some days past 
the weather had been too cold and damp for using water 
with any degree of comfort, and that, for her part, she 
never had courage to wash herself on a odd day." 
This is neither tale nor exaggeration, but the plain trans* 
lalion of her speech, which naay be conmdered as con- 
▼e3ring the sentiments of a very great put of the popu- 
lation of South America, so &r as I have observed.. A 
morning visit to a family is generally very repugnant to 
the feelings of an Englishman, for he seldom sees that 
neatness and delicacy to which he has been accustomed 
at home, and a want of which would there be deemed 
more than unpardonable. There are, however, many 
exceptions to be made in this particular, in the society 
of Buenos Ayres, Cordova, &c. ; and in the full^^ress of 
evening, the South American ladies equal those of any 
other country in the neat and tasteful embeUishment of 
their persons. 

Don Jos^ Torres at one period possessed upwards of 
three thousand head of homed cattle, out of which wHy 
eight eouft now remain ; of all the rest he was despoiled 
in the course of the late revolutionary wars. Those who 
grumble to pay war taxes and consider them a hardship, 
would do well to reflect upon the greater hardships that 
are averted by paying to keep the field of battle out of 
one*s own country ; for wherever the seat of war is, the 
armies of friend and foe occasion nearly equal desohu 
tion. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

HotpitalUy to ■tnngen— Tigeri— Rio de lu Piedrat— DiiBcultiet 
of the roada— ArmadiOoft— Rapidi^ of the river Pa«afe— 
Doubt! entertained on tlie eztraoidinary relations of traTeHeia— 
Romantic situation of the village of Coboa— Adventure onbone- 
back— Arrival at Balta. 

February 16th. On takings leave of Don Joa^ we 
had ifreat difficulty to prevail upon him to accept pay- 
ment for the three goats which regaled our peoneiy and 
he would not hear of any thing of the kind for ourselves ; 
a sufficient proof that generosity and hospitality are here 
to be met with by the stranger without expectation of 
reward. 

We took away with us the head of a monstrous tiger, 
which had been killed upon an excursion into the woods 
a few days before our arrival ; its size was the astooush- 
ment of all the neighbours. Tigers abound in the forests 
hereabouts, and commit great depredations among 
cattle. M. Humboldt says that Buffon entirely mistook 
the jaguar, or tiger of South America,, which is a mudi 
more formidable animal than is generally supposed, 
merely from the circumstance of its attacking men less 
frequently than in India; which may, perhaps, be ac- 
counted for by its having a greater abundance of caitU 
to prey upon in South America. In h^s voyage up the 
great river Apure, M. Humboldt mentions having, met 
with one larger than any East Indian tiger he had ever' 
seen in the menageries of Europe. 

Thia day we proceeded only two or three miles, to the 
house of Don Antonio Seranas, brother-in-law to Don 
Jos^, with whom we contracted for fresh horses to take 
us on to Salta, forty leagues distant. We agreed ibr 
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sixteen horses, fire^ for our galera, five fot each of our 
carts, and one for the capataz, at the rate of two rials 
each per league. Peones were despatched to a distant 
poirtrOy a spacious inclosure where horses are kept, hut 
principal! j used for brood mares and young horsei^ as the 
word im'pHes. In the evening they returned, driving at 
a fiill gallop l^fbre them between sixty and seventy 
horses, almost all of which were white or grey. The 
required number were immediately caught with the lasso 
and yoked, the others driven on to take their turn at fit 
stages. 

In the evening we left Conchas, which is the name of 
this place, and travelled five leagues over an infiunous 
road, but amidst most magnificent scenery, to the ny€t 
de lot PiedraSy a very appropriate name, as it flows over 
a bottom covered with large loose stoqes, &at are rolled 
with such violence in the seaso^ of the torrents as to 
prevent the passage. After crossing this river, we took 
up our abode for the night at two or three houses on its 
banks. In one of them, which was not in any respect 
superior to a common Irish cabin, and which, with all 
its furniture, I should have thought a dear purchase for 
twenty dollars, I was interestingly surprised at disdover- 
ing a utensil of a very humble description, but of noble 
capacity, made of pure silver. I Jiad frequently heard 
that in the principal houses of South America these ar- 
ticles of common use were all made of the virgin metal, 
but this was the first I had seen ; and I must confess that 
I viewed it as a curiosity in a mansion of such apparent 
poverty, and where the meanness of the surrounding 
furniture so ill accorded with the intrinsic worth and 
dignity of this useful vase. 

17th. Showers of rain and thick mists have latterly 
prevented our enjoyment of mountain scenery of the 
grandest kind. Those boundless plains, over which the 
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eye could range without a single tree, or busby or mount, 
to arrest the view, we have long since left far behin4« 
and with them good and easy roads. We^e now fre- 
quently compelled to wor^, all hands, with picks, and 
spades, and shovels, to render particular spots passable 
for the carriages. At other times, eight and ten horses 
are yoked to drag one of them up a bank, and some- 
times more to draw them through a river or moun- 
Itain stream, which the rains are now every where swell- 
ing. 

Armadillos are found in plenty in these parts ; when 
roasted in their coats of mail they are considered a deli- 
cacy : two which we took were thus served up under a , 
iig-tree, where we stopped for an hour to breakfiniy 
their appearance was by no means amiable, and I felt 
no disposition to try the strength of my stomach for tiie 
purpose of gratifying the curiosity of my palate. 

In the evening we halted on the banks of the rapid 
river Passage, intending to cross it, but our baggage 
carts, haviiig been overturned several times, had not 
come up, which compelled us to bivouac for the night 
under a high mount upon the edge of the river. Each 
chose his berth, and just as I had laid myself down in 
my poncho, under an acacia, I was startled from my 
position by a large s^^e twisting its way into the leaves 
and grass that grew round the spot which I had select* 
ed. The instant it discovered me, it darted away as fast 
as I did myself, and glided into a hole at the foot of a 
neighbouring tree. I afterwards sought an asylum in 
the noA:^, a bullock^s hide suspended voider the galera, 
forming a sort of boot or bag for canying various articles, 
and in this I slept undisturbed till daylight 

18th. Our baggage carts having joined us in the 
oourse of the night, we proceeded at an early hour to 
cross the Passage, whieh we had the good fortune to 
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find ID a faTourable state. Thia is the most rapid and 
most dangeroBS river ia the road from Buenoi Ajres to 
Pern, and has swept away many travellers, with their 
horseSfCarriages, and mules, who have not had patience 
to remain upon its barren banks until the mountain 
torrents, which rush into it from aU parts, had sub- 
sided ; a patieilce which, in the rainy season, (the pre- 
sent period,) it is frequently necessary to exercise for 
many days, and sometimes for many weeks. Although 
we found it comparatively tranquil, we were obliged to 
cross the current in an oblique direction, for its force 
-w^as sufficient to carry away any thing that opposed it 
broadside^n. Carlo, for instance, was hurried away at 
the rate of at least five miles an bour,far out of our sight, 
before he reached the opposite bank. From this river 
it is necessary to take a supply of water, as not a drop 
is to be had for the next seven leagues : the sandy soil 
absorbs the rain, and neither lake nor river exists upon 
the way. 

We breakfasted at a hut, where we obtained, with 
plenty of all that we desired, some very fine fresh figs ; 
we then continued our journey through a tolerably 
woody country, but over an intdtrably bad road, which 
kept us in the constant exercise of pioneers. 

Towards evening we saw at a distance before us a 
▼ery unusual appearance over the face of the country ; 
instead of the green colour of the grass and of the fo- 
liage of the trees, to which we had been accjistomed in 
all its shades and tints, we observed one unvaried mass 
of reddish brown, which some of us imagined to be 
heath that the sun was shining upon ; but all surmises 
were far from the truth. As we advanced, we fbnnd 
the country in possession of a host which the united 
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flinniM of the world would have no power to oTerooae 
-— « host, sach as in Egypt's evil day 



" ' o'er the realm of impioas Pharaoh hung 

Like Bight, and daifcenM all t&e land of Nile." 

It is requisite to see in order to beUeve the multitudes 
in which locusts swarm. These literally covered the 
earth, the shrubs, and the trees, as far as we could aee 
around us ; the branches bent under their numbers, as 
may be seen in heavy falls of snow, or when trees ^re 
overladen with firuit. At the time we arrived within 
their out-poets, tor like ants and bees they have, peculiar 
laws and regulations, and like them, seem to 

" Expatiate and confer on atate aflfairs,** 

we wer^ looking out for a convenient place to bivouac 
for the night, there being no village or habitation with- 
in many leagues ; but to stop in the midst of this mov- 
ing world, without being molested, was impoMible : not 
that any actual injury was to be apprehended, for they 
neither sting nor bite. 'If it were their nature to at- 
tack, as flies and gnats do, our whole party, with all our 
horses, would not have afforded even a tatte to the 
smallest division of their army; and it was rather^ a 
pleasing consolation to reflect, whilst they skipped in 
millions round us, and darted against us, as we drove 
through them and over them, that their habits and cus- 
toms did not induce them to make personal war against 
man, although they devour every fruit and vegetable, 
with the exception of the melon, which, I have been 
informed, they seldom touch. 

We passed through the centre of the space they oc- 
cupied, which, at a regular rate of travelling, took us a 
full hour to traverse; we then arrived in the district 
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which they had first vimted, where every ahr«b was de- 
stroyed, every tree leafless, and their branohes com- 
pletely barked. The scene was one of wintry desola- 
tion, fiMrming a curious contrast with the season and 
with the verdure of the adjoining* country, and impos- 
sible even fi>r a passing traveller to look upon without 
•msatitms of painful amaiement. It was night before 
we were perfectly clear of these destructive cieaUures, 
which we supposed to be the same that we had seen in 
their flight on the 13th instant, as they steered in this 
idirectkm. Those^wbich we caught measured from two 
«Dd a half to three inches in length; some, I am told, 
are to be met with four inches long. In their hind legs 
they have great stiength, and can push themselvesout 
of your grai^ if not held with some degree of force. 
Their colour Is generally of a reddish brown ; but there 
are different varieties, and some very beautiful. 

When the relations of travellers happen to be givm 
on any extraordinary subject, they are usually received 
with a degree of doubt that has become proverbial, 
more parUccdarly by those persons who have themselves 
never travelled. They cannot patiently admit what 
happens greatly to surpass their limited experience, 
and although we have daily instances of the corrobora- 
tion and establishment of ftots, that, when first men- 
tioned, have been deemed impossible, stUl, the ineradu- 
Itty is revin^sd on the next extraordinary relation given 
by any future traveller. To many persons, my account 
of locusts — their numbers obscuring the sim, their co- 
vering the fikce of the earth for mUes in extent, and their 
rsvages over a whole eountry, may perhaps appear <me 
of those exaggerations moderately termed ** a traveller's 
license ;'* and yet, how fiir short does my acount foil in 
wenf respect of that given on the same subject in the 
▼OL. I. 13 
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tnily interesting work of a dietingnidbed modem travel- 
ler in another quarter of the gkhe^^-**' Of the innume- 
rable multitudes of the incomplete insect, pr lanre, <^ 
the locusts that at this time infested this part of Afirica, 
no adequate idea could possibly be conceiTed without 
having witnessed them. For the-space of ten miles on 
each side of the Sea^4X)w riyer, and eighty or ninety 
miles in length, an area of nxteen or eighteen hundred 
$quare mt2ef,the whole surface might literally be said to 
be coTered with them. The water of the river was 
fcaroely visible on aooocmt of the dead carcasses that 
floated on the sur&ce, drowned in the attempt to come 
at the reeds which grew in the water. They had de- 
voured every green herb and every blade of grass. 

^ Their last exit from the colony was singular. All 
the full grown insects were driven into the sea by a tern- 
pestuous north-west wind, and were afterwards cast 
upon the beach, where it is said they formed a bank of 
three or four feet high, that extended from the mouth of 
the Bosjesmans* river to that of the Beeka, a distance of 
,near fifty English miles. The larvie, at the same time, 
were emigrating to the northward ; the column passed 
the houses of two of our party, who asserted, that it 
continued without any interruption for more than a 
month:*'* 

When it became quite dark, we stopped in the middle 
of the road, and spread our beds round the galera ; but 
we were roused in the course of the night from this 
lodging i la belle ^toile, by a smart shower of rain, 
which started us all up en chemite, and compelled us to 
roll up our beds, and for the first time since we left Bu- 
enos Ayres to pitch our tent, under which we lay till 
daybreak, when we pursued our journey. 

* Barrow's Traveli in SoatlMni Africa, vol. i. cbap. iv 
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19th. We this day met Greneral Alvear and hia suite 
retaming firomPeru, where he had been on a mission to 
BoUvar firom the government of Buenos Ayres; this be- 
ing only the fourth time we had met with travellers in a 
distance exceeding twelve hundred miles; a strong 
proof of the scantiness of population and of the solitude 
which reigns throughout this vast continent 

About noon we arrived at the village of Cobos, where 
we remained for the day. If art and industry were em- 
ployed to improve all that nature has performed for this 
plape, it might be made a delightful abode for the lover 
of rural beauties. Richly wooded hills, majestic moun- 
tainSf fertile plains, and limpid streams, display their 
charms throughout an almost eternal summer, to the in- 
dolent inhabitants of a few unseemly huts, within thirty 
miles of -the capital of the province. 

It is impossible to witness, with any degree of pa- 
tience, the indifference that has been shown throughout 
this country for the inestimable gifts with which Nature 
has so bountifully blessed it. The mind contemplates 
this apathy with a feeling even of pious indignation at 
so manifest a rejection of the favours of a beneficent 
Providence. Bat here again we must, I suppose, recur 
to the old, ** oft.repeated tale;" to the misrule of the late 
possessors of the country, whose government was all 
mystery, intolerance, and severity, impeding the de- 
velopment of knowledge and with it the exercise of 
every liberal and useful art. The rising generation most 
sensibly feel the neglect with which their country has 
been hitherto treated; they know that nature- .has en- 
dowed their soil with resources infinitely more condu< 
cive to happiness and greatness than all their mines of 
gold and silver. Of these resources, however, they 
have not in the present day the means of availing them- 
selves, but they willingly offer them to the skill, capital; 
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and industry of foreigners, who would be sure of a cor- 
dial reception amon^ them, and who would find no ob- 
stacle to their settling in Uie terms that would be re- 
quired for possession. 

30th. At daylight we were already on the road to 
Salta, nine lea^^ues distant from Cobos. After perform- 
ing seven of these over a wretched road, up hill and 
down hill, through a luxuriant country, we arrived at 
Lagunillas, a respectable farm-house, where we Inreakr 
fbsted, and had about two hours excellent duck and 
snipe shooting. With my last shot I accidently killed a 
small bird caHed a dominican, which, with the exception 
of its black bill, and black edges to the pinions, is of a 
snow-white pkuna^e. It seems to be as decided a lover 
of solitude as the robin, but much more apprehensive of 
man; for although we saw this bird frequently in the 
course of our journey from Buenos Ayres, and made 
many attempts to kill one, we could never before ap- 
proach within shot : it is always alone ; we never saw it 
in company with any other bird, not even with one of 
its own species. 

Before I leave Lagunillas, I shall mention a circnm- 
stance that rather surprised us aU. When we were 
setting out from the farm-house txy a distant lake to 
shoot, the son of the &rmer happened to be at the door 
on a good stout horse, whose broad back induced me to 
ask the rider for a seat behind him to the lake ; which 
was readily granted, with the observation that the horse 
was mujf soberbiOf (very proud.) However, my weight 
not being exorbitant, and having no intention of aSSead" 
ing the animal's pride, I handed up my gun, and then 
mounted behind the saddle, with a degree of a^pility too 
that rather pleased me, because my companions were 
looking on, and, as I thought, with some share of envy, 
for the sun was Tery powerful, and the lake at some db 
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tance. We moved on six yards, awkwardly enough, the 
hofse, by the moti<m of his tail and onoettled gait, ez< 
hibiting strong symptoms of displeasure. ** He is quiet, 
I hope ?" said I, in a tone not very expressive of confi- 
dence. *^Et mug softerMe,*' said my friend. Up and 
down went the horse. ** Gently V gently !*' said I. ^No^ 
puedo,** " I cannot,*' said my friend. Higher and lower 
went the horse. ■*Stop! stop!** said I. ''iVb puedo;' 
said my friend. ** I shall be ofr!**^said I. ** Senor mio / 
for Heaven*8 sake don*t squeeze me so ti^^t round the 
>wabt 1** said my friend. **• i shall be off, I shall certainly 
be off!** said J, in a tone louder than was requisite for 
hearing. ** I>on*t squeeze me so tight, $enor mio /** said 
my friend. **Hold on ! hold on!** cried- my companions. 
*^ E$ muy toberbio ?** said my friend. "Yes, very proud, 
indeed !** said I, and at the same instant a violent plunge 
and kick aiding my exertions, I sprang out of my seat 
with twice the agility, though not with half the plea- 
sure, with which I sprang into itj 

Scenes of this kind, it is well known, afford much 
more entertainment to the spectators than to the per- 
formers ; I shall therefore say nothing upon that part of 
the subject, but oome to the point which has been my 
only object in mentioning this circumstance, namely, 
the age of the horse. '* Pray,** said General Paroissien, 
^* how old IS that proud-spirited beast of yours ?** ** I 
have always understood,** reined the young man, ** that 
he is the age of my fiither.** '* And more than that,** 
said one of the bystanders. " My fiither is past forty,** 
said the young man, who had himself been riding tlie 
animal fbr seventeen years. We were all astonished, for 
the horse was in ap]^arance, to use an appropriate 
^irase, ** as fresh as a four year old.** Hot stables, heavy 
clothing, excessive feeding, and violent physicking, are 
the causes, no doubt, why we so seldom hear of this age 

13* 
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in England, where a horee at Uttle more than nine or 
ten yeare old U considered as having ^ done his work,** 
tod generally iqpeaking is no longer in esteem. 

We set out fitim Lagunillas in the afternoon, and at 
six o'clock descended into an extensive {dain, where, af- 
ter being obliged to make a circuit to avoid the marriies 
abounding in it, we entered the city of Salta, and took - 
up our residence in a very decent house which had been 
previously engaged, with scanty fhmiture it is true, ait 
the moderate rent of four dollars a week. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Want of public acoommodation—ExpeiiMS of our Journey Arom 
Buenos Ayrei to Salta— Decree in fkvour of amigrattoii— Terer 
•ad agUe^Expenae of living at Salta. 

In order to adhere to my former scale, I shall now 
compare the city of Salta with the town of Dundaik ; 
although I must confess that, for the Grecian fronted 
jail of the latter I can find no parallel in the city of 
Salta; the mud-built cathedral, with three bells on the 
top of it, has the advantage in point of bulk, but that is 
all. The houses here, however, are more spacious, and 
present a more cheerful appearance than those of the 
capital town of Louth, even including the mansion of 
the noble family of Roden^ 

Salta is the grreat resting-place for all travellers 
whether g<Hng to or from Peru. In the former case, 
they must stop to dispose of their carriage (if that has 
been the mode of conveyance) and to provide them- 
selves with mules, for the road northward is no Icmger 
a carriage-way. If they cannot obtain an immediate 
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sale, they leave it in charge of an agent to dispoM o( 
and there is seldom mtich loea to be apprehended, for 
trarellera from Peru going to the aouthward, who, on 
the other hand, stop to dispose of their muloB, are al- 
vnjB glad to find the accommodation of a carriage, and 
in many instances dub together fi>r the pnrcfaase. But 
very considerable loss most occur in the sale of animals, 
because all kinds are very dear in Peru, and very cheap . 
throughout Salta and the lower provinces; although 
their present prices here, generally from fourteen to 
twenty doQais, are, I am informed, nearly doubled since 
the revclutioBary wars, which occasitmed unsparing 
havoc amongst every species of cattle. 

A European might reasonably suppose that this 
passing and repassing of travellers, though not so brisk 
as between Dover and London, would nevertheless have 
occasioned the establishment of an inn, or caravansary, 
or some such public convenience. There is, however, 
nothing of the kind, except the cheerless hut-like torn- 
boif which in /the days of the Incas were kept in repair 
and well provided, but now merely protect from the rays 
of the sun during excessive heat, and, it is well if they 
can do so much against the rain in its season. 

The earthquake of the 19th of January was strongly 
felt in Salta. Those who were at early mass were 
amazed at seeing the candlesticks and images suddenly 
&H &<jm the altar, and, thinking the devil was coming, 
t}ie whole congregation fled in confusion fi'om their de« 
votions, with a speed that would have made it difficult 
fur the fiend to ** catch the hindmost" 

On arriving here, we completed, according to the 
poets, four hundred and fourteen leagues of our journey, 
which, I am convinced, would measure thirteen hundred 
English miles; a long distance to travel without com- 
fort or convenience. We have, however, accomplished 
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it wUhoal ftceident of any kind, either personal or others 
wife ; and aa I have elaewhere remaxked, the interest we 
have taken in all we saw has precluded eren a thouglit 
on the iatignes and privattona which we have under- 
gone. 

Jja. order to gratify the curiosity of any one who may 
wish to know the expenses of such a journey, I insert 
them here. Our party consisted of five persons, with 
two servants, n^hose living is included in the account, as 
well as that of our nine peones, who, besides their diet, 
received wages, which varied according to the horse they 
rode — the man on the near side, next the wheels, having 
the highest vrages, as being the conductor, whose direc- 
tions the other postilions obey, and those at the pole end 
receiving the lowest wages, are supposed to have the 
least difficult office to perform. 

Total expenses from Buenos Ayres to Salta, } ^mmr 
414 leagues - ... - J vwao 

which, at four shillings per dollar, makes the sum of 
four hundred and nineteen pounds twelve shillings. At 
Salta, our living cost, on an average, three shillings per 
head daily. Bread and milk were very good ; meat in- 
different;* wine, which came from a distant part of 
Uie country, bad ; vegetables and fruit abundant, but 
nothing to boast of. 

The law may be considered sufficiently liberal for the 
government of a republic just starting into life, and it 
may be the means of inviting foreigners into the province 
of Salta ; but in this part of the country mines and 
mining are decidedly the least profitable speculation. 
Agriculture, or manufactures, are the objects to which 
the attention of emigrants to this country should be 
chiefly directed. Mining requires a larger capital, is 
much more precarious, more laborious, and more expen- 
sive, than tiie pursuit of agriculture, which, in this 
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favoured loi], hoids oQt to indiictry the moral certainty 
of reward. 

With res^ et to manufiicturee, I need not particnkriN 
any as being likely to sacceed where none have ever yet 
been tried ; bat in this, as in every other department of 
bosiness, the field for specnlation is boundless and invit- 
ing. The reason why no advantage has hitherto been 
taiun of it is obvious ; it proceeds from the same cause 
which has prevented the progress of oolonisatioa here 
frcnn being attended with the same benefits as it usually 
has been in other less fiivonred portions of the globe. 
This reason has already been explained in language as 
forcible as it is true, and there needs no apology for its 
repetition. ^ Wh^i Spain, in her inconsiderate rapacity, 
had seized on countries larger than all Europe, her ina- 
bility to fiU such vast regions with a number oi inhabi- 
tants sufficient for the cultivation of them was so obvtons, 
as to give a. torong direction to all the efforts of the 
eokmists. They did not form compact settlements, 
where, industry, circumscribed within proper limits, both 
in its views and operations, is conducted with that sober, 
persevering spirit, which gradually convert^ whatever is 
in its possessicm to a proper use, and derives thence the 
greatest advantage. Instead of this, the Spimiards, se- 
duced by the boundless prospect which opened to them, 
divided their possessions in America into governments 
of great extent ^ As their number was too small to at- 
tempt the regular culture of the. immense i»rovinces 
which they occupied rather than peopled, they bent 
their attention to a few objects that allured them witl^ 
hopes of sudden and exorbitant gain, and turned away 
with contempt firom the humbler paths of industry, 
which lead more slowly, but with greater certainly, to 
wealth and increase of national strmgth.*^* 

* Robertson's Hist. AoMtica. 
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I have heard it disputed whether this province or that 
of Tucoman is the more fertile or the more fiivoured by 
nature : to say that Salta exceeds Tucuman in fertility 
would be asserting too much. Doctor Redhead, an Engf- 
lish gentleman, who has been many years in South 
America, and has latterly resided i^ Salta, gives tiie pre^ 
fereuce to this province in point of climate ; he says that 
it is not subject to the excessive heats which are so op* 
pressive in Tucuman during the summer. 

7^6 city of Salta, however, from its exceedingly ill- 
chosen position^ being iu the midst of lens and swamps, 
is ki this season of the year sometimes liable to intermit* 
ting fevers and agues, called here chttehOf under which 
my companions are now suffering. Servants, and all, 
with the single exception of myself, are confined to their 
beds, some of them extremely ill and with high fever. 

Our chief commissioner in his letter of the 22d Feb- 
ruary, from which I have given extracts^ has mentioned 
that, ^ so destitute is the country here that I have been 
obliged to buy live oxen and prepare the jerked b(«f to 
support us over the mountains." I have never been 
able to comprehend this sentence, nor that'which follows, 
in which he states that *^ every thing is enormously high.'* 
Let us suppose, five foreigners arrived in Dundalk upon a 
jaunting-car, with a numerous suite, requiring imme* 
diately a large quantity ot hams for a journey over the 
Fewes mountains, and not able to procure them, though 
they find no difficulty in obtaining pigs ; would this be 
aproof of "destitution?" or would they be justified in 
saying-^'^so dutUute is the country here, that we have 
been obliged to buy live hogs and prepare the hams to 
support us over the mountains ?" . With respect to 
u every thing being enormatjuiLy high,^* in the estimation 
of Englishmen, at least, our expenses at Salta cannot be 
considered as a proof. I have remarked, that house-hire 
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-was Buteefi shillings a week, which oar chief coimnis^ 
sioBer has said is double what he formerly paid, and our 
living did not exceed daily the sum of fifteen shillings, 
'which was amply sufficient to supply our meals of break- 
&8t and dinner, not indeed with hizuries, but with what 
perfectly satisfied ourselves, five servants, and frequently 
a friend or two at dinner. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Departure from Salta — Pftasage of streams and tonrents— Arrival 
at Jujui — Wonderful scenery — ^Poison of vipers occasionally 
harmless — Sagacity of mules and horeies in passing dangerous 
jdacea^Desiriate post house— Arrival at Tupiza. 

February 28th. This day we received letters from , 
Qur secretary in London, dated October and November 
ultimo, by which we were informed that stores of every 
kind, and thirty-eight persons belonging to our establish- 
inent, had been embarked on board a ship called the 
Potosi, which was to sail without delay for the pott of 
Arica in Lower Peru. The secretary mentioned that* 
tlie outfit of the association would amount to forty thou- 
sand pounds sterling, a sum of money sufficient, if ju* 
dicio usly mana^^ed, for all the purposes of mining in 
South America upon the grandest scale ; but such aii 
establishment as ours. is unnecessarily large ; indeed, all 
our mining associations appear to have commenced by 
a similar imprudence, in assembling a company of offi- 
cers and servants, artificers and workmen, at an enormous 
expense, before either the nature or the extent of the 
work was in any degree ascertained. 

The port of Arica not belonging to the republic under 
winch we were about to establish ourselves, it became 
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importut, before the •rrival of our ship, to aaeerteiii to 
what dutiei our immense cargo might be Bubject in that 
port, and then o endeayoor to obtam its free admissioii 
into the territory of the republic of Bolivia, the name 
which Upper Peru, comprising Potosi, has lately assumed, 
in compliment to its liberator Bolivar. 

Machinery for working mines, quicksilver, and iron, 
had already been declared free of duty ; but a very great 
part of the lading of our ship being composed of other 
articles of necessity and convenience, supplied under the 
idea of at least three years* residence in the country, it 
became an object to save the excessive duties to which 
they were liable. If our speculation should prove sue- 
oessiul, the republic of Bolivia might expect to reap very 
considerable advantages, for, mining being its chief 
branch of revenue, and employing a great many hands, 
its operations are of national importance, and chum the 
fiivour and protccti<m of the state. These c<msideratioD8 
induced t>ur chief commissioner to give me instructioiiB 
to leave Salta for the purpose of negotiating the l>iiBi!i!eM 
with the Bolivian government, and my services being at 
his command, I obtained a passport, and prepared for « 
ride of about ^ve hundred EngUsh miles by poet to 
Potest 

March 5th. Heavy rains and sundry little eirenm- 

stanees prevented my departure until this day, when 

I left Salta at four o'clock in the afternoon, acctmipasied 

by «^o8^, a pe(me whom I hired for the journey,- and a 

postilion leading a mule with my ba^ga|[e, consbting of 

a portmanteau on one side, balanced by my bed on the 

-other, and between these my alforjcu (wallet), containing 

bread and eome salt beef Jos^ carried pendant behind 

his saddle a pair of chiJUa^ two bullock's horns filled 

with the brandy of the country. 

The evening was delightful, and the scenery incom- 

i 
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pardbly fine ; higli hills (mowntiinit they wouU be called 
at hmne) rote, on each aide, covered to their aommits 
with treea. «iid Inzoriant ▼erdiire» through which herds 
and flocks ranged at large. Qionlsf (country houses) 
were occasionally to be aeen romanticatty situated, re> 
quiring only a little industry and akiU to make them 
enviable abodes for those who enjoy the pleasures of a 
country life, for it seemed as if nature had waved her 
wand of spontaneous plenty over the whole delicious 

Our road Uy through a verdant valley, interseoled by 
a river of importance and sundry mountain streams, 
some of which were deep and v^ry r^id, though no di£> 
fieaky occurred in passing them. About sunset I was 
overtaken by a &rmer-like looking man, who was re- 
turning to his home from Salta, and who, after riding 
scMue part of the way with me, said, that if I would stop 
at his house, he would provide me with better lodging 
and better horses than I could procure at the post. Be- 
ing quite satisfied that no accommodation onild be in- 
ferior to that of the post, I accompanied him to his 
house, which was a very decent one, though naked with 
respect to fiimiture. It was situated in the midst of a 
large natural meadow, surrounded by peach trees, under 
which his swine were feeding upon the finiit that 
dropped fiom them. After spreading my bed under a 
shed in firont of the house, and regaling myself upon the 
contents of my alforja»j and a taste from my ehifie$y I 
passed the ni([^t among a plague of fleas, and Messed 
the dawning day that gave me the earliest opportunity 
to gallop firom them. 

6th. Fine (feasant weather ; the road still lay through 

a valley, but narrower than that of the preceding day ; 

the mountains were less wooded, and sometimes not 

more than a musket.8hot distant firom each side of me. 

vol* I. 14 
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We idlled t ynrj Uxge viper whioh crosied our patby 
end itood boldly on hs defence, hienng and dartrnffy &» 
the peon, poetiiion, and myseli^ assailed it with etones. 
After this event, three or feur lea^^oes of the way were 
beguiled by hietoriee of accidents and deaths, occasioned 
by bite» of thosB Tenomoas animali, several instances of 
which had oociined amongst the acgnaintsnce of my 
peon Joe6. 

On this day's joomey I forded not fewer than twmty^ 
different rivers and torrents, some of them ibrioaaly 
rapid, and carrying along with them large round stones, 
which cause the traveller to hesitate befere he exposes 
himself and his horse to their violence. On these occa- 
sions I always gave precedence to the peon and postil- 
ion, whose track I carejfully followed : custom, however, 
has rendered this species of travelling familiar to me. I 
can descend a steep bank into a rapid river, and scram- 
ble out with my horse to the opposite side, as composed- 
ly as if crossing Waterloo bridge ; but it is to be ob- 
served, that in such cases, much of one's security de- 
pends upon the animal, whom custom also has taught t9 
pick his steps with peculiar caution, and who must be 
left entirely to his own judgment 

It was nine o*clock at night, and extremely dark, be- 
fore we arrived at the town of Jujui, having groped our 
way for the last league amid thickets, over rocks, and 
through streams, often hesitating whether it would not 
be prudent to stop for the night under some tree, as the 
horses feU several times in places Where they could not 
see to make good their footing. My own inctinatians 
were decidedly for a halt, as I felt considerable uneasi-^ 
ness in my saddle seat, after forty miles jog trot ftom 
daylight till dark. My peon, however, encouraged me 
onwards, by assuring me every mile we went, that the 
(own was close at hand ; so I followed, and at last did 
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actoally arriTe at the house of Don Marooe Senavilla, a 
respectable merchant, according^ to the state of com- 
merce in this comitry, thong^h in Eng^land he would 
rank no higrher than a petty shopkeeper. 

I had a letter of introduction to Don Maroos, which, 
at the^late hour of the night, and in my absolutely worn 
out condition, proved of inestimable #Drth, as it obtained 
for me all the hos{^tality which the host was capable of 
bestowing, or that I expected, and that was merely a 
eomer in a dirty house to lodge in, and a mess of** lob- 
scouse,** or something or other, before I went to bed, for 
which I felt extremely grateful. In another comer of 
my apartment, slept the painma^ or duena^ or house- 
keeper, with two or three children in the same bed, who 
did not seem to be any more inconvenienced by my pre- 
sence, than I was by theirs. 

7th. This morning I had a trifling misunderstanding 
with the pcarona'on the subject of making tea, for I had 
provided myself with that refreshing herb, which I re- 
commend to every one travelling through a country des- 
titute of what in Europe are considered the common 
necessaries of life. From the portion I delivered to the 
fotrona to be boiled in an earthen pot, (there being 
nothing else more convenient) she carefully drained off 
the water, and derved up the leaves upon a plate, when 
she considered them sufficiently boiled, — a circumstance 
I recollect having occurred to a traveller at an aubirge^ 
in the south of France. 

The earthquake, of which I have said so much, I have 
traced to this town, where it was sensibly felt at the 
same time as with us, and I have ascertained that it ex- 
tended to a point beyond Jujui, which is a distance ex- 
ceeding five hundred and sixty miles from the villag^of 
Oratorio Grande, where we first felt it. • What a won- 
derful effort of nature to shake so great a portion of 
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earth it the •erne moment of thne ! And yet this ie but 
a moUhiUt coBpared with the eflfocta of the groat earth- 
quake of Lisbon, on the let of November, 1755, whiek 
was feh, nearly mt the iome tns/<mf , iqpon the eoast of 
Sweden, on the borders of Lake Ontario, and at the 
IsUnd of Martinique, a distance which can scarcely be 
calculated at less than 3,500 English miles, including a 
Tast extent of ocean of onfiiihomable depth ! 

I ordered post horses at an early hour, expecting to 
set out ifter breakfiut, but such is the eahn in every 
kind of business, in this country, induding even port 
hatUf that five o'clock in the afternoon passed away be- 
fore the postilion appeared with his animals at the door 
of my kind friend Don Marcos. TMs hardship I consi^ 
dered the greater^ because from Jttjui> as from all other 
towns of any consequence, traTellers are compelled to 
pay douUe postage, under the pretext that post masters 
in townf are liable to extra calls for horses, and the 
extra charge ^ to enable them to be in readinets to an- 
swer them* ^ I ' 

The evening was charming, and the scenery round 
Jujui wildly picturesque. The valley through which 
my Toad still lay » soon became deeper and narrower, and 
the mountains on each side more barren, but grander 
than heretofore. 

Nig^t haying overtaken me when four leagues upon 
my journey, I stopped at a lonely hut, a short distance 
from the road, to which I had been attracted by ** the 
trembHng ta^ier's Hght,*' but I cannot add that it ** adorn- 
ed and cheered my way :** still, the mere idea that hu- 
man beings were at hand, lerved to break the solitude of 
a night's lodging i la belle itaiie, although^ for the comfort 
of accommodation, I might as well have been benighted 
ii\ the midst of the great desert of Barbary. TTwo or 
three cigars to the poor owners of the hut« and a fow 
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bits of biflciiit to the naked children, prored that I was 
amicably disposed, and obtained for me all that I requir- 
ed in return — a ftee respiration of the pure air of heaven 
without molestation until daylight 

8th. After a very fatiguing journey of about fifty miles, 
I arrived at nightfidl, at the post hut of HorniHos, where 
I was so fortunate as to find half a mountain sheep, 
ready roasted, and which was speedily devoured by my- 
seli^ Jos^, and the postilion, with that exc^uisite sauce, 
which is so proverbially excellent as to require neither 
pufiT nor comment to distinguish it. 

The valley, this day, was still narrower, and the 
mountains higher and more barren than be^e. Per- 
haps there is not in the wprld, for the distance of thirty 
or forty miles, more singular and extraordinary scenery 
than what I passed through this day. One of the placed 
where I changed horses is called el Volcan, and it cer- 
tainly appeared as if enclosed in an immense volcano, at 
the bottom of which the road lay, and in its serpentine 
twists and turns in the valley no opening appeared be- 
fore or behind : all round was a ram^prt of rocky moun- 
tain of most fantastic form, sometimes awfully impend- 
ing over our heads, sometimes rising in craggy turrets 
to the clouds, grand, terrible, and sublime ; the whole 
presenting indubitable attestation of some dreadful con- 
vulsion of nature, either of violent volcanic action, or of 
a resistless flood of waters that had swept over the face 
of the earth at some remote period, mayhap at the forma- 
tion of the world, or at tke^time of the universal deluge. 
Either or both of these events must have contributed to 
produce the chaos which here exists. " Yet is it with 
astonishment we reflect, that a work of such apparent 
disorder and desolation, should produce objects of the 
grandest character of beauty, and become sources of the 
sublimest sentiment to mankind.*' So says the author 

14* 
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of the *«Coiiiiitfative Egtimate of the Mineral and IHi^ 
•aicai Geolofiei^* and, in troth, it is impoeable to view 
theae aatonndiny productioBa of natnre without enterin|r 
into the ftelinga of that learned writer, who^ in treatin|r 
of the hiatory of our globe, with reapect to the mode o£ 
ita Jir$t /orMO/tan, and of ita nt&fefuanl ekange$^ ** ad. 
herea firmly to the fondamental principlea of the Moaa- 
ical getAogjf ariaing altogether and ejcdnaiyely oat of the 
creative wiadom, the creative power, and the creatiTe &a^ 
of Almighty God.** 

In the middle of the night I waa rooaed by a noiae 
under my bed, aa if of a atruggle between two animak, 
which indnoed me to examine the premises ; when, to 
my aatonishment, I diacoTered by the light of ihe moon, 
a cat eating the head off a viper, which ahe had justsuh* 
dued ; a common occurrence, I waa informed,, and with- 
out any ill oonaequencea to the cat, however venomooa 
the anake. From this circumstance it is to be presumed 
that the poison contained in these reptiles is deleterious 
only when introduced by a cut or scratch into the blood; 
in the same manner as the poison called eurare^ which 
is used by the South American Indiana for the points of 
their arrows, end which« although certain deaih if it 
touch the slightest sctatch, may be tasted, and even 
swallowed without danger. M. Humboldt, in his travels 
on the Oronoco, mentions that he ind M. Bonpland fre>- 
quently tasted this poison. ** Its taste is a very agrees 
able bitter, and M. Bonpland and myself often swallowed 
email portions of it There^je no danger whatever if 
you are quite sure that there is no excoriation of the lips 
or gums." The Indians consider the ctcmre,. taken in- 
wardly, as an exceUent stomachic 

M. Humboldt has observed that, ** in the recent expe^ 
riments made by M. Mangili on the poison of the viper, 
one of the persons present swallowed the whole of tbft 
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IMHson that could be eirtraeted firom four large ItaKan 
Tipen without being aiiected.*** 

9th. The son wu intolerablj hot for leYeral hours of 
the dtLjy and its eflfeet was increaaed in the deep ndley 
through which I was still trottingf surrounded bj high 
barren mountains^ intercepting even a m<nnentary 
glimpse of the adj(»ning country. After a ride of forty 
miles, I stopped at the Tillage of Humaguaca, which is 
beginning to recover &tjm the disasters of war, having 
been entirely destroyed by the Spaniards during the re-. 
Yolutioa. 

A morsel of delicious mountain mutton, roasted in the 
ashes, and a fowl cooked in the same manner, with some 
very small, but very good potatoes, were served up by 
the mistress of the post house in a deep silver dish ; nei- 
ther knife nor fork, however, appeared, and only one 
wooden spoon. This repast, whidi was sufficient for a 
hungry master and man, cost three rials, (<me shilling 
and sixpence,) my a^orJa$ siqyplied bread. 

The postmaster of Humaguaca had been a leader of 
a party of guerUlM in the revolution, and as such had 
all his property destroyed b^ the Spaniards. I found 
him extremely disposed to accommodate ; indeed, it ap- 
pears to me ifat the want of accommodation throughout 
the country proceeds from want of means and ignorance 
of comfort, not from want of will on the part of the in- 
habitants in giving it 

l(Hiu Before the sun rose to gild the tops oftfae moun- 
tains, I veas already two leagues upon my journey, 
through the same valley as before, which was at times 
so narrow as not to be forty yards across between the 
huge n^ii"**" **"^ walls that hemmed me in on each side. 
A distance of twenty-five miles brought me to the post 

* Homb. Voy. anz Reg. Equin. vol. whu chap. %L. 
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of lift CoeTa, where I reoeiyed the first hint of the peril- 
om roads I was aboat to pass on my journey to Potosi. 
When changing animals, I was presented with a mnle^ 
which I objected to, on acoomit of hKvmg been carried 
thps &x safe and well by horses, over loose stony paths* 
through riTers, streams, and torrents, all of them rapid, 
and some deep and dangerous. I therefore requested to 
hare a horse, which, the postmaster replied, was at my 
service ; but he added, that ** mules were always preferred 
in going towards Peru, as being safer and more sure- 
footed in the narrow paths on the edges of predpioes.** 
** Be it as thou wilt, tnaetiro de po9k^** said I ; ** thou un - 
derstandest these matters better than a stranger, so e*ea 
saddle the mule." — ** I insure you this as being a right 
good rational animal,** said the mautro de posta, as I 
mounted and departed. 

I had gone about six miles upon a narrow track, over 
rocks and stones, through a desolate country, when I 
came to the edge of a precipice, which induced me to 
pull up, and say to my mule, ** Sorely thou art not going 
to take me thither V* '« Yes," said the mule. '' Come," 
said I, '' let us try that path to the right." "^ No," said 
the mule, ** positively no." And all my persuasion, 
sometimes angry, sometimes soothing, could not prevail 
with the animal to go out of the original path. It^vras 
willing to step, or to go forward, but out of the path 
it would not move for afl the mines of the New World. 
When I attempted to turn it to the right, into what ap> 
peared to me a safer road, round whisked the tail, back 
went the ears, and an angry shake of the head, with 
what is called ^ hoisting," proved at once an obstinAcy 
of opinion, and a displeasure at being thwarted in what 
It felt convinced it was better acquainted with than its 
rider. In a few minutes, Jose and the postilion, who 
had chanced to stop in the rear to arrange the cargo on 
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the baggage mulei came up, when the latter in&rmed 
me that my mule was perieotly right, aikd that I might 
go to sleep on its back if I felt so disposed, ibr it was a 
Teiy ratioDal animal, im animal mu^ raeio n a l ■ p recisely 
the phrase mentioned by other travellers in « similar 
situation.^ Of coarse, I instantly yielded, and on we 
went . I, however, wished myself more than once safe on 
board a ship in a gale of wind, before I got to the end of 
this romantic but alarmingly intricate path, where, if 
two animals chanced to meet, one most ** go to the wall,** 
the other down into little less than a bottomless pit 
£ven the apprehension of a &lse step produces a feverish 
agony, which so occupies the mind, that it is <»dy occa- 
flionally aghnce is cast upon the yawning precipice over 
which the left leg hangs dangling as the animal jogs un- 
concernedly along. 

I have travelled through some intricate passes in 
Spain, and had the honour to cross the Pyrenees, but 
the worst of those roads are left fer behind when com- 
pared with those of this country. I^ however, the ani- 
mal which a person rides is tolerable, and confidence is 
placed in it, the danger loses all its terror, and is, in 
&ct, but litde; for as M. Humboldt observes, ^ When 
the mules perceive themselves in danger, they stand 
still, and turn their heads first to one side and then to 
the other, and the motion of their ears seems to indicate 
that they are considering- what course they ought to pur- 
sue, llieir resolution is slow, but always good, if not 
controlled or accelerated by the imprudence of the rider. 
It is in frigfatfiil roads that the intelligence of horses and 
mules is devebped in a surprising manner. The rider 
runs no risk, provided he slackens the reins, and takes 
care not to dieck in the least the motions of the animal.** 

In the ferenoon the sun, as on the preceding day, was 
•o scorchingly hot, that I was obliged to muffle my fece 
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to mv9 it from beings broiled and blifltered, and in the 
aflenMon, bein^ pelted bj two heavy showen of hail, I 
was iflad to wrap myself in my poncho. This is also a 
sliffat preparation ibr my residence in Potosi, where, it 
is said, that in the course of twenty-lbnr hours the cli- 
mate undergoes all the changes of the four seasons of 
the year. 

At sunset, having-, ridden about ferty-five miles, I 
•topped at the post of Coloradoe, the most wretched of 
thoae wretched abodes which I had hitherto seen ; but 
as night was drawing- on and threatening ram, I was 
compelled to take shelter under its tattered roof, having 
little inducement to risk h£e and limb by continuing my 
journey through the night over a mountainous deserL 
Besides, long before my day*s journey was finished, I 
felt that I had performed quite as much as I was capable 
o£, in my then unseasoned j^ondition ; for although thirty, 
forty, or more miles ore a very tolerable ride, jet it was 
not the distance, but the length of time, that rendered it 
so fatiguing, having fi*equently been on the road Srom 
long before sunrise till sunset. It was a consolation, 
hov^ever, and a very great one, to know that sleep might 
be indulged in vcrithout the apprehension of being mo. 
tested by reptiles, such as infest the post houses to the 
southward, rendering them in some places uninhabitable, 
and precluding even the hope of rest. Except in the 
aheltered valleys, the huts in this part of the country are 
generally free from biting and stinging insects; even 
those familiar tormentors, fleas, are not always to be 
met with. 

I have heard it remarked, **• that it is in our ovm power 
to convert the blanks in the lottery of life into prizes ;'* 
an opinion to which I feel heartily disposed to subscribe, 
and if it be not in all cases true to the letter, it is because 
we ourselves, coveting the capital prizes, reject the mo- 
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derate^oiiM with indifTerenoe, and pine over the misjfor* 
tune of a casual blank. 

11th. I have at length emerged from the long valley, 
that wearisome labyrinth through which I had wound 
my way for upwards of a hundred and seventy miles ; 
and although glad to escape from it, I cannot say that 
the l a n dsca p e was much enlivened, all around being a 
contusion of barren hills and rugged mountains, without 
a single human habitation in view, or a living soul to be 
met with, along the dreary road, from post to post The 
wild cries of the giuinaeos, as they scudded in small 
herds to the tops of the mountains at the approach of 
man, accorded well with the solitude of the scene. These 
animals at a distance resemble deer without horns, and 
indicate to the traveler that he has entered the former 
territories of the Incas ; for, coming from the southward, 
the gManaeoB are first met with in Peru. 

The frequent crossing of rivers and torrents has now 
eeased ; I have ridden two, three, and four leagues with- 
out meeting with a drop of water. The sun in the middle 
of the day is very powerful, and has sometimes scorched 
me on one side, whilst the other has been chilled l^ the 
keenness of the blast from the mountains. At sunset, 
for the last two or three evenings, there had been much 
thunder and lightning, which did not at all enliven the 
solitary gloom, for it was not the '* aerial tumult" of 
loud, spirit-stirring claps, but hollow murmurings, me- 
lancholy and mournful, succeeded at intervals by the livid 
glare of distant flariies. 

At the forlorn hut where I stopped for this night, there 
was nothing — ^literally nothing — ^to be had for refresh- 
ment, nfUit a ride fixnn the dawn of day till nightfall, 
upon poor worn-out animals, whose craping pace must 
be patiently submitted to in pity <^ their foeUeness, for 
their means of existence in this desert part of the country 
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•re u Mcnty as thoee ibr traveDen; and in reoommeiid* 
ing the poor creatoref to the mercy of any impatient ri- 
der, I can aaanre him, without meaning any pan npon the 
werdi of the reepected author of the *< Night Thoogbts,'* 
that he win find 



*' an expedifMiti tife 
To iMtk the ttngering momeDti Into tpteiJ 



tt 



In an miroofed out-hooae I spread my portaUe bed, 
and on it I firand comfortable repoae for my aching limbs 
till dayli^t, at the forst dawn <^ which I roae, well and 
hearty, to continne my joomey. 

12tii. Heat ezceaSiTe. I e3q;ierienoed much delay at 
the poets from want of animals, the poverty of the post* 
masters not admitting of their purchasing a si^eient 
number for the calls that are made on them, nor of feed- 
ing the sorry few they possess* 

. At a considerable distance upon my left firont I saw 
the , 8now.4x>Tered summits of the grand Cordilleras de 
los Andes, the mountains amongst which and jover which 
I am now travelling being branches of the same chain. 
I stopped for the night at the ruined village of Mojo, 
where I was supplied with some good mutton, ezoeOent 
potatoes, and a roasted guinea-pig, for supper. 

13th. The heat continued, but it could do me little 
farther injury, having already completely broiled the 
skin off my foce, nose, lips, and ears. 

In the afternoon, I had to ascend and descend the 
highest mountain I had ever yet crossed. After wind- 
ing for more than two hours up its rugged side, and pre- 
cisely in the most terrifying spot, the baggage-mule, 
which was in front, suddenly stopped; and well it 
might— poor little wretch — after scrambling with its 
burden up such fotiguing flights of craggy steps ; the 
narrowness of the path at this spot did not allow room 
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to Approach ibe animiJ to nnloMl and give it rest On 
<«e dde was the solid rock, which drooped oTcr oar 
heads in a half-arch ; on the other, a frightful abyss, c^ 
not less than two hundred perpendicular feet. Patience 
was indeed requisite here, but the apprehension was, that 
some traveller or courier might come in the contrary di- 
rection, and, as the sun was setting, the consequences 
could not &jl of proving disastrous to either party. At 
one time, I held a council to deliberate on the prudence 
of freeing the passage by shooing the mule, and letting , 
it roll, baggage and all, to the bottom. In this I was 
opposed by the postilion, though Jos6 and myself were 
of opinion, that it was the only method of rescuing our- 
selves from our critical situation before nightiall. I 
nciver felt so perplexed in my life: we were all useless, 
helpless, and knew not ^diat to do. After upwards of 
half an hour, (perhaps apprehension may have added a 
few minutes to this dubious and truly nervous pause) 
the mule, of its own accord, moved on slowly for about 
twenty yards, and stopped again ; then proceeded, then 
stopped, and thus, after two hours* ferther ascent, we 
grsuiually reached the summit. Two or three times I 
wished, for safety^s sake, to alight, but actually I had not 
room to do so upon the narrow edge of the tremendous 
precipice on my left. ^ 

To view from the top of the mountain the descent 4 

which we had now to make was sufficient to try the 1 

nerves of any person unaccustomed to such a scene, and 
whose safety depended solely upon the sure feoting of a 
wearied, hoof worn beast ; fer it was in appearance even 
more difficult than what we liad already performed. Be- 
fore we were half-way down, night overtook us, but in a 
short time the feeble light of a new moon enabled us to 
distinguish a white track that conducted us in safety at 
half-past nine o'clock, into the town of Tupiza, after 
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hKwmg emplojed i&ve tedioua boon in mocotufi^aAdag 
the nKHmtaiiMRui ascent and descant, in oompanaon with 
khieh the stain of St Paul's would have been easy tnu 
ifeHmg. 

Tapm is a respectable little town, where a traveller 
can supply himself with every thing he requires; it i» 
also the southern frontier town of the Bolivian republic^ 
where duties are levied upon goods, and where the port- 
manteaus of traveUers are inspected, the latter without 
rigour or incivility on the part of the officers. 



CHAPTER XV, 

PedeiCrlaii performaneea of Peruvian Indians— Their character^-' 
Early age at which the females many, and their premature de* 
Jay-'LamaB— JVo Aa», "Sefior I-^^o hai nada^ 5eft0r/«-Trifiiiig[ 
disappointment — Stage from Caiza to Potosi^Mountaki of Po' 
tosi— Arrival in the imperial city. 

March I5th< Before two o'clock in the morning I wza 
ftill two leagues on my journey, lighted by the starry 
host of heaven« There was a delightful freshness in the 
air, which the birds as well as myself seemed to enjoy 
witlr peculiar pleasure, and as they, raised their wild 
notes, I hurried my pace, to make the best of my way 
be!fore the sun should again render all nature inanimate 
by his overpowering heat 

My road, for about twelve miles, lay through what, at 
one period of the world, must have been the channel oT 
a mighty stream, on the bottom of which, covered with 
loose round stcmes, I now travelled; the solid adamantine 
banks on each side, towering in some places a hundred 
and fifty perpendicular feet above my head, and rent in 
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ton thousand difierent shapes, gave evident nffOB of some 
awful convulsion which nature had here undergone. 

£xcept when some huge mountain interposed, fi>r I 
was now amongst branches of the great Cordilleras, the 
road latterly was more convenient for the animab; but 
the asc^Gkt and descent of mountains, without meaning 
to ascribe to it actual danger, was at times terrific. Oc- 
casionally, afler winding along the edge of a precipice, 
ia a spiral direction, to the summit of a mountain, which 
I felt happy when attained by my. breathless beast, it was 
still a subject of wonder how the valley beneath was to 
be reached in safety. 

This day lA-ode three posts, nearly sixty Elnglish 
miles, and, but for the heat, should have felt little or no 
Inconvenience, as I am naw in what is called condition, 
and find my saddle as comfortable a seat as any to be 
met with in the twenty.four hours. 

About sunset I arrived at the romantically situated 
village of Santiago de Cotagaita. The mountains sur- 
rounding it are covered with the eadus^ which grows to 
a size sufficient for the construction of the houses of the 
country. The valleys are all fertile and tolerably culti- 
vated. About twenty leagues firom this plaee are the 
celebrated silver mines of Portugalette, which have been 
offered for sale to our comniissionei;r ; but in consequence 
of the extravagant mania which the proprietors had heard 
existed amongst Englishmen for these speculations, they 
imagined they had only to ask and havt, and therefore put 
a price upon them beyond the bounds of reason. 

With three-pennyworth of very good potatoes and a 
little salt, I this night made an excellent supper, and, 
notwithstanding interruption firom a passing thunder 
storm, I slept somufly in the open air till four o*clock in 
the morning of 

Thursday, 16th. Before I reached the post of Escara, 
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rain came down wo &tt that neither cloak, poncho, nor 
covering of anj bcmI, was capable of resisting it In five 
minutes I was drenched as if I had been plunged into 
the mountain torrents, that suddenly multiplied around 
me, and rushed roaring into the valley. 

The Indians, who in this part of the country accom- 
pany travellers, although still called poatiHons^ are no 
longer mounted* Throughout Peru they bear a despatch 
or perform a day's journey on foot with more alacrity 
than a horseman. I have heard wonderfiil stories of 
their performances. This very day my pedestrian poHi' 
lion accompanied me with the greatest ease seven leagues, 
which I travelled at the rate of something more than 
four miles an hour, without a single stop ; for it rained 
heavily, and I hurried as fost as my wretched ' animal 
was capable of going. This young man told me that he 
was not an andador^ literally a goer, but that he had 
many companions who had gone, and firequently go, 
within the day, from Escara to Caiza, twenty .one post 
leagues, which is a distance litde less than seventy Eng- 
lish miles. 

I have heard that it is not uncommon for one of these 
andadores to perform thirty leagues from sunrise to sun^ 
set 

The Peruvians are generally middle sized, muscular 
men ; I have seldom seen one- who would be admitted 
into any of our grenadier companies. They live ^iefly. 
on vegetables, of which the Indian corn and potato are 
the principal. They are not so abstemious with respect 
to drink, being very fond of their native ehieha and of 
fermented liquors of every sort They are extremely 
humble, and although they have given proofs of desperate 
courage and ferocity when roused to vengeance, they 
are nevertheless of a timid disposition, and as peaceably 
inclined as they are represented to have been* when Pi- 
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zarro, their mnrderoUB conqueror, inyaded them three 
hundred years ago. Their dress, exceptiBg the hat, 
which is precisely the shape of Don Quixote's hehnet 
without the niche in it, reminded me of that of the pea- 
santry of Connaught. They wear coarse brown fHese 
cloth breeches, with the waistband yery low, and always 
open at the knees, the buttons being for ornament, not 
fer use. Shirts are seldom worn ; the legs are bare, with 
the exception of pieces of hide under the soles of the 
feet, tied sandaLfashion round the instep and toes. 

An Englishman, and indeed every impartial traveller, 
of what^er country he may be, must admit, in spite of 
poetry, that the most beautiful women in the world are 
the English ; compared with them, the female Indians 
are far from handsome, but I have seen some very finely 
formed. They become mothers at an age which in Eng- 
land is considered little more than that of childhood, but 
here it is rather unusual to see an Indian girl who has 
passed her fifteenth year, without her waW'^Joaw (child) 
upon her back. 

At one time, the Spanish government passed a law, 
>* 'pvar augmenter le nombre dts gens qui patent le tribut^^^ 
enacting, that all Indians of the age of fifteen should 
marry ; and fixing the age of fourteen for the male In- 
dians, and thirteen for the females, as a fit and proper 
a.ge to enter into the marriage state. 

It has been truly observed that, under the ripening 
sun of these climates, the beauties of the female sex are 
developed long before they put forth their blossoms in 
nOTthern regions. Their decay, however, is equally pre- 
mature ; women may be seen old at twenty. 

The dress of the female Indians consists of a petticoat, 
worn much shorter by the unmarried than by those that 
are married, and a scarf of sundry colours roimd the 
shoulders, which is pinned on one side of the chest with 

15* 
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a topa, % Urge wShret pn^ oociaonally of huidflonie waris- 
manahip; bat sometimM they use a npoon, the haadte of 
which being pomted servei aa a pin, in a manner nmilar 
to that in which the ancient Britona need bodkins of bone 
and ivory to fasten their garments. 

CkolMf those deaeended from Spanidi and Indian pa- 
rents, and whom some oaU ** native peasants," are very 
fimd of dress and ornament ; I hare seen them with 
topos of gold, set with pearls and precious stones, of 
considerable value. 

In the course of this day I was agreeably snrprised 
by a flock of lamas crossing the road sedately b^re 
me ; being the first I had seen, I was particularly struck 
with their appearance ; they were of different colomrs, 
brown, black, white, piebald, See Their fine mild pro* 
minent eye proves them to be, what in jeality they are, 
extremely docile and gentle. They carry their long 
graceful necks somewhat like the camel, of which the 
lama, in the words of Bnffon, " aemble etre un beau 
diminiitt/,** for the latter is infmitely more handsome, 
and without any of the deformity of the camel. The 
Indians use them for carrying burthens, but being very 
slow, they do not travel beyond four leagues a day, with 
a load weighing seldom mere than seventy pounds. Bof. 
fon describes a lama which, at the time he saw it, had 
been eighteen months without drinking, ^ owing to the 
great abundance of saliva, which keeps the mouth eon- 
tinually moist" I recollect, when in Egypt, my aston. 
ishmenit at having been told that a camel, on which I 
was mounted, had been fourteen days without drmking, 

I have this' day been jogging upon my awlwilsting 
skeletons fl^om four q*clock in the morning until past 
eight at nigl^t, and have, with wearisome difficulty, per. 
formed little more than thirty-five miles. After being 
several times wet to the skin with rain and as quickly 
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dried l»7 the piercing beanw of the sun, I stopped fiir the 
nig^ht at the post of Qnirbe, and spread my bed under a &g- 
tree» the foliage of which protected me from the rain that 
continued to fidl till daylight, when I roee and continued 
my journey on — 

Saint Patrick's day. The road lay in and through 
the Rio Grande ; for, from its serpentine course in the 
valley through which it flows, I forded it sixteen times 
in the distance of fou r leagues. On one occasion, my 
poor feeble animal was carried away by the current 
against the baggage mule, which happened to be to 
leeward, and, by standing steady, enabled us to recoTer, 
so as to stem the stream and gain thf opposite bank, 
up which we scrambled in breathless haste and alarm. 
I had nothing to complain of with respect to being wet, 
for the rain which poured had already completely 
drenched me, but the coldness of the river was excessive. 
The midday sun, however, came forth as powerfully as 
usual, and soon both warmed and dried me, though not 
sooner than I was again drenched ; for a dreadful thun. 
der storm suddenly burst over the valley, accompanied 
•wiih hail and rain in roaring torrents , under which we 
arrived, men and beasts (without much overstrainmg the 
metaphor,) like drowned rais^ at the cheerless, comfort- 
h^ post of Zoropalca. 

When I enquired for horses, the postmaster pointed to 
a tree close in front of his hut, and sai d, ^* There they 
are, all ready!** I looked and beheld three wretched 
animals standing under the tree, shivering with chiQ 
poverty, heads hanging pensively downwards, ears 
back, eyes half closed, and bodies shrivelled up into the 
form of an arch fop the convenience of throwing off the 
ram. " What !*' said I, "have you no better than those ?*' 
^ Better or worse, there are no others in this neighbour* 
hood,** said the postmaster. Upon looking at my watch. 
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I peroeiTied that it most be dark night before I could 
reach the next post with tuch ill.4xmditioiied hacks ; but* 
bad as they w^re, I thoaght it better to hobUe on, even 
through the Btorm, than to stop all night in a place where 
nothing was to be had ; for when I asked for meat, I re- 
ceived the eustotnary answer — ^ No hai, SeOor P* ^ There 
is non e, ^ !"— for potatoes, '' iVb Aat, Senor r^for milk, 
" No hoi, &ndr/"— for eggs, "iVb Aat, fitenor ."»—•• What 
have you, then 7*^ ^No hat nada, SeHor T— ** Nothing* at 
all, Sir !" To form a true idea of the effect of this dismal 
announcement of famine to a starving traveller, it is re- 
quisite to have heard the peculiarly moumfol tone in 
which "iVb kai, Senor P* ^ Nfl hoi nada, Sefiorr is 
sighed out of the' mouths of these people. Poverty, 
want, misery, and affliction, are conveyed at once in the 
melancholy sentence, and a single glance round the abode 
where the stranger stops confirms its lamentable truth^ 
Whilst I stood at the door of the hut, watching the 
animals with intense interest, as they fed upon a few 
stalks of Indian com that had been sparingly thrown to 
them, and pondering upon the unpromising conclusion 
of the day*s journey, a courier arrived on his way to 
Potosi, and by virtue of his office claimed a prior right 
to the mules of the postmaster. I do not think that five 
minutes by a stop-watch could have elapsed before the 
courier had dismounted, unsaddled his oion mules, sad- 
dled mine, mounted them, and having, as a fiu«weJl sa- 
lute, civilly touched his hat, saying ** Adiot^ Senor /** 
disappeared round the comer of a projecting rock on his 
road to Potosi. I looked at Jos6— -Jos^ looked at me : I 
looked at the postmaster — the postmaster looked at me : 
I thmst both hands into my breeches pockets ; my head 
sunk between my shoulders, or my shoulders rose above 
my head, I don't know which ; but whatever can best 
represent confusion and disappointment will best repre- 
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sent me. I broke the silence of my woe bj asking the 
postmaster questions which I might easily have an- 
swered myself: — ^ Have you no more animals ?" — ^ No 
A«, Senor r* — ^'♦Sorely you can procure me three or four 
asses ?" — ^ No kai futdoj Senor /** 

To proceed was impossible ; but being of opinion that 
there is no use in creating a civil war in the passions of 
the mind for what cannot be remedied, I resolved upon 
making misery itself amiable by patience and content. 
I therefore drew off my boots, th|^ were converted into 
water-cans, and prepared to change my clothing, which 
adhered to my body like Dejanira's garment ; but, upon 
opening my portmanteau, I found that I should gain no-^ 
thing by the operation, for the Rio Grande, which I had 
crossed in so many deep places, and no doubt the rain 
also, had gained admittance and soaked into every thing 
I possessed. What was to be done ? I still had a remedy 
left — ^to undress and go into my comfortable bed, whilst 
Jos^ should wring my clothes and hang them in difTer- 
ent parts of the poet hut to dry as they could. Opening 
my bed vrith this intent, I was something more than dis* 
appointed at finding it in a similar state with the things 
in my portmanteau, being literally soaked through, 
mattrass, blankets, and all. I repeat, that I was some- 
thing more than disappointed at this accident, because it 
might have been avoided. The oil-cloth case in which I 
carried my bed was sufficient to turn any rain, if pro- 
perly placed; but, in the present instance, my careful 
Jos^, notwithstanding repeated directions to place it 
upon the mule with the mouth downwards, had packed 
it in the reverse direction, and that so accurately as to 
catch every drop of rain which fbll upon the back of the 
animal. 

Enjoy the present hour, reckless of the morrow, says 
tome philosopher ; but he never meant that enjoyment 
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was to be fbimd amon^ half a 4ozen Indian huts at the 
desolate post of Zoropalca. 

After viewing in sorrowful mood the disastrous state 
of all my worldly conveniences, which I had no means 
of remedying, I resolved to— 

*' Keep my spirits up by pouring spirits down/^ 

and called for my chifles to take a drop of comfort : bat 
no such comfi>rt was at hand; poor Jos^ considering 
himself as much in need of it as his master, had antici- 
pated me upon the road, and in the course of the thun- 
der storm had drained my buUock*s horns of the last 
drop they contained. This Was indeed reducing my 
tpitits to the lowest ebb; yet, afler all, there is nothing- 
very extraordinary in self.preservation. 

I moved in a quick quarter deck pace up and down 
my cheerless habitation, which admitted off the range of 
a fisherman's walk, '* three steps and overboard !*' fi>r 
about half an hour, then sat down upon a sheep-skin in 
a comer to seek consolation, n^biclyl found sooner than 
some persons may imagine, in the reflection that I had 
performed so long a journe y without any accident hith- 
erto, and that I had so nearly accomplished it, in the 
midst of tiie worst season of the year, without any par- 
ticular annoyance, except what I have just rdated. 
When I summed up accounts on all sides, I found the 
balance so much in my favour, that I felt inclined to ez> 
ult rather, than to repine. Sentimei^ audi as these 
caused the night to pass away without any unusual 
gloCHU or unhappiness. 

18th. I was prepared to mount before daybreak, but 
had not the means of doing so, and perhaps I should 
have been doomed to pass another day in this desolate 
place, had not a young Indian volunteered, for a fair re. 
muneration, to go into the mountains and cc^ct two of 
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three mtdes fat my use. I told hiiiri ihroti^h my peone^ 
who miderstood Quichua, the original language of Texn, 
that I was willmg to give any money if animals were 
provided. The demand was three riab (eighteen pence)« 
which was immediately complied vtrith, to the great joy 
of both the Indian and myself; to his, on so easily ob* 
tuning so much wealth, and to mine, on gaining a {ffos" 
pect of release from the bleak dell in which I was sur« 
rotmded by still bleaker mountains, raising their rugged 
heads to the clouds, and irowning in sullen majesty upon 
the few living beings who vegetated beneath, but who, 
to me at least, were human only from their shape. 

The Indian returned ip aa reasonable a time as impa* 
tience could expect, driving before him three sorry 
hacks, one of whi/;h I selected for myself, another for 
Jbsd, and the third for my wet baggage. Thus, with the 
postilion upon his own stout ^gs, fitter for the journey 
than all of us put together, we left the wild mountainous 
desert of Zordpalca, as miserable-looking a travelling 
group as ever was met with. 

After hobbling along seven tedious leagues, through a 
narrow rocky valley, and most of the distance actually 
in the river that ran through the middle of it, we arrived 
at Caiza, a decent, small village, with a large church, 
filled with Indians on their knees celebrating mass, 
which they seldom fail to attend, but of which they un- 
derstand not one word, though they may be aware of 
the solemnity of the ceremony and the nature of the du- 
ties ccmnected with it 

for Want of animals at the post, I was compelled to 
remain at Caiza for the night, but, on paying double 
postage, I secured three mules for. the following day. 

Sunday, 19th. Before one hour after midnight, I was 
on the last stage of my journey; a fine, frosty, star- 
light morning enlivening the spirits, which were already 
i / > 
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elated "bj the near approach to the place where I waa 
about to establish a home. 

The distance from Caixa to Potosi u not less than 
forty miles, and, as the intermediate post is altogether 
destroyed, there is neither change of horses, nor any 
place where to obtain refreshment 

The country was more barren and more bleak than 
any through which I had yet travelled, but still the 
scene was new and interesting ; the track led sometimes 
almost perpendicularly up and down high roeky moun- 
tains, sometimes along their steep shelving sides, some- 
times through a ravine or a valley, and sometimes over 
a plain of little verdure, though covered with flocks of 
lamas, the only animal that can find subsistence on this 
unfruitful and inhospitable soil. 

As the camel is suited to the sandy deserts of Arabia, 
so is the lama to the barren mountains of Peru : each b 
particularly adaped to its respective country, and ren* 
dered subservient to the use of man, where other ani- 
mals would petish for want of subsistence, which they 
alone have the means of acquiring. Here again we may 
observe that, under whatever aspect we view the works 
of nature, they claim for their Divine Author the tribute 
of our admiration, our reverence, and our praise. 

Towards the middle of the day the sun*s heat was ex- 
cessive, notwithstanding a chill penetrating wind, which 
came, not as in other climes, from ^the sweet south, 
that breathes upon a bank of violets,** but from the 
bleak south, rushing from the tops of distant mountains 
covered with eternal snow. 

The road, as I advanced, although in no respect im- 
proved in itself indicated the approach to a town of 
consideration. It was no longer an unfrequented soli- 
tude, as I had been accustomed to find it. Peasantry, 
with droves of aases and flocks of beautiful lamas, were 
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to be seen paMuig to and fro; kkiic droUinf; lazily lo 
tbe citf, hden with ftnitB, vegeUUes, Indian oocb, floor, 
«liaroaa],&e.<nxid,aiidDtbeTiiec«ssarie«j aome ratum- 
u^ fiom the market at a, brid pace, alter djipoaiiif of 
their bardena, and hastening nmnj lea^uei into the 
frnitftil vslleys ot the oountiy te renew then. Indiana, 
mala and female, with ponltTj, milk, cgga, and sundry 
commoditiea for ocosomption, enliTeaed the way, and 
ai^viaed the hon^ry tiBTeller that, a]thoa|:h anrronnded 
bj Ueak, imciiltiTated, and ufuulfinoUe raooirtiuns, he 
was Mill in the land of the livinfr, 

Saddmlf af^wared before me, in the distance, a high 
movntain of a reddiah brown eokiar, in the ehqK of a 
perfect cone, and altogether distinct in_ ite appearance 
friHn any thfaif of the kbd 1 bad ever aeen. iliere was 



known to the world b; the merest accident, i ■- 

diitn who, in pnrsnil of a lama up the steep, 
Umaelf fiom &Iling, caught hold of a shrub, n 
ing torn from the soU, eipoaed a mass of aolid 
the roots ; — it was that mooiMain, incapaUe of pi 
even a Uade of grasa, which yet had attractio 
«iMit to caoae a luty to be built at its base, at i 
Ocmtaining' ahondred thoQsand inhabitants; — it 
mountain, whoae liidden treasures have withstood the 
bboriooa {dander of two hundred and fifty jean, and 
■lilt remain uneibansted. Having said thus modi of 
the new and striking object before me, I need soarcely 
■dd that it was tbe celebrated moontMn of Patau. 

Onward I rode, cheered by seeing the heaorai which 
in^Olsd the termination of my long jonmej ; not so 
mj jaded mole ; it leceired no stimohw from tliat which 
to ne actad as an eihilarating dtanght. Forty miles 
upon a Bhd road [my mole asenred me it was fiUl for^- 
fin) is a weariMMoe dwtance beftre breakfast lor either 
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nun or beact; and mine^ every mile I tarn ttdtwuied, 
gave iadnhitaWp evideniee of exhaurted atniigth: y«t 
the meaiw of rederiunent were &jr iSiatent from w both. 
Patkooe and peraeveranoe were evr only solaee; mnd 
with tfaeae two effieadooB Tirtuee, I believe in j&y heart 
honestly adhered to by both of ve, we mutiially aaaurted 
each other ; I by alighting to walk up hiUa and steep«> 
the mule, when I lemoiinted, by jogging on, if the pnth 
happened to be free from xooka and atonet ; for the «p> 
proach eren to the Imperial City is nothing more than a 
nigged path tracked out by the footsteps of men nnd 
animals. 

From the top of every eminenee that I asoended £or 
the last two hours of my journey^ I felt a longing eat- 
peetaticm of obtaining a view of the town; beoause to he- 
hold even at a distanoe Ihe abode of rest, at the cancl«> 
sion of a long voyage or journey, is a consolation^ which 
every traveller anzioosly se^ks and enjoys with sflnsa 
tions of real pleasure ; but this consolation is denied in 
apinraadiing Potoei; neither hoiiise, nor domo» nor 
steeple, is to be seen at adistanoe. The last cnrve round 
the boas of the silver mountain, whose pointed top was 
now fiur above my head in the cbudleas des|>.blue sky* 
brou|^ me at onoe upon the town, which, with its ruii^ 
ed suburbs, covered a vast extent bmeath me, and in ten 
minutes more I was at the post house in the centre of it 

But it is not in the post house, tiiat the traveller is to 
expeet repose or oomftrt, for even here that abode is.no 
better than the worst in any miserable village; ther« is 
no decent apartment to retire to, no refreshment to* be 
obtained, no bed torestupon^notefenacdiair to^aton, 
nor acoemmodation of any kind. 

After throwing some barley to my poor nude, I eaHi- 
«d imrth with my leften of inlrodaotion in seareb of a, 
fanner ; for, altbnogh I had not hreak&sted, dimer hear 
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had amved, and there being no tavern in Potosi wherein 
to obtain one, I was obliged to sponge^ vnd succeeded to 
my infinite gratification in the house of Don Raymundo 
HeTeiia, a respeetable ahopkeeper, who probably never 
before had such a famiafaed goe^t at his table. 

In^ the evening I sought Monsieur Churda, the first 

agent despatched by the directors to this country upon 

forming the Potosi Association. Without having e\er 

before seen, each other, we met as intimate iriends, be- 

eanse each knew the situation of each, and being em. 

barked in the same boat, the feelings of companionship 

were reciprocaL Afiw much interesting conversation 

whk Mcmi^eur Osa^da, it cannot 'be matter of surprise, 

that graduafiy my suppressed yavms should have given 

frequent notice of defrauded sleep, and intimated my de* 

siro to wish ** good night" I retired to a very tolerable 

h^nse, rewled fitf the associatioa, in one of the empty 

uaftffnisbed rooms of which I made myself a bed ; and 

I believe that, before the sun had withdrawn his last ray 

firom the sumndt of the mountain of Potosi, I might 

have been numbered among the happy upcm earth, if 

happiness oonsicAs in undisturbed repose, firee from all 

tiie cares and troubles of the world. And as gratitude, 

genmne, undiOBelnhled gratitude, to our benefactors, is 

one of the best, as vrell as one of the most pleasing and 

soothing sensations of the human mind, I may perhaps 

have experieneed some small share of its balmy inflU' 

enee, in the grateful remembrance of what I felt to be 

due to our first and greatest Benefitct(M*-~-^ even the God 

who helpeth us, and poureth His benefits upon us.** 



• 
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CHAPTER XVL 

JRapturoufl eAuloa of a BatWe, on the rlelie» prodaeai /hm» tli« 
■UnM of PoUmI— A MEoU Uiroiicli tbe pitf—^kNrocU— Cliidaie 
of Potoin— Visit to fbe ■unuuit of tb« mountaiii^Iti lielf^t — 
City of Potod biglier tban Quito— Method of exiractinc tbe nl- 
▼er from tbe ores— Wanton degtractlon of mining property— 
Miataken notiOM of Eaioiieans respacliBg mfnea and mialng is 
Boutb AmeBic»— £nof moua wcaltb aztncted Aam tlw ■ouataia 
of PoCosL 

PoUwi, Mareh S0» 1836. Early to bed wkh those wW 
are not naiuraUy of a lazy babii oceaauma early rieing. 
Before tbe first bell tolled for maaa in the neiirhbourio^ 
chtirch of Santo Domingo, I waa already m the inriBci- 
pal aquare of the town« Jkraking up wHh admivaticiii at 
the wonderful moimtaun, which riaea lUs,e a ookaaal 
augar-loaf above it to the heif^ht of nearly (hfoe thou* 
aand feet, and which, although half an hour*8 waUt die- 
tant« yet aeema so cleae, that if. it were to ftU OTer« it 
would, to aU ai4)earaiice, overwhelm the whole city. 

A South American, who ascended to the top of tlu9 
mountain, has given ^us the following effusion upon the 
good and bad effects of the riefaes it had produced* 
** The sublimity of the surrounding scenery did not 00 
much interest my feelinga as the celebrated mountain 
which Ms poured forth its lavas of silver upon tbe 

^ world — to animate enterprise and - reward industry; to 
pamper the luxurious and minister to the comfi>rts of the 
Sober and virtuous ; to disseminate knowledge and reli« 
gion ; and to spread the desolationa of war ; marshalling 
ormies in the field, and pointing the thunder of navies 
upon the ocean; filling cities with monuments of taste 

jmd art, and overwhdming them with ruin; fi>undin|^ 
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mif hty empires, and leveHinf them in die dust ; inciting, 
in short, to virtne and to erime, and being the sonrce of 
much good, and the root of all eril in the world.*^ 

The morning air was sharp and dry, and resembled 
ahogedier one of oiv foest March days, but at noon the 
BUn was hotter than in our month of Angnst The 
brilliancy of the dark \Ax» sky, withoat even a vestige 
t^ a 4d0nd, was peenliarly remarkaUe. Hnmbcddt oh- 
amrves that, **on the Goi^dUIeras the azure is less Uended 
^th white, becanse there the air is constancy of an ex- 
i;lrenie dryness.** 

The streets were cleaner than those of any town I 
had hitherto seen in South America, and the practice of 
^^irhitewaffhing the-oiltaide of all the houses added con- 
sidecably to the af^iearanoe ot deanMness. This, how- 
ever, does not a{^y to the inside, where every thing is 
fiUky, with &w «xee|ition8, even in ti!ie first houses, some 
of which, like the stable of A«^eas, seemed not to have 
been cleaned fer thirty years. 

The Indians, wh<$ compose one half of the inhabi- 
tants, are, in every stose of tiie expression, ** a swinish 
multitadG,*' but those who ecmsider themselves so much 
tisnr superiors are not, in every particular, a great deal 
better. Twenty years ago, the pop«datioif of this city 
was reduced to half of what it once contained, and now 
it does not exceed twelve thousand souls. 

1 entered two or tiuree of the plundered and dis- 
mantled churches, the walls of which formerly were, in 
some instances, literally coTcred with decorations of 
puTe wlver. I stroUed round that imn^nao uncouth 
pile, the Cbb4 Moneys, or Royal Mint, erected at the 
cost of two millions of deQars. The common average .^^f 
^coined within its' walls fbr many years was^ur millions. . ' jjj . 
annually, being a!t the rate of upwards of ten thousand * 
dollars a-day the whole year round^ * « ^"* 

16 ^'^ 
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On one lide of the prino^wl aqfuare of the city etands 
tiie goveroment house, a long, low range <^ building, in^ 
doding SaUu de jMMtieia^ the jail, and a goard-heiiBe. 
Another side of the square is occupied by m 'prodigious 
heap of grey granite, a work whkh the Spaniards com- 
menoed twenty years ago, and which the present gp- 
▼emment are slowly continuing: when .finished, it is to 
be consecrated, and called the GathedraL Such an un> 
sightly mass of stone I never beliare beheld. It has 
been pro&ndy imagined, that if the pains and expense 
which it has cost had been bestowed in making fit ap* 
proaches to the town, it would have been a work to the 
full as profitable for the soles and bodies of the public 
In the middle of the same square, a sanH>le of architec- 
ture worthy of the urchitect of the cathedral has laidy 
been erected. I supposed it to be a shot manuftctory, 
and my servant, ivhom I had oocasioB io send in that 
direction, inquired **If his way was not past the big 
chimney ?** We were both mistaken : it is a national 
trophy in honour of the liberator, Simon Bolivar. 

In continuing my stroll through the town I visited the 

canchiu^ (booths,) in the public market-place, where I 

had no expectation 'of seeing such abundance of every 

thing in the midst of a barren mountainous desert 

Bee^ mutton, pork, lama, (which resembles in taste 

lean mutton, and being very cheap is used by the poorer 

classes,) were all to be had, but not such as, in the cities 

of Europe, would be called prime' meat. Fruits and 

vegetebles were in plenty ; of these, some would have 

been esteemed in Covrntgarden, and others,, beikg pe- 

cuUar to the dimates, were such as Covenl^garden had 

4 never ^ad to boast of« There were numy different va- 

^L rieties of potatoes, some of which I had never before 

* seen, but this being tlieir native country, I was disap- 

• pointed in not seeing a .finer di^^ay. Thistitttisery* 
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I JUling vegeti^bte, to which Oi>bbett has cR> greal an aver- 

[ sion, is caBed, in the language of the ooimtr|r, papa ; 

\ throughout Pern it is in general use, and held in as high 

[ estiDoation as in Ireland. Papat form (he principal 

[ fixxi of the Indians, or rather the principal ingredient 

of their food ; for they seem to understand the art of 

cookery infinitely better than the lower dass of Irish, 

who pretty generally exist upon the simple ** potato and 

salt," in many cases without a ** sup of milk," and 

[ sometimes, such is their poverty, withont eren a ** grain 

of salt" to relish their mawkish .meal. 

i 

[ T^ Indians prepare their cUla (round earthen pot) in 

I a very savoury and substantial manner; their native 

lama afibrds them meat, salt is obtained in sundry dis- 
) tricts in immense blocks, aji (Guinea pepper) they have 

I in abundance, and are extrdlnely fond ui. To these in- 

I i^redients the papa is added in considerably the greater 

proportion, also maiase, (Indian corn,) the excellence of 
iK'hich as food, and the various ways in which it is 
dressed for both rich and poor in this country, seem al- 
together unknown in Europe. Should Cobbett succeed 
in his meritorious endeavour to encourage the cultiva* 
tion of maize in England, his name will be cherished 
with gratitude by future generations, when, as the note* 
rious author of the ** Register" he may probably be for- 
grotton and unknown, as though he had never lived. I 
must not omit mentioning a i^pecies of food made frtmi 
the potato, and called here ehwm^ whidi is considered ft 
g^eat delicacy, and was held in estimation in the days 
of the Incas. I am not certain oC the exact method by 
which ehunu is made, but the first i^ocess is to freeze 
the potatoes thoroughly, then to pound them and dry 
them in the sun, in whieh state they will keep even 
for years, and form a wholesome and substantial food. 
In my saunter through the tows, if I did not see any 
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thing to prepotseM me in fatour of my new reeidenee, 
I MW nothings that created a oontearj effect Indeed, 
every thing a{ipeared to me much better than I had been 
led to expect from the account* I bad previously rt- 
eeived. 

When I retomed to m j lodging, I found fresh eggs, 
tolerable milk, intolerable butter, indUSsrent bread, and 
ezcellent chocolate, spread upon the froor of my apart- 
ment ; fer I hare before obeerred that the house was 
taken unfurnished, and although the family still (decupled 
one wing , and had not removed their goods and chattels, 
they had no table to spare ; which I mention as a slight 
proof of the lack of the comforts and conveniences 
of life in the present state of society in South Ame- 
rica. 

I had not been many days at Potosi, when I was 
seized, as strangers generally are^ with a severe attaelc 
of dysentery, which in eight and forty hours weakened 
me to such a degree that I could not, without difficohy, 
totter across my room ; and there being no [meidical ad* 
vice whatever to be had, I was obliged to follow tiiat of 
Qiy peon, who, in pure pity of my case, purchased a 
quantity of cream of tartar, of which he gave me seve- 
ral doses, and certainly I found relief, but whether from 
the medicine or from nuture I pretend not to say. 

In walking, I eoon experienced that difficulty in 
breathing which is occasioned by the extreme rarity of 
the air, and which even the natives and animals are sub* 
ject to. llie royal sport of horse-racing cannot be at- 
tempted here, for horses appear to suffer from the zprechi 
more than men; I have heard many instances of their 
dropping down ahd expiring when prested up a hill. 

The ctimate of Potosi I have found, as had been pre< 
viously mentioDed to me, to present each day the changes 
of the four seasons of the year. The^ eariy part of the 
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mommy is piercing cold ; the Satenooa u like our finest 
March day; firom noon till about two or three o'clock 
tbe eon la hroilini^ hot, whilst in the shade it is not only 
oool, bat very cold. It was out of my power to asoer- 
tain the exact difierenoe of temperature, for there is not 
in the imperial city one single thecmolneter, and these 
which we brooght from England have all been broken 
on our journey. The evenings and early part of the 
Q^its are usually serene, and sometimes of a summer's 
mildness. The Cieoles seem to be extremdy sensible of 
c(^d« fi>r they consider this dimate an eternal winter, 
wliich they divide into ** the dry winter and wet winter ;** 
but the Indians (although like the Irish peasantry, half 
naked) are not so d^eate. My own opinion, and I am 
inclined to think that all my countrymen who visit this 
pkuse must be of the same, is, that, upon a fair estimate, 
we may consider it fine, wholesome, bracing, and by no 
mosns irapleasant weather. 

I have ofase^ed that we are ail liaUe upon arriving 
here to a severe attadt of iUness, but if it passes away, 
and good health returns as quickly as it has to me, there 
can be no cause for oomplaini 

16th. Our chief commissioner and his pvtf have ar- 
rived at Potooi, where he has been kindly received by the 
prefect and all the local authorities, who ofifer their ser- 
vices in every possible way, in promoting the object of 
his mission. Indeed, we receive -firom all parties the 
most cordial congratulations, hailing our establishment 
as the advent of prosperity to the country, and supposing 
it to be the opening of an intercourse with England, 
from which the happiest results are anticipated. 

3^ This fine frosty Aioming, having farmed a yvty 
tp visit the mountain, we ascended to the summit, which 
it generally takes about two houm te accomplish. 

When nearly two thirds of the way, we dismounted 
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froM our miilas, lad laating diaiii in darg« of uilii^iii 
at Uie entnnoB of s mine, we jmttnieA on Ibat lit tbe 
pokk, -wtaiere, in icnnihluig Bp, «u« wm mpiiulc to 
■raid kickiag tlie Ioom ^umem, with wUoh the nufto 
of tba moOBtaiin ia tnrmoA, iqKW tlioae wbe Mkwid 
The diffieuhf of ra^rolion in uoendlng wu W7 
freat, owing to the eitrems rtntj of the tii it ao un- 
mual & height abova tbe leral of the lea. SMoe, aeeord- 
ing to the weUmn of their oOMtitation, ta tbe iiSfcj 
of their lon^ fett thia diffieo)^ more than otben of ■ 
■tiaager haUt ) I aytiit wu <tf the letter. TfaoM who ' 
fatTOreadtbe renwrke ofwaantifie traveUan ajton the 
eBhct pradoaed hf the rare&ctMo of the ur in high 
■itaatiana, nrill have bnned that it ariaea froniihelif|li(- 
maa of the atinoaphet« no longer oontiahntiRg bj ita 
eempvaaaion oa the «eaaela to the letenlion of ite bW, 
whieh, OD ila eide, always nuintaiiv the power of leliiai- 
Thia great rarefoctioo haatena laaaitode, apd coirtriMta 
to eihanatian, for reapiratim beaomea extrranelj Hf^ 
uve a( every etertion. CoMalae -increases in pr^oi6o 
■8 we are lifted into the atmoaphcM 1 ^ ns^ ekmlrd 
the situation the more penetrating it liemmea. ' IIm* 
ii aniAber aingnlarity whieh ia psonliar to tbe elenK' 
parta of the Cordilleras, (and whieh [ have experioted 
al Potou,) that is, when joa paaa out of the riiade into 
the Bon, or nice nerao, a greater ^fEntuoe or allaatiaa 
ia felt in the teiD|nratiire of the air than when in iha 
plains, l^tre are liraea, when tl>e aun ie eieee^gl? 
powerfiil, that one step only into the A»Ae is neoesaal? 
lo puke j'ou sensible of the cold. 

The dinance diatioctlj eean from the top of »>* 
mountain ia aoch a* the atamspfaere orBurtqw norbera 
admits ; ItH- here, Gra daja oot of every aif throughout 
the year are of a daarness and brilKaiwy unparaliaW 
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in the Old World. The height of the C^tk/^ del Poto* 
81 hfts been ascertaiaed by Dc Redhead to be 15,981 
feet above the level of the Pacific Oceeo, which agrees 
-within eleven feet with a more recent measiuement by 
Mr. Pentland, a gentleman who has travelled t!hrough 
Feru on scientific puTsaits, and with whom I had the 
pleasure of becoming acquainted at Potosi. According 
to the computations of tliose gentlemen, the town of 
Potosi is situated at an elevation of 13,265 ^t above 
the same level, being probably the highest inhabited 
place upon the globe, which certainly is not generally 
known ; for .the farm of Antisana, in the province of 
Qtuto, has hitherto passed for considerably the highest 
inhabited spot. M. Humboldt, in bis ^ Table <^ 
heights, measured in diffisrent parts joi the gbbe," gives 
to Antisana the elevation of 2^07 toiset, (say 13,400 
^t,) and remarks, that **it is without doubt one of the 
highest inhabited spots on the earthJ* It cannot be 
supposed that he would thus have particularised a 
*' farm-house,-' had he been aware of the elevation of so 
considerable a city as Potosi, which he does not even 
mention, but gives the city of Quito (9,621 feet) as the 
- next highest place, though not so high, by 3,600 feet, 
aa the city of Potosi. 

It has been asserted by some, that the oerro of. Poto- 
si is of volcanic origin; but. this I have heard eontra^ 
dieted in. the most |R>aitive manner. For myself^ I pre- 
enme nl>t to oflSar any opinion on the subject ; geology ie 
atcience which, till very lately, has been strangely, ne- 
glected m England, even by those who have , received 
the most liberal education.t I may, however, observe, 

* Cerro means a rugged mountain. 

t In tiie dedicaUon of the "Reliqoin Dilavlahe,** Frofeesor 
Bttckland alludes to bis " endeavours to call the attention of the 
UniversHy to the subject of ^eolo^, in order to combine with those 
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that, haring visited VMoviat and Etna, I «aw nothing 
in or about the composition of tha moantain of Potosi 
that rasemUed or reminded me of either of those volca- 
noes. Oar chief miner in vain endeavoured to discover 
on or near the moantain any thing like pamiee^stone, 
which would have been a Qonvincin|r proof of volcanic 
origin had any snoh been found. 

On the side next to the town, and at the foot of the 
great mountain, rising as it were against it, is a 
smaller, called by the Indians in the Quichoa lan- 
guage, Huayna Pfltoesi, (son of Potosi, or Potosi the 
younger.) It facilitates the ascent to, bot does not 
partake of the riches of, the former, almost every stone 
of which is in some degree metalliforous. There are, 
however, in the small mountain some mines fiiom which 
considerable quantities of silver have been extracted. 
In the large one there are not less than five thousand 
boeoB minaa (mouths of mines) ; bot it does not follow 
that there are five thousand distinct mines, for several 
mines have two, and some three, di^erent mouths or 
entrances. This may convey a tolerably fiur idea of 
the manner in which the cerro is perforated, but no idea 
can be formed of the nature and state of the mines 
themselves, which have been worked fi'om their disco- 
very to the present day, without the slightest regard to 
method, or even to common convenience. <J entered 
several, in which I was obliged to crawl for many yards 
on my hands and feet; an estimate may thence be 
formed of the disadvantage at which the labourers 
work, and of the great loss of time that must ensue in 
conveying the ores out of the mines in sheep-skin 
aprons, as practised by the Indians. 
It has been remarked, that to describe the nature of 

branches of stady which are more strictly academical the cultiva- 
tion of this new and interesting science/* 
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the Tarioiifl ores, and the mode of extracting them &om 
the bowek of the earth, and to explain the leveral pro- 
ceaaes by which the metala are separated from the snb- 
stanoea with which they are mingled, either by the ac- 
tion of fire or the attractive powers of mercury, is 
more pecnliariy the province of the natural philosopher 
or the chemist. Althoagh, however, I am neither phi- 
losopher nor chemist, I shall here relate, and I trust 
with sufficient exactness for general comprehension, 
the method of extracting the metal from the ores, as 
practised by the azoguiro&* of Potosi, from the opera- 
tion in the mine to the production of the mass of silver 
called pina^ and the sale of it in the national bank. 

As ipany Indians as can work in the space within 
the mine are employed- with implements and gunpow- 
der in detaching the ore from the veins in which it is 
found. The pieces so detached are carried out to the 
mouth of the mine, where they are broken and reduced 
to small and nearly equal sizes, resembling the stones 
broken for repairing roads upon Macadam's principle. 
In this state they are put into sacks, and conveyed to 
the ingenia (the laboratory, or amalgamation works) 
upon asses and lamas, the former carrying 125 pounds 
each, and^ the latter half that quantity : forty ass loads 
make the measure caUed a caxon^ which contains 5000 
pounds weight. If the ore is quite dry, it is discharged 
into a store-house; if wet or damp, it is spread in a 
place called pampeo^ where it is exposed to the sun till 
dry. It is next pounded to powder, by means of a 
heavy and awkward stamping-mill, moved by a water- 
wheel, after which it is passed through wire sieves. 

* Jiioguiro^ a name given to the proprietor of a mining establish- 
ment, is'derived from aiogui^ quicksilver, which is the chief ingre- 
dient used in the process of extracting the precious metals from 
their ores. 

VOL. I. 17 
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The men attending thif liet operation are obliged Up 
•tuff their noetrile and ears with cotton, and wear m 
■ort of mask to protect them from the nozioni dast, 
which if BO injo^ioos to health, that the place where the^ 
sifting^ is carried on is jocolarly called mata genie^ L e^ 
** the kill people ;** and a serioos joke it has proved to 
the poor Indians for the last two hundred and iifty 
years. 

The ore, now reduced to powder, is taken to the hui- 
tron^ a large horizontal pavement in the middle of the 
ingeniot where it is deposited in heaps of twenty-five 
hundred weight each. Twenty of these heaps, which 
are called euerpo9f form one lava^ or washing, of ten 
eaxanet^ which is the usual quantity worked by one 
machine weekly ; the azogueros^ or mine proprietors, of 
the present day, not having sufficient capital to work 
upon a larger scale. 

The twenty euerpoa of pulverized ore being placed in 
the buitroHy a small quantity c^ water, with from 100 to 
150 pounds of salt,* is thrown into each heap, to which, 
when well mixed, quicksilver is added, according to the 
judgment of the heneficiader^ *^ amalgamator,*' who, pre- 
vious to these operations, assays the ore and ascertains 
its richness, which enables him to judge with precision 
the quantity required, and which is augmented in pro* 
portion to the richness of the ore. A great part of this 
quicksilver is subsequently recovered ; but the asoer. 
tained certain loss^ according io this method of amalga-^ 
mation, is half a pound of quicksilver foi: every halT 
pound of silver that is produced.! 

* There are inexhaastible deposits of salt within two or three 
days* jdumey from Potoai. 

t In Mexico, the atcgneroa lose, I believe, generally from eleven 
to fourteen ounces of oiercary for every eight ounces of sflver ex*- 
fncted firdm the ores. 
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After the quicksilver has been iocorporftted, water is 
•.g^ain added to the heaps until thej become a thiek 
Biud, which is worked up every day by peones tram- 
pling it with their naked feet, and stirring it with 
shovels. The amalgamator observes the state of these 
masses each day, and orders the addition of lime, or 
lead, or tin, or vitriol, or quicksilver, as the case may 
require, to facilitate the amalgamation of the mercury 
&nd silver. 

At the end of fifteen days, or thereabouts, when it is 
Considered that the quicksilver has collected all the 
particles of stiver which the ore contained, the process 
of amalgamation is concluded^ and that of the lava 
^washing) takes place. This operation is performed in 
a kind of pit, the bottom of which is upon an inclined 
plane, with a small door arranged like a sluice. All 
the cuerpo9, or heaps, are carried into it, and water is 
let in upon them by means of conduits, whilst two men 
with shovels are constantly stirring and assisting in li- 
quidating the mass. This gradually runs off by the 
small opening at the sluice, and falls into a well about 
three feet deep, in the bottom of which the quicksilver 
and silver from the ore are caught, whilst the earth and 
other lighter impurities are carried off by the running 
water. Lest, however, any of the silver or quicksilver 
ahouid escape^ fbere is a second well, about six or eight 
yards from the^rst, into which the water is conducted; 
and beyond this there is a third well, which Yeceives 
whatever, may not have been deposited in the first two. 
A lava of ten ca:6one$ takes eight or ten hours* to com- 
plete. -^ 

When the washing Is finiahed, the silver and quicksil- 
ver deposited in the wells are taken out, and put into a 
strong cloth, in which they are squeezed until as much 
quicksilver as can be thus expressied runs off. The mass 
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which remftiiM in the cloth is called peUa, This masB is 
put into a wooden mould, and pounded down with great 
force by a wooden pounder. During this operatioiirft 
farther quantity of quicksilver is squeezed out, and es- 
capes by a small aperture at the bottom of the mould. 
When the quicksilver ceases to run, the mass, now called 
pina^ is taken out of the mould, which has given it a py- 
ramidal form, resembling a sugar-loaf in siae and shape, 
excepting that the former is octagonal. 

The pim^ to undergo its last operation^ is placed in a 
sort of earthen oven, which we may call a crucible, round 
which a strong fire is made and kept up for the space of 
ten or twelve hours, when every particle o€ qnicksyrer 
is extracted by the action of the heat, and the pina re- 
mains a solid mass of pure silver, the smallest seldom 
weighing less than forty marcs, and the largest- rarelj 
exceeding one hundred and twenty, or say, SOlbe. 

. The pihae are taken to the National Bank and there 
purchased on account of government, at the rate of seven 
dollars and a half per marc (e^ht ounces), which being 
less than the intrinsic value, leaves a considerable profit 
to the government in their coinage. Besides this profit, 
there is also another arising from the aUoy which is 
^dded in the mint I repeatedly applied to the chief 
officer of the Com d» tnoneda for particulars npcta this 
and other points connected with his department, but in 
vain ; although.^omtsf s, ^* Tes sir, why not 7 &,c, &c.** 
on his pert were not wanting. 

A few years previously to the revolution, forty ingtniof 
were in active work at Potosi, and produeedat a moderate 
calculation eight thousand marcs ^tbur thousand pounds 
avoirdupois) of pure silver, Veekly. This produce, al- 
though infinitely below that of former years, is neveithe- 
less, as M. Humboldt observes, " undoubtedly stiQ too 
considerable to allow us to assert, ^at the mines of Polosi 
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«re no longer worth the trouUe of working.**^-** These 
mines, in their present state, (1803,)** ccntinnes M. Hum- 
boldt, '^are not the first in the known world; hut we 
rank them immediately aAer those of Gruanaxuato,** the 
richest mining district of Mexico. 

Since the period at which M. Humholdt wrote, the 
South American revolution has taken place 7 fifteen years 
of civil war have devastated tiie oountiy, and the fortunes 
of the wealthier inhabitants have been reduced to com- 
parative insignificance : but no where has destruction 
iieen more mischievously active, more complete, and 
more manifest, than in the property of the azogueros of 
Peru. Their expensive machinery has been wantonly 
destroyed by the enemy ; their extensive^^liigehioe have 
been, plundered and dilapidated ; their minbs, firmn having 
been so long abandoned, have crumbled in, filled with 
rubbish or with water, and their capitals, exposed to the 
arbitrary contributions of military chie&, have been re- 
duced to a pittance scarcely adequate, in the present day, 
to the decent maintenance of themselves and families. 
From these circumstances, it' cannot be a fiubject of sur- 
prise, that there are now only fifteen ingenios at work 
in Potosi, and those on a very limited scale) but still pro- 
ducing, collectively, on an average, fifteen hundred marcs 
of silver weekly, (say j£125,0(K) sterling per annum, 
nearly.) 

It has been supposed that a greater quantity of silver 
can be extracted from the ores. by amalgamation than 
what is obtained by the rude method of the natives. This 
is doubtful, but it ia quite certain that a greater profit 
may be obtained by a general improvement in the whole 
system. The advantages that may be calculated upon 
by the introduction of improvement and machinery, to 
mention only those of a saving, in time and consumption 
of quicksilver, are alone sufficient to held out |K>werful 

17* 
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indnoemeiits to theminer wiio doet nol relmqiudi all 
|Nnid0noe and judgment in the muiafement of his 
estaUMhmeQt. But, although I have not the pireflompr 
tkm to auppose that any itatement of mme can alter the 
opinions, which in the hour of dieappointmeDt were so 
suddenly adopted, and have since been so inveteralely 
maintaixked, by European speculators, on the subject of 
mining in South Americat I shall, notwithstanding their 
prejudices, offer a few obserratioosi. which for the most 
part are supported by paramount authority. 

The remarks that were published in many oi the 
Aewspq[>er8 on mining speculations, at the time of the 
great mania, were, if sometimes true, frequently the re- 
verse, but very seldom free from prejudice, arising either 
fit>m party spirit, the disappointment c^ extravagant 
hopes, or the design of accomplishing some private end. 
I recollect to have seen in a periodical, which has par> 
ticularly distinguished itself fot its indefiitigable seal in 
detecting, and its uncompromising spirit in opposing and 
BJfposing the numerous schemes that have been concocted, 
some in ignorance and folly, others in absolute fraud — 
the following observations on mining companies, bein^ 
** Extracts of a letter fit)m Peru.** ** To us, at so great 
a distance from England, these things appear very 
strange, to see on the lists of directors names of men 
pretending to character, and many of them tick" (this 
dimax of ekaracter<t by the way, to u» who have no such 
ingredient to boast o^ savoui% strongly of the ^ity), 
" thus exposing themselves to be covered with disgrace, 
for. not one of these companies can do any good.** We 
are not told vahy they cannot do any gfood ; but had ^ the 
writer stopped here, with reference to tAose co>>ifNifii«», 
their establishments, and their plans, he vrould notwith. 
Standing the vagueness of his assertion, have been per- 
fectly correct. But when he continues thus, — ** It 'is 
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phyBically impoasible they can succeed^ and thie must be 
known to every man who has been here, or who would 
take the trouble of enquiring/^^-Tlua, I reply, in hia 
own worda, eoeiy man who hma 6«en here must^ knme ia 
perfectly ridiculous. What has' occurred in the realms of 
nature, science, or art, to make it now **• physically im- 
possible" to work to advantage the silver mines of Peru? 
Have they not been worked &a three centuries to advan- 
tage, without any other interruption than that which has 
taken place solely in consequence of the politic events 
of the country ? I think I hear the vrriter reply — that it 
is precisely because they have been worked for such a 
length of time, that they are now unproductive^ nay, ex- 
hausted. But as well might it be said that the coal pits 
of Newcaslie are exhausted, because, they have been 
wiMrked for a long series of years. 

*^ Agents from London,*' continues the writer, "are 
seen or beard of in every province, bargaining for mines ; 
they have turned the brains of the ^^laniards, who had 
long given up mining in despair." — In despair of what ? 
— I may be permitted to ask this questi<m, because, here 
again, the why and the toherefore are not mentioned. 
The only deapair that could have troubled the Spaniards, 
vrith respect to their mines, was despair of the produce 
with which they annually loaded their ships ever reach- 
ing a port of Spain when that country was at war with 
Rtiglnnd. The chanccs then were, that every galleon 
which sailed for Spain would be either captured or blown 
up by British cruisers. Our history informs us that, even 
at the time of the Commonwealth, the capture of ^»anish 
ships lad^i with the produce of the mines of America 
was considered so certain, that Cromwell expected to 
pay his troops from the booty, without laying new 
burthens on the people. 

There could not have been cause for despair, under 
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an idem that their mines were ezhauited, or that there 
was any improbability of findiiigr new ones. But I need 
not intrude any opinion of my own, when I can adduce 
the evidence of a diatingoiahed aatiiority, whoee laboriooa 
inveatigationB in the New World have been particularly 
directed to the lubjeot of iti mineaw— " The abundance 
of mWex in the duun of the Andea is in greneral such, 
that when we reflect on the number of mineral deposito- 
ries which remain umioueked, w which have been vetjf 
mpeirficiaUif wroug^ht, we are telnpted to believe that 
Europeans have yet 9earctly begun to enjoy the inex- 
haustible fund of wealth contained in the New World.^ 
— ^ I am not ignorant that, in thus expressing myself^ I 
am directly opposed to the authors of a great number of 
works on political economy, in which it is affirmed that 
the mines of America are partly exhautted and partly too 
deep ever to be worked with advantage, &c.** — " It ap- 
pears to me superfluous to refute opinions at variance 
with innumerableyocts, and we ought not to be astonished 
at the extreme levity with which people in Europe judge 
of the state of the mines of the New World.*** 

I readily admit that many blanks occur in the lottery 
of mining, and that enormous sums have been lavished 
in the speculation ; but it is not lees true that, in many 
cases, ^ the magnitude of the object bears a fidr propor- 
ticm to the magnitude of the stake." 

A celebrated author, who wrote fifty years ago, thus 
expressed himself on the wealth of the mines of South 
America. **The exuberant proflision with which the 
mountains of the New World poured forth their treasures 
astonished mankind, who had been accustomed hitherto 
to receive a penurious supply of the precious metals from 

* Humboldt, Political Eraajr on New Spain, vol. iii. ehap. xL, 
where all the facts alluded to maj 1>e seen, and tlie corroboration 
of them in " Ward'i Mexico." 
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the more souity stores nontaiiiRd in the nuaes of the an* 
cient hemisphere. According* to prinei^eB of cempata* 
tion which appear to be extremely moderate, the quantit j 
of gold and silver that has been regularly entered in the 
ports of Spain is equal in yalue to four miHions sterling 
annually, reckoning from the year 1492, in which Ame* 
rica was discovered, to the present time. This, in two 
hundred and eighty-three years; amounts to eleven hun- 
dred and thirty-two millions* Immense as this sum is, 
the Spanish writers contend, that as much more ought 
to be added, in considei>ation of treasure which has been 
extracted from the mines, and imported fraudulently into 
Spain, without paying duty to the king. By this account, 
Spain has drawn from the New World a supply of wealth, 
amounting at least to two thoutand mUlionB of pounds 
sterling."* Another celebrated writer, when mentioning 
the enormous wealth in gold and silver which the 
Spaniards found in the New World, observes, that it was 
not equal to the riches of the mines. ^ Les riehuseique 
Von trouva dans let pays eonquU n''etoient pourtant pas 
proportwnnees it cdles de leur minesyf And who can 
assert that those mines are ** exhausted," in a country 
where the aid of machinery has never been introduced, 
and where thousands of square leagues are yet unex- 
plored ? 

. It may not be considered irrelevant to remark, that 
the statement of the amount of gold and silver imported 
into Europe from America, as given by Robertson, Of- 
fers materially from that by Humboldt. Indeed, all the 
writers on this subject disagree one with the other ; but 
whoever wishes to investigate it with precision, cannot 
fail of being gratified in ctmsulting ttumboldt^s ^ Politi- 
cal Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain," wherein he 

* Robertson, Hist of America. 
t Montevq. Etqi. des Loiz. 
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reduQ«i the whole to as aocumte a oondoaion as can well 
be expected, where so very much depends upon mere con- 
jecture. It seems, however, to be admitted, that Europe 
received much more gold than silver from the New World, 
untU the di»em>ery of the mountain af Potoei — a circum- 
stance which encourages me to give thfe following par- 
ticulars of that celebrated place, under the hope, that 
they will be found both curious and interesting. 

Doctor Nicol, a medical gentleman who has been prac- 
tising his profession for some years past with the greatest 
success in Peru, presented me with an original manu- 
script, written by one of the last Spanish ministers of 
finance in South America, and dedicated by him to the 
celebrated Godoy, then at the acme of his power. The 
title page translated runs thus : "• Manifest of the annual 
production of the copious stream of silver, poured forth 
from the wonderful mountain of Potosi, from its disco- 
very to the 31 8t of December, 1800. Drawn up by the 
minister who signs it, and remits it to the greatness of 
the most excellent Signer the Prince of the Peace. — 
Signed on the 1st May, 1802, by Lamberto de Sierra, 
Minister of Finance, Accountant and Treasurer of the 
Royal Coffers in the imperial city of PotosL" 

In the preface, the writer observes, ** My work, most 
excellent sir, is very short, but cost me much labour to 
arrange in a clear methodical manner, having examined 
with infinite patience two hundred and forty-six royal 
books ; an operation which none of my predecessors in 
office had ever before attempted ; thereby giving me the 
satisfaction to think, that this curious document will 
serve at least to adorn the distinguished library of your 
excellency, whose important lifb may Grod preserve many 
years." 

The accidental discovery of the riches of the moun- 
tain of Potpsi, I have alluded to on a former occasion. 
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and it ia well authenticated, that an Indian named Diego 
Gualca, when pursuing a lama, made that diaeovery in 
the year 1545 ; but the manuscript in question gives a 
different account of the particulars ; for, instead of the 
Indian ** pulling up a shrub, at the roots of which he 
found a mass of silver,^* and which is the general report, 
it is herein stated, that ** at night he made a fire on the 
side of the mountain, and in the morning he perceived a 
quantity of silver, that had melted and spread on the 
surface of the around ; which circumstance is noted in 
the archives ot this treasury/* I think there ore reasons 
for inclining to the former account as the most probable, 
and although it is very inunaterial which of them hap- 
pens to be the true one, I did not wish to pass over the 
statement given in an authentic document. 

" Having examined,*' continues the treasurer, " the 
great number of books that have accumulated in this 
office from the period of its foundation, it results, that in 
the year 1556, the working of these mines formally com- 
menced, then reigning the majesty of the Lord Don 
Philip II. (u)Ao in glory is !) But for the eleven years 
preceding, that is, from 1545, in which this mountain 
was discovered, no account exists of what it ]H'oduced, 
or of the duties which ought to have been paid to his 
majesty. Those which are proved to have been paid 
and received into this treasury, from the aforesaid year 
1556 to the 31st December, 1800, are represented in 
each year of the two hundred and forty-six years which 
this certified document embraces.!* 

These two hundred and fi>rty-six years the treasurer 
divides into three periods. The first includes twenty- 
three years, when the duties on the produce of the mines 
were tw;enty per cent, called royal fiflhs. 

The second period includes one hundred and fifly-eight 
years, when the same royal fifths were levied, together 
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with an addhional tax of one and a half per oenk calM 
dereehM 4e eobot^ making the exorbitant dnty of twenty* 
one and a half per cent io the crown, and *which that 
barbarona edict the Mita, i. e* the conacription by which 
the Indians were forced to gratoitons, or nearly gratiu- 
tons, labour, chiefly enabled the mine proprietors to pay. 
Twelve thousand Indians, according to Miller, were an*, 
anally subject to the Mita conscription in Potosi ; hot 
it is now acknowledged that the forced labour of the In- 
dians Was not of such very great advantage to the mine 
proprietors as some have supposed. Half the number of 
men at gratuitous labour perform that which occupied 
nearly double the number under the Mita system, when 
it must not be forgotten, the proprietors were under the 
necessity of feeding and supporting their slaves, although 
they paid them little or no wages. 

**' It has been computed," observes Miller, ** that «ight 
millions two hundred and eighty-five thousand Indians 
have perished in the mines of Peru !'' Assuredly this 
would not have been the case under a wise government, 
which in discountenancing the barbarities of slavery, 
held out fit encouragement to free labour. And* he al- 
ludes to the mines of Germany and Hungary, where the 
workmen emjdoyed live happily, and prefer their cchi- 
dition to any other. 

Powerfol, however, as the assistance obtained by this 
work of cruel slavery may have been, it was not suffi- 
cient to admit of the continuance of a duty so oppressive, 
when the ores ceased to yield the enormous riches which, 
for a great portion of this period, (according to the docu- 
ment in th^ treasury,) averaged at different periods, 25, 
50i 100, and even 500 marcs ' of silver the eaxon; with- 
out including iht great-number ofyeart uoken sdid sUver 
009 cut with ckitek out of the rich or principal vein. 
It appears that, for the first seventy-three years of this 
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period, the dvtiee paid to the evown vaounted to near^ 
eighty-eight millions of doUart, of which the year 1593 
oontribated the largest som, vi2p " one million five hun- 
dred and eigfaty^niae thousand ax hundred and sixty- 
two dollars.'* But, when the Veta Rica and other very 
rich mines were exhausted or inundated, the lahour of the 
poor Indians was not sufficiont to enable their merciless 
masters, who lived in an extravagantly expensive man- 
ner, to pay the king's fifths. Accordingly, in the year 
1736, these rapacious exactions were reduced to realef 
diMmo9^ (royal tenths) and from that date, up to the 
year 1801, the third and last period is included. 

The return, which has been published, exhibits at one 
view the sums paid in each period to the crown, and 
also the principals &om which such sums were deducted ; 
the latter amounting, in the language of the manuscript, 
to " the very commendable sum" of neulj eight hundred 
and twenty-four miUions of dollars! thereby proving the 
Abb^ Raynal's assertion, that in no country on the globe, 
has nature ever oiSered to the avidity of man such mines 
of riches as those of Potosi. 

Now, although the return evidently places Potosi— 
** precious jewel of nature!" without any rival in the 
mineral world hitherto known, a few short extracts from 
the treasurer's manuscript wiU show, that, enormous as 
the sum is, it probably is not more than a fourth part 
of the actual amount extracted from this mountain. 
Humboldt says, that mare than a third pf the silver was 
nsver registered. 

It must not escape attention, that the millions above 
mentioned are those only which were actually paid in 
dtttiea, and all the world knows the schemes practised, and 
the exertions made, to^ evade duties, which, even under 
the most vigilant regulations, are frequently attended 
with success. It is therefore impossible to say to what 

VOL. I. 18 
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extent emiiggliiig may h^ve been eurried in . ooimlry 
where abfiues of «]1 kinds were general ; where the ra- 
pacity and peculation of officers and all pablic ftmc 
tionaries were notxnrioiu; where the unreaaonable excess 
of the duties made the temptation to evade them |Hro> 
portionably fpreat ; and where the ftcility of doing so ^ 
was aided by the onguarded and peculiar nature of the 
country.. 

The produce of the first eleven years, previous to the 
formal working of the mines, of which no aeeount v^as 
given, is likewise to be considered. So also is the pro- 
digious quantity manu&ctnred every year into articles 
>of furniture, ornaments and utensils of every kind, that 
were to be seen in extravagant profusion in the church^ 
and in the houses of the rich, and in abundance in those 
of others ; none of which paid the dutief, nor has kdj^ 
account been kept of their value. 

The temptation to smuggle silver to the ports of the 
Pacific and elsewhere was irresistible ; " the French and 
Portuguese,** according to Don Lamberto, " paid firom 
eleven to fourteen dollars j^r marc of eight ounces, for 
which the government paid but seven dollars and a half: 
this, with the duty of 31) per cent, that was evaded, 
made it a lucrative trade for the contrabandista, and the 
extent to which it was carried on is altogether unknown. 

When these circumstances are considered, the moet 
extravagant conjecture would probably fall short of the 
true amount of the riches extracted firom Fotosi. A cu- 
rate, named Alonzo Barba, has calculated, that the ^um- 
ber of dollars coined firom the silver of the mountain, 
would ^ cover an extent of sixty square leagues. !** We 
may fairly state that in the actual value produced the 
palm of superiotity above any mining district in the 
world, is fairly due to the Cerro del Potosi* 
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CHAPTER XVU. 

Opening of the college of Pichincha— Improvement in the public 
n)ind— Purchase of pictures — Barbarous edict against dogs— 
House rent— Visit to die lakea— Mining distiict of Puno. 

May 2d. Our cluef commiasioner having transferred 
th« charge of our concerns into my hands, left Potosi for 
Arica, there to wait the arrival of our ship, the cargo of. 
which^^has been calculated to exceed three thousand 
mule loads. Banm Gzettritz has also set out for Puno, 
to survey the 'mines in that province, where there is 
t every prospect of forming a beneficial establishment 

6th. All the pubUc wathorities, with a large concourse 
of people, went in procession to open the college of 
Pichincha, an establishment for public instruction upon 
a Hberal system, one of the first of the kind in this part 
of the country. The building, which has been chosen 
J iox a college, where the rising generation are to imbibe 

the spirit of tolerance, and acquire the principles of a 
^ liberal education, had been for upwards of one hundred 

and twenty years the gloomy abode of ivijoleranct^ in- 
dolence, and superstition. It was a convent of bearded 
Bethlemite friars, Rdigiosos Beilemitat^ who have 
s^ been ejected, and theil* ampl^ possessions^ which sup- 

^ ported in luxury and sloth a useless herd of private in- 

" dividnals, have now been appropriated to the mainte- 
nance of a public institution of the first importance to 
^ the state. 

An assembly was held in the chapef of the college, 

formerly the rich and gaudy chttrch of the convent. 

i ' Here the ceremony was opened by a Latin speech, de> 

I Uvered by one of the intended students, chiefly in 'praise 

of Bolivar and Sucre, whcmi all the speakers that fol- 
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iowed, alio made the theme of their diacoarse in Span- 
iah. The prefect charged the governors and maaters 
who were to be entmsted with the education of the 
scholara, to bring them up in a very different manner 
from that in which he himself and all his contemporaries 
had been brought up under their late despots. He re- 
commended them to take example from the English 
nation, whoee principles of liberality and tolerance had 
obtained them the respect and admiration of the unz?eree. 
The clergyman who had been selected as head master of 
the establishment, followed in an equally liberal strain, 
and exulted in the h<»iour of his appointment to preside 
orer the first institution for the instruction of the yoath 
of his country in which their education was free, and 
not, as hitherto, subject to the blighting influence of a 
despotic wiU. Other speakers made honourable mention 
of Lockoi Socrates, Newtim, Canning, Plato, Boyle, 
Washington, Alexander the Great, Homer, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar. When all were tired of speaking, whieli 
was not be&re all were tired of listenii^, the company 
withdrew from the church to the re&ctory, where, if the 
tables were not laden as luxuriously as in the days of 
the fiithers, there was at least a repast sufficient to afford 
a cou]^ of hours of genuine hilarity. The event which 
the party had met to celebrate was one of present joy 
and future hope to every body ; it was, in truth, a grand 
epoch in the annals of a nation, which, by its own per- 
severing struggles had just emancipated itself from a 
state of the most abject slavery ; and as the surest pre- 
ventive against its recurrence, this first establishment for 
the free education of youth was fouiided in general joy 
And jubilee, under the conviction of the truth of their 
motto, which was selected from the works of PAbb^ de 
Mably i-^L'vutructioH puhlique ett mum douU ia meU^^ 
Uure ba9e de9 mmin. 
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Inrtraetion, poUie or priviite, on tiberal principles, 
was eontnaj to the ajUbBm of the late rulers of America. 
The darker the ignoranoe* in which the mincb of the 
people were held, thtf easier the task of keeinng them in 
hamiliating bondage ; for incarceration of the mind, it 
is admitted, like that of the body, subdues its energies, 
and lulls into apathy aud indifference. But, prejudiced 
must that eye be which cannot discern the dawn that is 
now succeeding the late long and gloomy night of odiou^ 
oppression. -There are some, however, who imagine that 
these people have scarcely advanced a single step beyond 
that benighted period, when the timid Indian, with 
reverential awe beheld a white man with a beard as a 
divinity from heaven ; wbon the discharge of fire arms 
waa beUeved to be the thunder and lightning of avenginjr 
gods; and when the horse champing his bit was looked 
on with . dread amazement. There are some who 
scarcely admit that these people now know themselves 
to be men, and all mankind to be but their fellow-crea- 
tures — a knowledge in the present case not altogether so 
simple and superficial as the expression of it may appear 
— it is the consequence of that intellectual improvement 
which has commenced and, with the spirit of liberty, 
must in due time extend with powerful effect throng- 
out the boundless range of this imperifectly known por. 
tion of the globe. Already has the state of Buenos 
Ayres, notwithstanding its political dissensions, advanced 
in aU the improvements of civilisation beyond any pre- 
cedent; in an instant she has made astride of half a cen- 

* Permission was solicited of Charles IV. to found a university 
in Venezuela : his majesty, having consulted the council of the 
Indies, answered in a royal decree, that he did not conceive it 
-pi'oper for learning to become general in America. See, summary 
of the Spanish Colonial System, drawn from 90urces of unques- 
tionable authenticity in Miller's Memoirs, Vol. I. 

18* 
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torj. In the repnUie of Chili the erile of diearder and 
mierole aeem to have rabeided, and the adrantagee of 
peace and induatry, firom which the true greatneei of a 
natian epringa, have become the peayhar care of the 
legiaktnre. 

These examples cannot be thrown away upon the 
neighbouring states, who, though tardy in following 
them, are by no means insensible to their paramoimt 
importance. Let ns not be deceived by onr prejndioeB, 
or by any eontemptoons feeling towards this **• semi4iar^ 
barons** peoj^e ; for altiiough much remains to be per-, 
formed, and civil contentions still continue to dietract 
them, yet tiie stream of living waters having gnsbed 
forth, will assuredly flow on ; and even the next genera- 
tion may see it diverge in a thousand channels, diffusing 
its fertilising effects through every class of sodety, and 
converting many a dreary desert into a scene of hap|M- 
ness and joy. 

€th. The feilowing extracts from the first letter I 
wrote to the directors after the departure of our chief 
commissioner from Potosi, exhibit the hopes we enter, 
tained of the success of our speculation. 

" Gentlemen, 
** Although I have nothing particular to add to what 
Greneral Paroissien mentioned in his last despatch, yet 
as it must be gratifying to your Board to hear that your 
concerns in this quarter of the world continue to pro. 
misevirell, I think it my duty not to let the post depart 
without a few lines. I can assure you we have hitherto 
had every cause to congratulate ourselves on our pros- 
pects, as well as on our favourable reception by the go- 
vemment, the authorities, and indeed by all dasses of 
the people ; and should the good ship Potosi arrive at 
the port of her destination in safety, and your Board 
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continue for a 'short time to support us, no doubt can 
exist of our ultiinale success. 

**My constant intercourse with persons capable of 
giving' information on the subject of our enterprise, and 
my friendly intimacy with every person of reputation 
here, enable me confidently and conscientiously to make 
this assertion. 

^ Every preparation has been made at Arica for the 
reception of the ship, the arrival of Which we wait with 
^Ungs of the deepest anxiety ; and such is the state of 
progress in which omr ingenio and mines now are, that 
after the arrival of our artificers and implements, every 
hour may be turned to account . In Oruro, a thousand 
quintals of barley have been bought to feed our mules on 
their transit, and every precaution has been taken to 
provide the needfiil for our peof^e. 

**• The a'bsence of our chief commissioner firom head 
quarters for so long a time as he is likely to be detained, 
is much to be regretted ; but I hope'.by unremitting at- 
tention in some degree to make up fi>r the abilities of 
Grenerol Paroissien. I shall only add, that so long as 
the management and control of your concerns remain in 
my hands, I shall perform my duty to the utmost of my 
power. 

** I have the honour to be, &c.*' 

In the foregoing letter I enclosed a copy of a memo- 
rial, presented by ou^ chief commissioner to the presi- . 
dent of the republic, soliciting certain rights and privi- 
leges, and claiming a security for the association in all '. T ^ . 
its future undertakings. The substance of the memorial 
was as follows : — 

I. That the Potosi, La Paz, and Peruvian mining 
company may enjoy the protection of the government, 
and of the laws. 
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IL That the oompttiy, through its lepratentatm, 
may purchase either from goremmeiit, or from fMrmte 
indtTicliiala, mineg, amalgamation works, eatatea, or ^ther 
property, and that it may fully enjoy all privil^geB and 
exemptions, such aa aro specially guaranteed to the cor- 
poration oiaxogueroi, or mine proprietors, 

m. That in the event of a war between this republic 

''and any other state, all the property belonging to the 

company shall be respected according to the law of na. 

tions, and that the individuals dependent on the company 

shall enjoy the same privileges as in time of peace, &c. 

The government replied to the foregoing by a decree 
to the following effect : — 

It is conceded to the chief commissioner or represent- 
ative of the English mining company of Potoei, to un. 
dertake his operations within this state, under the gua- 
rantees and securities which are solicited in the several 
articles of his memorial, subject to the laws of the state. 
The government farther offer every protection due to an 
enterprise of so much advantage to the country, &c. 

S4th. In the mornings and evenings we have now 
very sharp cold, and at night frost The day resembles 
our very finest, j^arpest March weather in England ; 
but the sun, as may be expected between the nineteenth 
and twentieth degree of latitude, is, of course, much 
hotter. The sky here is such as Is seldom seen in 
Europe, being one spotless canopy of the purest azure, 
and the atmosphere so dry, that in pulling off a flannel 
waistcoat or worsted stocking in the dark, sparks are 
distinctly seen, and the same in patting or rather rub- 
bing a horse^s neck, which sometimes emits sparks and 
sounds like an electrifying machine. 

26th. Accidentally strolling into the church, La 
Matriz, an ancient building erected by the Jesuits, and 
gazing round me at something or at nothing, several 
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pictures between two and three ftet eqnure, in a moet 
neglected state, attracted mj attenticMi, and eeeined, 
tfaroagh the accamulated dost of ages, even at the 
great height at which they hnng, to merit clofler exa- 
mination. I requested the sacristan to take one down; 
and, hy means of a scaifolding, which we ingeniously 
composed of tables, confession-chairs, and three thick 
mass^books, he succeeded in wresting from the spiders 
a Holy Family, which safely descended upon earth in 
a cloud of duet. Upon examining the picture, I was 
not disappointed; it exhibits traces of an easy, if not an 
able hand, of the Italian school^ and is painted upon 
coi^r; but no name, initials, or monogram appeared, by 
which to ascertain the master. The subject is that of 
the Holy Family in their flight to Egypt. They are 
seated on the lefl, under a i^ade of fruit and forest trees; 
the Virgin Mother, with a ray of glory round her l]|ead, 
is dressed in a blue tunic, which hangs loosely upon her 
shoulders, and, falling in ample folds, covers the whole 
of the lower part of her person; an under garment, of 
which the body and right sleeve are only seen, is of light 
purple. The countenance is perfectly feminine and 
pleasing; the head is gracefully turned in an attitude of 
attention to Joseph, who seems to be explaining the 
subject of a book which lies open upon his knees. The 
in&nt Saviour is seated on the lap of his mother, and in 
the act of stretching out his hands with infimtine anx- 
iety to catch a bunch of flowers, which one of a group 
of four children is playfully presenting. The ease, the 
attitude, and the colouring of the infant, are in every 
respect to be admired. The same may be said of Jo- 
seph, whose countenance is full of mild though manly 
expression; he is not, as we so frequently see him repre. 
scnted, in the last sUge of decrepitude, but a hale man 
of forty.five or fifly. Four children, gracefully group* 
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ed, are dandng before the principal figurea, but notwith- 
atandjng their nmy health and javenile animation, I wish- 
ed them all at school, for thu conceit of the maater is 
not in accordance with all that we know of the hietory 
of the flight into Egypt. On the right is a distant vievr 
of a citjr; the landscape, though pleasing^ has been eri- 
dently but a secondary consideration with the paintBr. 
The whole, however, forms an extremely interesting' 
picture, and wonid be considered an ornament to any 
collection. 

The Jesuits brought many valuable paintings to this 
country, but almost all have been lost, or have perished 
by neglect. Among those which hung round the walls 
of the church, were otbejs, apparently by the same hand 
as the former. The subject of one of them is Christ 
exorcising tL> evil spirit from the man possessed of de- 
vils; a very spiriteJ nroduction. Another, is the Sama- 
ritan woman at the well. A third, the woman kissingr 
the hemof Chriiit*s garmentj^all good compositions, and 
pleasing pictures. 

Tl^e sacristan was so surprised and so wearied by my 
long examination of snch rubbith^ that he went and ac- 
quainted the curate with the circumstance. The enrate 
acquainted the rector, that d Senor Secretario (the ap- 
pellation by which I am usually known at Potosi) had 
been all the forenoon examining ios pi7iJtura9 antiguat de 
lot JetuitoBy and seemed to take a great fancy to them. 
• — "*• Do you think he'd buy them?" said the curate.-;^ 
" Ask him,*' said the rector,^ — ^CorrienU^^ (with all my 
heart,) said the curate, who came and enquired if such 
was my wish. — I replied in the affirmative, so fiir as re. 
garded four of them.-^** You must take all or none,'* 
said the curate.—** That's hard," said I, and so I thought 
it, to be compelled to take a houseful of rubbish, in or- 
der to become possessed of one or two articles of gtis/o. 
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«* What do you Mi for the whole'/** said I.~-« Two han. 
' died knd twenty dollars,** said the curate. 

Now, from the first merchant or the most respectable 
person of any condition in America down to the woman 
at her fruit-sUll, «* What do you ask?" is always the first 
question of a purchaser; the second, '^Wbat will you 
take?" and the answer to these preliminary interroga- 
tories are frequently as wide of each other as Cape 
Horn and Cape Clear. I have known the price tdktn 
reduced to a third of that which was asked. This Jew- 
like custom is so general, that although the price asked 
fi)r any article be less than what the purchaser at first 
expected) still he would rather go without it than take it 
at the original demand; there -must be an abatement, or 
no. sale can be effected. The consequence is, that mer* 
chants, and all those who may have any thing to self, 
from an estate to a pair of shpes, ask a price far beyond 
what they have any expectation of getting. 

My second question to the curate was therefore— 
"What will you take?*'—" I will take two hundred dol- 
lars,** said he. — *^ If you will take one hundred and fifty,'* 
said I, " the bargain is made.'* — *^ Venga la pUtta^"^ (down 
with your dost,; said the curate, " for I am in a hurry, 
and must go to the convent to con&ss Dona Jesusa, a 
sick nun.'* — I counted out one htmdred and fifty dollars, 
with which the curate walked off, leaving me his bless- 
~ ing into the bargain. 

The pictures were delivered, and I believe to this hour . 
we are both satisfied.^ 

30th. An order has been issued for all silversmiths, 
I , blacksmiths, and shoemakers, to produce to the chief of 

I police, within the space of seven days, ten dead dogs 

I each, under the penalty of twelve dollars for every dog 

that may be wanting of the number. This, I. under- 
stand, b an annual decree, in consequence of the in- 
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OTMM of thoM animab in and aboat Potosi. Their 
Dumber is certainly very great, for an Indian ia Beldom teen 
unaccompanied by two, tbree, or four ; but they might 
eaaiiy be destroyed in a leas'^barbaroua manner than that 
which is practised here, which is absolutely a ret»roach 
upon the government that permits it, and a disgrace to 
the people who can calmly witness the scene. The master 
workmen who are called upon for their quota of dogs, 
employ boys, to whom they pay a media^ three.pence, 
for every dog they bring, dead or alive, to their door. 
These urchins go through the streets in pairs, one fomish- 
ed with a lasso, the other with a club. When sufficiently 
near to their game, the lasso is dexterously thrown, and, 
the dog being noosed, the club is then employed, until 
death puts an end to the dreadful bowlings which pro- 
claim through the neighbourhood the sufferings of the 
unfortunate animal. The mangled carcass is then 
dragged to the door of him who contracted for it, and 
there it remains, with others, in a disgusting heap, un- 
til the number is complete. The boys on these occasions 
have carte blaneke; no one can reprehend them, and no 
dog is exempt, during seven days, irom this murderous 
decree: those who have a favourite must therefore keep 
him closely imprisoned during that period. 

The first intimation I received of this guerra de 
muerie (war of death) was when riding in the morning^ 
to our ingenio, accompanied as usual by Carlo, I heard 
him suddenly cry out in a tone of distress; and turning 
round to discover the cause, I saw that he had been, 
struck in the attempt to be lassoed. Immediately after- 
wards, I saw a heap of dead dogs at the door of a smith, 
and upon enquiry, I was informed of the goverhmeot de- 
cree, and warned to take care of my friend. I thanked 
the smith for his information, and galloped home, follow- 
ed close at my honM*s heels by Carlo, with his tail down. 
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ears back, and so perfectly on the ipd vive, that it was 
easy to perceive he had heard the deadly news, and was 
aware of the dan^r he had escaped. 

Jane 1st This day I took poaMssion of a hoose, which 
I hired fox receivingr the people and cargo of our ship; 
it is the hirgest in Potosi, and certainly ranks among 
the very good houses of America. It contains many 
spacious rooms, with innumerable closets, dark holes 
and comers, adapted for store-rooms: also tiltos, (mean- 
ing a second story,) which from the deamess and ex- 
treme scarcity of timber, all houses in Potosi do not 
possess. In those districts, where earthquakes are pre- 
valentt dUo$ are not usual; on account of the danger at- 
tending their fall. The house in question has the ad- 
vantage of having the vwindows of all the principal 
apartments glazed; a very expensive luxury in this quar- 
ter of the world, where cotton or linen hltnds have 
hitherto supplied the place of glass, but, since the inter- 
ooitfse with Europe, the latter is coming into general 
use. 1 have hired the house from the Ist of June, for 
one year, at the rate of eight hundred and fifly dollars, 
which, although under one hundred and seventy pounds 
sterling, is nevertheless considered a high rent. The 
house we at present oCcQpy at a rent of seventy pounds 
IB a very gpod one, but little more than a third of the 
siae of the eosa lAnares^ which is |he name of our new 
house, called afler its owner, Doiia Josefa de Linares, a 
lady of a family of wealth and distinction. 

This day corresponds with our first of Debember in 
Europe; the weather, however, is very djffi»rent, being 
extremely dry, and net a cloud to be seen in the firma- 
Bsent Very hot in the sun, and very cdiA in the shade, 
is the usual temperature of Potosi; but, as I hai^e before 
observed, there being neither thermometer nor barome- 

roL. I. ' 19 



218 



TBAvsLi iH nntiT. 



tar in the impsrial city, and oon beinf imroli«B on 
ma journey, I cannot Moertain. the ezioi degree of 
tamperatore, though at this aeaaon the mean of the 
thermometer may probably be aboat 60^. For my own 
part, I conaider the weather good, and I am certain tbo 
climate is healthy. • 

Jane l4th. This govemment has jost issued a decree, 
offiwing special protection to foreigners who may come 
and reside in the Republic, and setting forth that all re- 
ligions are tolerated, nn indulgence unheard of and un- 
known during the dominion of Spain. This is as it 
should be; a grand atep in the career of liberty, and 
proves that the people wish to become the associates of 
fieeroen. 

30th. A delightfully fine, sharp, fresh morning. At 
an early hour I mounted n^y horse, and proceeded in 
company with a large party, to visit Las Lagunas, the 
Iskes, constructed by the Spaniards for {he supply of the 
town with water, or rather for the supply of the ma- 
chinery of the ingenioe, without which they could not 
have procured in such abundance that which engroesed 
their whole aUention, and gave them much greater con. 
oem than the public accommodation-- ^the acquirement 
of the precious metals. 

After riding about two leagues through the barren, 
stcmy, rocky, mountainous country, which environs Po- 
tosi» we came to the first lake, in describing which, I 
describe them all, amounting to thirty-seven. Hie place 
chosen forHhe lake is a narrow valley, so situated that 
nothing was required in the construction, except a strong* 
dam or breast-work run acroes fVom the mountains on 
each side, and of sn^ient height and strength to kee^ 
in the water, which in the rainy season pours in floods 
into the valleys. A sluice in the middle of the breast-- 
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work regulates the qumntity of water sent by means of 
conduits to the town, to supply the public fountains and 
those of private houses ; that fiir the ingenioe u eetkt in 
a sti'eara of sufficieirt ft»rce to turn their ung^ainly ma* 
chin^ry. One of these lakes, about ten mil^ from the 
town, can alone supply the whole city for six months, but, 
4ii consequence of it and others being out of repair, and 
two very dry seasons following, the inhabitants were 
last year in the greatest necessity and alarm for want of 
"Water. 

These lakes were formed upwards of two huxktred 
years ago, a,t ^lormous and much needless expense ; for 
it was pointed out to me, and indeed I thought it suffi- 
ciently obvious, that whhin two miles of the town, in- 
stead of six, seven, eight, nine,' and ten kniles distant, 
there were situations equally eligible for forming lakes, 
or if it so pleased, <me lake capable of containing a quan> 
tity of water equal to that of the^ whole thirty-seven. 

21. The mining district of Puno, where Baron Czet- 
tritz is now erurveying mines with the intention of pur- 
chasing them for our aiNK>ciation, seems to have escaped 
the notice of the indefatigable Huinboldt, which is rather 
surprising, as its mines were formerly astonishingly pro- 
ductive, and at the present day, their importance as a 
jgpeculation is not inferior to any of the New WorkL^ 
General Miller, who was prefect of the department, has > 
made very particular mention of the mining district in 
his late interesting memoii^ and' quotes from UUoa 
some passages relative to the unfortunate Saloedo, whose 
wealth acquired from these mines was the chief cause of 
his having been led to the scaffold under the vice-regal 
government of Lima. The following particulars re- 
specting the mines of Puno, hare for the most part been 
extracted from a document fent to me by our chief com- 
tnissioner, who mentions it to be •* the report of an in- 
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teUigent gentlemin, dimwn up by the desire of a Lioui 
merchant,** who has lately acquired property in the 
neighbourhood^with the intention of working the mines. 

Puno, like all other mineral districts in this country^ 
is situated in a high range of kills, forming the western 
boundary of the eztensiTe lake of Titicaca, which is 
eighty leagues in circumference^ and placed at an ele^a^ 
tion of 12J61 feet above the level of the Pacific Ocean. 
It was in this lake that the Indians at the thne of the 
conquest threw immense treasures of gold and silver^ to 
save them from fiiUing into the hands of the ' Spaniards ; 
among these was a famous gold chain, of extraordinary 
size, said to have been made by order of the Inca Hii^na 
Cap^, to commemorate a festival given on the birth of 
his eldest son. 

The hills of Puno are composed chiefly of a porf^y- 
ritic rock, which reposes on a sandstone formation, 8iml> 
lar to the red marl and sandstone fermation of the Bri- 
tish Islands, and to the great red sandstone formation or 
the continent of £(irope« In its general dispositicm, as 
in its mineralogical characters, the porphyry of Puno 
corresponds exactly with those metalliferous porphyries 
which have jp^uoed the immense riches of the Real 
del Monte, of the Bdanos, and partly of the Guanaxuato 
mines in Mexico, and with th6se of Hungary and Trao. 
'sylvania ; And, like them, it abounds in veins ccKataining- 
the precious metals. 

The hills of Cancharani,. Laycaycota, and San Jos^, 
are one continuous range, formed of this porphyry near> 
ly to their bases, and in it are situated the rich veins or. 
silver or^ which have rendered these several mines so 
celebrated. They contain all the ores~of silver hitherto 
met with in similar districts, the muriate and carbonate 
excepted. 

The great resemblanee which the mineral district of 
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Pono presents in its geological dispasiticm and metallic 
minetals to the rich mines of Mexico, warrants a belief 
nay a eonfidenoe, in theaJmost fabolons account of the 
produce of some of its amies, as handed down by history 
and by tradition to the present day. All the mines situ- 
ated in the hill of Lay caycota, once the property of Sal- 
oedo, hare acquired;' not <mly in Peru, but throughout 
Ameri,ca, a celebrity little inferior to those of Potosi. 

One of die minee on the summit of the cerro de Lay- 
caycota {^ educed in a few years such immense wealth 
to Salcedo, as to collect round him a great number of ad- 
venturers from ^e mother country ; so great was his 
generosity, that he would allow his needy countrymen, 
who applied to him for relief to enter his minesy-and 
work for a certain time, leaving the chance of their 
profits to their own labour : this was at all times, even 
imder the worst luck, an extremely valuable license* 
The influence which his liberality procured for him^ ex- 
cited the jealousy of the vice-regal government, and in 
the year 1669, disturbances of a serious nature, in which 
Salcedo took a conspicuous part, hiavihg broken out at 
Funo, the viceroy proceeded thither in person, made him 
prisoner, and carried him to Lima, wh^re he was exe^ 
cuted as a public traitor. His mines were then taken 
possession of by the Spanish government, and worked 
until water gained access^ and compelled their abandon- 
ment, at a moment, when, according to authentic re- 
cords, ^confirmed by local tradition, *^ pure silver was cut 
in solid masses from the body of the veins.** 

It is to be regretted that the archives containing an 
eccount of the produce of the mines during Salcedp's 
life have been destroyed; a document, however, has-been 
fiirnished by the provincial government (^ Ptono^ ex- 
hibiting a produce fat a, short period, which, if it wers 
not founded on official record, we could scarcely credit. 

19* 
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9y this dociuiieot it appean* that in the apaoe of tw^w 
montha* 163,569 marca of ailver« amounting to j£S29,00O 
aterling, were ** regigUred^^ at the provincial treasury ; 
and this ia to be oonaiilered as a Tery ordinary year» 
since, in another twelve montha» the amount of ** dutis* 
paid" into the same treasury, exceeded one million oT 
doUara, which ftt the rate of 11| per cent supposes the 
produce of the mines to have amounted to the enonnooB 
quantity of 1,240,000 marcs of silver, or jei,740,000 ster- 
Ung, within the space of one year, exclusively of what 
was manufactured or carried away without paying any 
duty. This produce fiur exceeds any thing of the kind 
in modem times« and only finds a parallel in the returns 
ibmished by the mine of Veto ni;gra de Smnbrerete^ in 
Mexico, a single seam of which produced in five or six 
months, all charges deducted^ a net profit of twenty mil« 
lions of francs, or JC833.400 sterling. The proprietary 
of thb mine is in the fiunily of Fagoaga, Marquis odT 
Apartado, who, M. Humboldt observes* exhibits the ex« 
ample of the greatest wealth erer derived from a mine. 
That of BxecaitMy in the district of Real del Monte, may 
perhaps also be mentioned as a parallel, it having made 
its proprietor, the Conde de Regla, one of the richest 
men of the age. In the year 1774 he had already drawn 
a net profit of nearly a million and a half British sterling 
firom his mine. And, as a proof of the princely munifi- 
oence of the conde» he constructed at his own expense, 
at the Havana,, two ships of war, one of them of 120 
guns, which he presented as a firee gift to his sovereign^ 
King Charles the Thirds 

About thirty years ago,, the mines of San Jos6 and 
Laycaycota were very productive^ until water flowed in, 
for draining which adits were commenced; but bad 
management, want of capital, and interruption fiK>m 
civU war^ have likewise occasioned their abandonments 
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These mineSf however, are considered among the most 
valuable in Peru, and, possessixig- a combination of ad. 
vantages mrely to be met with in such speculations, 
they are well adapted for a company of a few individuals 
who would undertake to work them. The sum neces- 
sary fer the undertaking, upon a liberal scale, may be 
estimated at about JC20,000 sterling. An abundant sup- 
ply of miners can at all times be obtained from among 
the large Indian population collected round the chief 
town of the department, where the price of labour does 
not exceed two shillings a ^ay . No expensive European 
machinery is requisite : the compact nature of the rock 
dispenses with the cost of arching the adits and galleries : 
the well known richness of, the ore ensures a profitable 
return, and the repayment of all disbursements might 
reasonably be expected within eighteen months from the 
period of commencing the operations. It is confidently 
asserted, that the mines of San Jos^ and I^ycaycota 
might, in a short period, be made to produce a quantity 
of silver as much superior to that which they gave Sal- 
oedo, as the present system of working is superior to the 
one practised at the time when that unfortunate indivi. 
du&l obtained such great riches from them. 

The Funo mining district^ being surrounded on all 
sides by arid mountains, is almost destitute of wood, the 
only fuel used being the dried dung of domestic ani- 
mals, chiefly of the lama; consequently, here as else- 
where, the process of amalgamation has been followed 
on nearly as rough and unscientific a plan as when first 
introduced in the year 1571 « The richness of the ores 
of Puno^ and their frequent associations with those of 
lead and copper, render them well adapted for fusion ; 
but it win scarcely be believed in Europe at the present 
day, that the only method employed for extracting the 
silver tnm the argentiferous sulphurets of lead and cop- 
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per if by anmlgaimitiop ; a process which, however well 
execated, oonsideriiig the nature of the wes, is insuffi- 
cieiit for the obtaining the totire silver contained in the 
minerals ; whilst the lead and copper, with whieh the 
silver is associated, and which bringr a very high price 
in this country, are entirely lost to the miner. 

Two thirds of the ores of the Pono mineral district 
being combinations of the kind above mentioned, they 
are pecoUarly well adapted for smelting furnaces; the 
adTantages to be derived'firom the introduction of them, 
must, therefore, be evident; for by their opratition a large 
proportion of the copper and lead will be saved, and a 
greater quantity of silver produced than can be extract- 
ed by the process of amalgamation. At the present day, 
the loss of mercury in the extraction of silver from its 
ores in the few amalgamation works about Puno and 
Lampa, amounts to from fifteen- to twenty-five )>er cent, 
on the value of the silver extracted ; whilst, in the pro- 
cess of smelting, the whole of the silver may be obtain- 
ed at an eighth of tHe same expense, in one tenth less 
time, consequently with infinitely less labour ; and, in 
addition to the silver, a large quantity of copper and lead 
may be reckoned upcm, which, in Peru, will always meet 
with a ready market, and produce no inconsiderable re^ 
turn. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

\ 

f Anjdety and ennui in the midst of merriment— Sudden ebeck in 

' the proceedings of the Potosi Mining Association— Letter from 

the Secretary to the Directors— Mistalcen confidence — Alarming 

operation— Military despotltm— Uiiijiencia publica— Dona Ju- 

Uaila. 

June 26th. This day has been productive to me of 
strange yicisaitudes, — feasting, fiuting, amusement, unea- 
siness, and anxiety. Its amusement commenced in the 
Government-house, where I was invited by the prefect 
I to celebrate hb ** saint-day,** which is what at hxaaafi we 

call our birth-day^ and where, with nine persons out of 
ten, it passes away without being noticed, and perhaps, 
as in my own case, without being known. Not so in^.^.• 
these countries of true Catholics, where all persons of 
high or of mean degree commemorate ^eir saint*s day 
with appropriate festivity ; and, as every person takes 
the name of the saint who patronises the day of his 
birth, the Roman calendar is conveniently supplied with 
a saint or saintess for every day in the year. 

This was the day of Saint Leon, and the birth-^iay of 
our prefect Leon Galindo, who gave a very handsome 
dinner, to which every person of respectability in Potosi 
was invited, and, out of compliment to the English na- 
tion more than from the private friendship which has 
subsisted between him and myself^ I was placed first 
upon his right Wines of all sorts were consumed in 
loyal and patriotic toasts, and many complimentary ones 
in honour of the gallant host, who is also colonel of the 
regiment of Bogota. All this would have passed away 
as merrily with me as it did with others, i^ during din- 
ner-time, a friend had not ]^t into my hand a letter 
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which he had just received from Oniro, stating that a 
report had arrived there of General Paroissien's having 
been attacked by robben on hia way to Arica, plonder- 
ed of all he posaegsed, and his servant mnirdered in the 
fray. In the coarse of the evening two other letters, 
that bad arrived by the Baenos Ayres mail, were deli- 
vered to me. One of these was from Do^ Felix Castro, 
<tSlir agent ih that city, (who had been empowered by oar 
chief commissioner to draw upon the associatioa to the 
amount of jC12,000,) stating that, in consequence of the 
great number of bills returned protested from England, 
owing to failures of merchants and banking-h'onses, he 
declined accepting any more drafts until he should re- 
ceive advice of the pajrment of the bill drawn in Decem- 
'ber last upon the directors for the above-mentioned soxn/ 

The other letter, of a still more dispiriting nature, was 
from the company's solicitor in London, giving a deplo^ 
rable account of the state of things in England, and 
mentioning, not only that a call for a second instalment 
would be hopeless, but that some of the directors, hold- 
ing a large number of shares, were unable to pay their 
first quota. Thi% information instantly chilled the san- 
guine hopes I ha^ hitherto entertained of the ultimate 
prosperity of our enterprise, because the salaries alone 
of our monstrous establishment, exceeding ten thousand 
pounds sterling per annum* rendered it impossible to 
carry on the operations to any advantage without an ad- 
vanoe of money. These circumstances ill disposed ine 
to partake of the pleasures of the banquet, and subse^ 
quently of the ball and supper, with which Leon Galindo 
concluded the day of Saint Leon. 

July 5. Our anxiety respecting Greneral Paroissien 
had every day, up to the present, been increased to a 
painful degree by various reports tending to confirm the 
original one, which, however, is now contradicted by a 
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letter frcmi himnelf, daled Tacna, 22d June, in which he 
does not mentMm a syllable on the sobjeet of hia beings 
aUaeked by lobbers ; But sadly deplores a loss he sustain- 
ed 1^ means of one, namely, his slave Nicholas, who ab- 
sconded on the journey, malting choice of two of his 
beet mtdes, several loose articles from his wardrobe, and 
a silk purse, the value of which happened to be consi- 
derably enhanced by its ^contents — thirteen ounces of 

|rold. 

The Buenos Ayres courier has this day conveyed to 
my hands despatches from England, containing gloomy 
accounts of the depressed state of the money-market, 
and the dullness in all the commercial interests of the 
country. But that which I had never even suspected the 
probability of receiving, was an angry letter from 'our 
Buenos Ayres agent. It is impossible for me to describe 
the feelings it excited : had I been convicted of any great 
crime I could scarcely have felt more dejected or abash- 
ed. I little thought, that on the very day twelve-month 
of my appointment by the socdely, I should, have receiv- 
ed intelligence of a nature to compel me to make such 
a communication as here follows to the Chairman .and 
Directors of the Potosi Association. 

** Gentlemen, 
** The inclosed cc^y of a letter from Don Felix Castro 
will convey some idea of the disappointment and indig- 
nation occasioned by the protest of your chief commit* 
sioner^s draught upon your board, a proceedii^ which 
has thrown all of us here into a state of astonishment, 
confusion, and distress, quite impossible to be described, 
and mortifying in a degree {Hroportionate to the success 
that has hitherto attended our exertions, and assured us 
till now of deriving the happiest results &Gm all our un- 
dertakings. 
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** Hilt the fint check in the prosperoiis career of this 
•Moeiation ahooU proceed from your board, ia to us at- 
teriy unaccountable, and appears aa unprovoked an act 
of anicide aa erer waa committed in the world ti€ busi. 



** What muat be the feelings of my friend General Pa. 
roiaaien, when he reoeiyea my despatch conveying this 
death-blow to all hia zealoua exertions in your canae, 
and, perhape, to his own credit and reputation for eier ! 
All the billa which have been drawn upon our agent in 
Boenoa Ayrea, fat carrying on your business here, wiU 
shortly be returned to complete our dishonour, and thus 
aeal the doom of thia once promising speculation. 

••Iam,&c'' 

I forthwith stopped the working of the mines, the 
preparationa in Linares* house, the purchases of com, 
timber, lime, charcoal, and retrenclied expenses wherever 
it was in my power so to do. With respect to mcmey 
matters, I had availed myself of my au&ority to draw 
on Buenos Ayres to the amount of about a thousand del. 
lara, for which sum I had given bills to a private indi- 
vidual, under circumstances so peculiar, that I could not 
now refrain fh>m considering the transaction as binding* 
on myself. My young friend Don Cristobal came one 
day to my office, and said that he had five hundred dol- 
lars which he wished to send by bill to his mother in 
Buenos Ayres, and that two or three merchants had o£> 
fered him 12 per cent premium for the cash, (which was, 
in fkct, the rate of exchange ;) but, continued he, ** my 
anxiety is so great that my mother should receive the - 
money without chance of disappointment from the bill I 
send her, that I will gladly give the cash to yon, Don 
Edmondo, for ktHf the premium, and I will consider 
your accepting it an act of friendship; for I am con> 
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vinced that no diaapfKHntment can happen to any bill of 
the comp4Uiy*B.'* **That is quite certain/* Baid I, and 
immediately drew the biH for value received, feeling at 
the same time a double gratification in having obliged a 
friend and served my employers. 

A few days afterwards, Don Cristobal again called on 
me with a ba^ of dollars, requesting me to take them on 
similar terms, which I did, giving him my bill with all 
the confidence of a prime minister drawing on the trea- 
sury of the state. And here I must observe, that strong 
. as my own confidence was in the solvency and stability 
of our association, it wa^ not stronger than that which 
pervaded all classes of society in this country respect- 
ingus. . 

When my despatches disclosed the ikte of our chief 
commissioner's draft upon the Board of Directors, I im- 
mediately thought of those which I had drawn, and felt 
that but little mercy would be shown in recovering their 
amount, nor indeed could any be expected. It. would, 
hcywever, have been an easy matter for me to let the bills 
taike their course at the cost and dishonour of the society 
at large; I sbould in that case have gained in time be- 
tween two and three months before their return, and as 
much more in suflTering a recovery of their amount at 
law. Such was the advice I received, but it was not so 
easy to forget the unsuspecting confidence of ^y firiend ; 
I was therefore induced to listen to the' counsel of ano- 
ther and a better monitor,«-*that ** still small voice" 
which never errs,, and which I now obeyed. 

I sent for my firiend, and communicated to him the 
occurrence which had so suddenly changed the aspect of 
our affiiirs, and destroyed the validity of my drafts ; but 
as the transaction between him and myself originated in 
friendshiptlt was my desire to conclude it on the same 
terms. - 1 then reimbursed him the amount firom my 

VOL. I. 20 



930 TRAVELS IN PBltV. 

prmte fbnds, and enabled him to procnre better bills " 
than those of the society, which henceforth lost all 
credit My friend was grateful, and I, notwithstanding^ 
personal inoonvenience, felt that I had done what I 
ought to have done, and nothing more* 

ISth. In consequence of a complaint called here 
*^ fluxion^ being a swelling of the face attended with se- 
vere pain, which is prevalent at this season of the year, 
and which invanaUy Inrings on tooth-ache, I sent fer the 
dentist, that is, the barber ; fi>r I have already had occa- 
sicm to remark, that no individual in a medical, tiurgical, 
or physical capacity, exists in Potosi. When the barber 
appeared with his implements, I must confess that the 
pain, which had long been torturing me, instantly gave 
way to terror. Heavens ! what a leathern bagful of iron 
took he placed upon my table ! Ill the swollen condition 
of my face, I felt assured that X could not open my 
mouth wide enough to receive the smallest oi them. 
Country blaeksmithB sometimes use similar instmments 
in their calling of horse-shoeing ; but, for a human ope- 
ration, I never before saw any thing of the kind. When 
the man had been gone about a quarter of an hour, and 
when the eold shivering occasioned by the sight of his 
machinery had subsided, the pain returned, and I ^t 
ashamed of my pusillanimity. Beher, said I to mys^i^ 
endure the torture of that man for five minutes, than 
the torture of this tooth for hours and days : th^i feeHng 
if it was loose, I thought it seemed tighter than ever in 
its socket StiD, I had courage to send a second time for 
the ezeeutionei^ who appeared quite as soon as I desired, 
and vnth a smile upon his countenance, which ^bespcdce 
any thing but sympathy, fer it ill accorded with the se^ 
lemnity of mine, he exclaimed^-'* ^ Wa» caiaJZero, «i 
D%o9 ptiere,^ la obra^*^ i. e.— -"Now, dr, with God^s 
vrill, to business.'* Then, taking me by the shoulders, he 
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made me nt down upon the floor, and standing colossus- 
like above me, jammed mj head between his knees. I 
was resignation personified, meekly surrendering myself 
without a struggle to his efforts, which, truth compels 
me to acknowledge, I was in a great degree prevented 
from making by the durance in which I was hehl be- 
tween his nervous limbs. He grinned, I screamed ^ and 
the .more he grinned the louder I bellowed; but I must 
also confess that I had no hope of being relieved so soon 
and so successfully as 1 was ; for, in about three mi- 
nutes, and with three tugs» the last accompanied with a 
haugk / similar to what paviors utter when using their 
pounder with all their might, the tooth was wrenched 
flpom my head, and flew, bang, through a pane of glass 
in the window. I thought that my jaw had accompa- 
« nied it, and, putting up my hand to Usei, wasjso surpris- 
ed at finding all safe, that I paid, at my own discretion, 
the liberal fee of two dollars, and blessed my stars when 
he who caused my ploasur* and iny pain Taniahed fitrni 
my presence. 

21st The following letter firom me to our secretary 
in L<»idon, dejHcts, in some degree, our aituation at Po- 
tosi. 

*' By letters firom Baron Czettrltz, I am informed that 
our chief commissioner has left Ariea and gone to Lima, 
to endeavour to obtain permission for our cargo to enter 
firee of duty, which B^on Czettritz mentions will be a 
saving, if granted, of nearly thirty-five thousand dollars. 
In consequence of leaving Arica, the chief commissioner 
, has not received my late communication, and therefore 
is still ignorant of the dishonour that has be&llen his 
drafts. Already bills have been returned, and are re. 
turning upon us firom all parts, rejected by Don Felix 
Caatro.' You may form some idea of the expenses at- 
4endio^ the proteets, firom the charge of twenty thou- 
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stnd df^lan being already made upon the bill for 12,000/. 
owing to the minoua rate of exchange. 

^ If tome decisiye step is not inunediately taken to 
counteract the coneequenoes, I know not what will be- 
come of us here. You have placed ufl in a shameful 
and cruel predicament, which we feel the more, in coA- 
eequenoe of the success we had every reai^pn to believe 
we were on the fair road for ensuring. We had just 
surmounted many difficulties, and fancied that, for the 
aecomi^ishment of our enterprise, it only remained for 
us to fulfil our engagements here with zeal and activity, 
which hitherto, I conscientiously believe, have not been 
wanting.** 

27th. In shaking off the Spanish yoke, the natives, 
and particularly the Indians of this country, have been 
relieved, beyond all doubt, from much tyranny and op- 
pression, and generally great public benefits have accru- 
ed fi-om the revolution; but true liberty, and many of 
her inestimable sttribatee, ore yet wanting, and some 
time must pass before they are thoroughly understood or 
firmly established. Military despotism still prevails to k 
very great degree, and the civil laws of the country, al- 
though good and well designed, are, in some instanoea, 
administered with flagrant partiality, and in others With 
a tardiness and negligence that deprive them of all good 
effects, and tend, perhaps, as much to the encourage, 
ment of crime as to the protection of order and mo- 
rality. The wisest laws, we all know, must prove ine£. 
fective, if they have not for basis a government capable 
of supporting and resolved to enfare them. The dispo- 
sition of the new government of Bolivia is certainly 
good; but firmness,, decision, and even the means of 
compelling obedience, are yet wanting, which is the 
true cause of that feverish restlessness, apprehension. 
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•ad distrust, so mani&st in ike public mind throughout 
South America. 

I have known a man, who had murdered a woman, 
of whose fidelity he entertained suspicion, to be releas- 
ed after a few weeks* imprisonment; he was a member 
of the higher order, and had friends to intercede in his 
behalf. I hare seen two other persons shot for murder, 
but after so long an imprisonment, that, upon enquiring 
amongst the crowd *^ What was their crime ?" no one 
could inform me, and I was ultimately obliged to satisfy 
my curiosity by applying iq one of the officers of jus- 
tice. The publio were ignorant of the cause, and there- 
fore the example was lost These, unhappily, are iar 
from being solitary instances of the mal-administration 
of the laws. On the other hand, the military frequently 
ccmunit the most vexatious outrages with impunity. 
When travelling upon public or private business, they 
take mules and whatever necessaries they may require, 
at the post houses, or, indeed from any other houses, 
without paying a fiirthing, under the pretence that they 
are on ** dUigenda publiea" (pubUc service.) This abo- 
minable practice, one of the miseries of war,' is some- 
times carried here, as elsewhere, to an unwarrantable 
extent During the Peninsular war, I have often wit- 
nessed the carrying off the com and provender in the 
house of a farmer, or the oxen from his plough, under 
the same plea. Often, in my capacity of ** CapUan de 
la CahaU&ria ligera^'* have I embargoed a string of 
mules, conducted by their unsuspecting muleteer, sing- 
ing — "• I am a tmuggler brave and bdd^ 1 defy, the whole 
ti^orld, and fear no one wpon earth P* This must be consi- 
dered rather unhappy, when in the midst of the glee he 
has been compelled to wheel round to a very, different 
tune, ilnd load his mules with the baggage of my regi- 
ment, I of course selecting the best for myself on dUi- 
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geneia fiMea. In Tain would the mbasppy muleteer 
* impbre Ibr his release ; custom had rendered my heart 
as hard and cold as the steel in the drawn sword I flour- 
ished in m; hand. I have seen a haker*^i shop visited on 
diHgeneia pubHca^Bnd have known detadunents of what 
the French significantly term " VarmSe de la htne^^ make 
sad aproar among^ the tenantry of ftim-yards on dtZt- 
geneia pMiea. The ^^Sdal documents issaed fi>r these 
purposes to the suflforers, will, it is pretended, be reco^ 
nised by the gtfvemmieaai in payment of taxes, duties, 
contributions, &c 

These abuses, it is true, are discountenanced by the 
legislatare of this country, and orders have been issued 
against them ; but still they are practised, and Ihe ocon- 
plaints of the aggrieved are firequently unattended to. 
A young officer, whom I chaneed to meet at a poet 
house, told me exultingly, that, having been refused 
mules by a pofltmaster, he immediately ordered the men 
oompoeing a small detachment under his orders to take 
one of the peones to show where the mules were at 
grass, and after driving them home, and selecting those 
which he required, he put a horse's bit into the mouth 
of the postmaster, and securing the bridle round his 
head, drove him in company with his own mules for 
five leagues, then, striMng him with the flat of his 
sword across the shoulders, sent him off", with the usual 
friendly compliment, '^Good bye, a [feasant journey, 
friend," 

In the streets of Potosi, soldiers may be seen every 
day seizing Indians to clean their barracks, to carry 
their provisions, or for any work they require to be done, 
driving them befi>re them like beasts of burden. Arti. 
sans or workmen, whose services may be required for 
any business connected with the army, are immediately 
put in requisition, and compelled to perform the work 
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fi>r a given price at the discaretion of the chief. If an 
officer wants forage for his horse, he deepatcfaee a 
couple of soldiers to seize the kmas or asses that may 
arrive with alfa^ or barley, for the market These are 
driven to the quarters of the officer, who pays the owner 
something, or perhaps nothing, just as he feels disposed, 
although he is at the same time aware he is acting con- 
trary to the laws. There is no nation, however corrupt, 
otiserves the Abb^ de Mably, which has not in Ua of 
chives the jSne#t laws in the world — ^they require only to 
be executed. 

It must be admitted that the nature of the country, 
and the difficulty of communication with the seat of 
government, are great impediments to the prompt exe- 
cution of justiee. The Spaniards, as is proved in Spain 
even to this day, have never considered roadt^ as the 
ancient Romans did, to be "the great arteries of the 
state.*' These improvements are yet to come, and 
though some ti^ne must elapse before they take place, 
yet they have not eseaped the notice of the patriotic 
legislature. 

Having mentioned the military, I must in justice 
observe, that the Colombian troops which garrison Po- 
tosi, particularly the regiments of Bi^otd and VoUigerat, 
nre in every particular equal to any regiment I ever 
saw in Spain. The men are as well clothed and as well 
disciplined, and the officers are altogether what is called 
a right good set. I have been oir intimate terms with 
tbcfte officers, some of them negroes ; but one and aE I 
must ever think of as friendly, jovial, good fellows. I 
can also speak to the excellence of their regimental 
mess. / 

. August 4th. Received official intelligence of the sale 
arrival of our valuable ship in the port of Arica, after a 
fiivourable voyage. It is impossible for me to describe 
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the ■ematuNi which my aimottnceiiieni of this event pro- 
duced in Potoei : from the prefect to the meanest person 
in the town, I received not only the osual ezprendons of 
eongrstoUition, but also embraces so enthosiastically 
eoidial, that a stranger passing through the streets might 
have imagined I was the harbinger of some great pobUc 
intelligence, in which the happiness of the nation was 
oonoemed; and this very circumstance excited in ks a 
deeper concern at the disappointments which had oc 
curred in our affairs at home, at the Tery time too when 
we &ncied ourselves on the high road to prosperity ; for 
although there was much to correct in the original [dan 
of our establishment, there was nothing thai induced us 
to doubt, under proper management, of ultimate sucoees. 
Already we looked forward to the completion of our con- 
tracts, when we should return to our native land with 
pride and satis&ction in having been the successful 
founders of a ** grande et beUt tnterpriu^ as this' specu. 
lation had been designated by a distinguished individual 
who was well acquainted with the nature of it in all its 
ramifications ; but our resources have been suddenly cut 
off, and success no longer depends upon us. 

On the news of the arrival of our ship, I recommenced 
mining operations on a scale which, though very limited, 
I considered to be more advantageous than actual idle- 
ness ; therefore, fer this purpose, and to have every thing 
in readiness by the time our men and stores should cross 
the Cordilleras to join us, as well as for the- suj^xirt of 
the establishment here, I, drew a IhII upon the chief <^(nn- 
missloner at Arica for the sum of two thousand dollars, 
to be paid out of the sale of a part of our quicksilver, 
which in this country always finds a ready market and 
a good price. 

6th. I availed myself this <£By of a general invitation 
tg dinner, given with un&igned cordiality by Doiia 
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Juliana Indaleeias, the ridh widow of a man who, before 
the revolution, was one of the first amon|r the many 
wealthy merchants then residing in Potosi. 

Dona Juliana never omits daily attendance at mass, 
nor absents herself from any procession or particular 
ceremony of her church, and would consider it a 
crime to conceal her veneration for the images and 
paintings of saints which hallow and adorn her apart* 
xnents. She also highly respects, and distinguishes &om 
all her other friends, thode whose peculiar calling it is 
to instruct mankind in the sacred doctrines of religion, 
seld<Mn sitting down to dinner unaccompanied by a priest 
or friar, who have free admission to her plentiful table. 
That, however, which may excite surprise, because so 
seldom in accordance with ostentatious acts of devotion, 
is the fact that she possesses the kindest heart in the 
world, and dispenses charity with true benevolence. 
She is known by the appellation of ^ La buena Cri8' 
ticma^'' and nfiver wa» distinctian more deservedly be- 
stowed. 

Dona Juliana, Cura Cosias, (the respectable head of 
the ichurch at Potosi,) Padre Francisco, (a Dominican 
friar, whose portly corporation excited in my mind a 
malicious suspicion of his being more accustomed to 
feasting than frusting,) were the party with whom, at 
two o'clock, I sat down to dinner. Three Indian girls, 
the children of old domestics, clean and tidy ; an Indian 
boy, as may be sometimes seen in another "land of 
potatoes," shirtless, shoeless, and stockingless : a very 
fine negress slave, and an elderly woman, evidentiy the 
confidential servant, were the attendants. 

In all fiunilies in Peru, the domestic service is per- 
formed by Indians, whose fidelity to their masters has 
been the . Iheme of many writers ; and, from the great 
number of years which some of them have lived in 
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families with whom I am acquainted, I believe the ac- 
counta to be generally correct The honesty of these 
domestics is seldom tempted to a breach by the many 
articles of plate which are frequently to be seen scattered 
about a house, and even in the court yard, where they 
are carelessly thrown to be washed, or sometimes to be 
scrubbed with sand or ashes. Before the revolution, 
articles of gold, such as coffee spoons, mat^ cups, bon^ 
billos^ (tubes through which the niati^ an infusion of a 
Paraguay herb resembling tea drawn into the mouth,) 
were to be seen strewed in a similar state of indifference- 
It must, however, be confessed, that little pilferings are 
not very unusual amongst this poor, patient, and labcn-i^ 
ous class of people. 

For nearly an hour, immense silvw dishes were c«r« 
ried in and carried out, with the various compositions of 
our repast The first course consiBted, as is usual in 
the country, of cheese and finiit, such as melons, ^iplea, 
figs, chyrimoyas. tunas, membrillos, ^tc Then came' 
two or three kinds of soup or porridge, with rice pre- 
pared in different ways. After these were removed, 
there was no regularity observed in the courses ; fi)r, 
whilst some of the attendants carried off the dishes that 
had been helped fix>m, or if not touched by us, that had 
remained long enough upon the table to gratify our view, 
others were at hand instantly to replace them : there 
was no opportunity given to remark, that— 

" There was th« place where the pasty .was not** 

ESach dish contained snfiicient for a party of twice our 
number ; and from every one I observed Dona Juliana 
take a large plateful, sometimes two platefiils, and, say- 
ing s<Hnething in Quichua, hand them to one of lier Vi- 
dians, who placed them in a distant comer of the room. 
When the more substantial subjects of the feast were 
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discussed, then followed custards, and compotes, and 
sweetmeats, from which small portions were also taken, 
to be husbanded, as I imagined, for to.morrow*s fare. 
A dish of very good potatoes, accompanied with very 
bad butter, concluded the dinner. When the cloth was 
removed, all the attendants, without any word of com- 
mand, ranged tiiemselves in a rank in the middle of the 
room, and suddenly dropping on their knees, sung or 
said aloud a grrace that lasted full four minutes, in 
which the deep toned voices of Padre Costas and Friar 
Francisco, nothing mellowed by their hearty meal and 
ample goblet of Cinty wine from the estate of our host- 
ess, chimed in like bass viols, whilst Doiia Juliana, press- 
ing her cross and beads to her bosom, her eyes devoutly 
fixed upon a beautiful painting of the Virgin and Child, 
which hung opposite to her in a large massive silver 
frame, accompanied the others in all the fervency of 
thanksgiving. A deep ** Amen T' with the sign of the 
cross, as a benedidtion upon the company, by Padre 
Costas, ended this appropriate ceremony, in the solemnity 
of which the most obdurate heretic could not have re- 
frained from joining. 

llie servants now took away the plates which had 
been placed upon the sideboard, whilst Dofia Juliana, in 
Quichua, seemed to give particular directions about each 
of them. I was curious to learn their destination, and, 
being on a footing of the most friendly intimacy with 
Dona Juliana and her &ther con&ssor, my enquiry was 
answered — ^**to be given to the poor." Every day in 
t^e year, at two o*c1op1l, several poor persons attended at 
the house of La buena Cristiana^ and took their seats 
npon the staircase ; some of them, aware no doubt of the 
lenient disposition of their benefactress, encroached even 
to the door of the dining room, where a scene rather unu- 
sual to a European, certainly to an Englishman, and one 
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of interettin; cnnouty too, was daUj to be teen^ — ^that 
of a tribe of beggars, assembled en mfeitlSj in a respecta^ 
ble msnsiont eating with silver spocms, out of sihrer 
plates and dishes, without any watch over the property, 
or even a suspicimi of its being likely to be miaang. In 
mentioning this daily charitable distribotion'^appy. 
contrast to ** the crambs from the rich man's table !'* — ^I 
most not fiirget to remark, that the reserved portions of 
sweetmeats were for the children who accompanied 
their parents ; a trifling observation, perhaps, but it has 
its weight in describing the character of the venerable 
Lady Bountiful of PotosL 
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